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The PREFACE: 
[| Do not pretend that theſe Refle x1. 


ons are to be maintained as The- 

les: they are but Remarks that t 

have made in reading of Authors, 
and Obſervations on their Sentiments, 
which as Conjeitures I ſubmit to publick 
examination, and wherein 1 deſire my 
ſelf to be cleared, The chief Deſign 0 
this Treatiſe is, to give vertuous people 
the true Notion of 4 Science, which us 
the Rule of other Sciences ; and to de« 
clare what hath been the uſe of it in the 
firſt and laſt Azes, in an biftorical Ac* 
count of the progreſs, decay, and of all 
the revolutions which that Science hath 
wndergone, for above the ſpace of two 
thouſand years, to the end that in thi 
Abridement, wherein 1 have endeavou- 
red to comprehend ſo many things, what 
s ftirong and weak, ſolid and frivolous, 
true aud falſe in Philoſophy may be ai- 
cerned, | 
A Deſign, ſo fe above the capacity of 
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The PREFACE. 
a private perſon would be raſh , if to 


prepare me for ſo great an undertaking, 
1 had not conſulted the Learned of all 
Ages upon that ſubjeit.This oblig*s me in 
the entry. to declare, that I ſay littie or 
nothin of my own head, and that 1 
[peak not of the Ancients and Moderns, 
but by the ſentiments of thoſe who have 
known them beſt. The mtellizent, with- 
out advertiſement, will by their own eyes 
eaſily pertcive the truth of what 1 9: 
ſo that 1 need not Uurden a Book with Ci- 
tations, whereof it is but already too 
full, Nor ts it to play the Dottor, that 
now and then I ſpeat in 4 ſtrain ſome- 
what dogmatical : it is only that I ma 

mire plainly repreſent to the - fndear | 
what they already know, and revive 
their Notions thereof. 

But though I might give the learned- 
eſt of the Ancients and Moderns for my 
vouchers in+ this particular, yet I pre- 
tend not that they ſhould be account ble 
for all that 1 ſay, for 1 may have 
miſtaken in citing of them: and there. 
fore 1 am willing that men ſhould know 
thai whatever is good in this work is 
theirs, and what is otherways mine own, 

For 


The PREFACE. 
For beſides that it 1s ridiculous to pre- 
tend to Inſalltbility, 1 am very ſenſible 
that one cannot even be exatt when he 
graſps ſo many variows matters, If Stra- 
bo zna Diogenes Laertius have miſta- 
hen in t/e Hiſlory of the ancient Philo- 
ſophers, 'may mot I be deceived in the ac- 
count of the new? So that I ſhall ſay no- 
thino as to that for my own juſtification, 
but what every one may tell himſelf in 
my favour, when he ſhall be pleaſed to 
reflett thereon, 

The greateſt difficulty in this work 
hath been to give Forms to ſo vaſt a Mat- 
ter, ſeeing the ſeveral Claſſes of ſo 
many different Sets, after all the Au- 
thors that have wrore thereon, are not 
as yet well acjuſted, For Plutarch dorh 
not diſtinguiſh, ana Diogenes Lacrtius 
confounds them, Varro reckons ther 
to two hunared and fourſcore, and The- 
miſtias' ro rhree hunared, But becauſe 
that ſcanMling alone would be too layge, 
I have reduced them all to ſeven princt- 
pal Sets, The firft is the Set of Py- 
thagoras, which is much the ſame with 
that of the Egyprians : ( for there is 
little or nothing of truth known of the 
A 3 Philo- 


The PREFACE, 
Philoſophy of the Phenicians aud Ethio- 
pians. ) The ſecond is the Seit of So. 
crates and Plato, of the Ancient and 
new Academicks of che Pyrrhoniſts aud 
Scepticks,which is originally pne and the 
ſame. The third is that of Ariſtotle 
and the Peripateticks. The Fourth that 
of Leno and the Stoicks,which in 4 right 

ine deſcends from Antiſthenes, Dioge- 
nes, Crates, «nd the Cynicks. The fifth 
' that of the Epicureans, which is aeri- 
ved from Leucippus, Democritus, aud 
Ariſtippus. The ſixth that of the Ec- 
lei whoſe Founder was Potamon 
of Alexandria. And the ſeventh is the 
Set of the Arabians, rhe Averroiſts, 
and the Scholaſticks, or Schoolmen, 
which is almoſt the [ame that at pre- 
ſent reigns in Univerſities, Theſe axe 
the limits within which I have confined 


elf. Andon theſe Seits only I make 
theſe 


Reflexions, which I have mingled + 


with moral Maxims, and hiſtorical 
bints, that 1 may render ſo dry a mat- 
ter 4s Philoſophy ſomewhat aprecable, 
Now, as to the Stile : I have thought 
fit to expreſs my ſelf plainly on a ſubjet# 
that requires no aſetiation, 1 have not 
medled 
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wedled with the diſcuſſing of the Pre- 
cepts that are current im the Schools, 
”— I might xot flag too low ; I ſlick 
only to general Maxims, and dive no 
deeper : wherein I have endeavenred to 
imitate Cicero, who in his Books of Phi- 
loſophy never almoſt engages in the retail 
of the Opinions whereof he ſpeaks, but 
74 far as he cam ao it without the leſs of 
his uſual politeneſs. For the reproach 
which he caſts upon Varro ſtrikes at him-- 
Jo (Philoſophiam multis locis incho- 
aſti, ad impellendum fatis, ad edocen- 
dum parum. You have wrote enough 
of Philoſophy to excite mens minds, 
but little to inſtruct them.) He explains 


only the Principles and general Maxims 
of every Sect, which he accompanies with 
ome Reflexions. This I have done, that 
{ might accommodate my ſelf to the re- 
liſh of an age, which is more affected 
with good ſenſe than great learning. 
Ana ſeeing in the ſtock of theſe Refle xi- 
ons there will be found a Satyr 4gainf 
 falfe Philoſophy, and an Elogie of the 
true; 1 am ſure thereby not to _—_— 
the vertuous, which is the moſt conſide. 
xable SefF of Philoſophers, And it is 
indeed 
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indeed only for their ſates that 1 have 
ſer wp08 this Deſign, that I may proe 
them the knowledg which reaſonable 
men ought to have of Philoſophy, and 
whereof many times men have but falſe 
Ideas, 1 have concluded this Treatiſe | 
with the Uſe that ſhould be maze 0 it in 
matters of Religion, which men o/ten- | 
times but lutle regard, when they af. 

fedt too much to be Philoſophers, And 

ſeeing men take not always the caye they 
ſhould, to publiſh nothing but what de- 
ſerves pablick view, 1 confeſs that 1 

have not perhaps taken time enough, to -þ 
give this Treatiſe ts utmoſt perfettion, 
But I hope, as I am ready to make wſe of 
the advices thas are given me, ſo I ſhall 
reme dy that in 4 ſecond Edition: to the 
end that I may make an exact Collettion 
of ſix Volumes which I have written on 


Poetry, Eloquence, and Philoſophy. 
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Reflex1ons 


ON 


PHILOSOPHY 


in General. 


&H E Name of Philoſo- 
aloft pher, how ſimple and 
A modeſt ſocver it be, 

=> ſccmed heretofore fo 
SED) 22D, glorious and lovely to 
_ = the Learned of ancient 
Times, that they preterr'd it to the 
moſt ſplendid and lofty Titles. That 
love of Wiidom and ſtudy of Vertue, 
whereof they made Profetiion, railed 
them to ſuch Authority over the minds 
of men, that their Example ſerved for 
inſtra&tion, and their Maxims were re- 
B ceived 
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ceived as Oracles by the publick, Great 
men asked them Countel in the At- 
fairs of weightieſt importance : Cities 
and Provinces tubmuted to their con- 
duct ; and Kings themlelves reckoned 
it their glory to be their Diiciples. Ic 
1s true Philolophy taught Pyrhage- 
r4s the integrity of manners and au- 
ſterity of lite, which gained him tv 
many Followers. It was Philolophy 
that made Empedocles refuſe a Crown, 
and prefer a private and quiet lite to 
all the magniticence of Grandeur. By 
Philolophy Demecritius Was railed to 
the contemplation of Nature, and re- 
nounced bodily pleaſures, that he 
might more peaceably enjoy the de- 
lights of the Soul. Philotophy taught 
Secrates to dye without haughrinels or 
weaknels : and though in the death of 
Cato, who atfectcd roo much the Philo- 
ſopher , there appeared leis modeſty 
and tranquillity ; yet therein are allo to 
be ſeen the lineaments of a greatnels of 
mind, which made him deſpilc lite. So 
that there being hardly any action of 
conſtancy and ſtedfaſtgels un art Us 
whuc 
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which was not animated by Philoſo- 
phy: It may be faid, that it was in 
lome manner the principle and fource 
of the pureſt vertue of Heathens, ' 

IT. 

The Feyprtians, who were the firſt 
Plulojophers in the world, gave lo my- 
ſterious a garbto their Philotophy, that 
they: made it paſs with the People for 
a part of their Religion : Nor did any 
thing advance it more in authority 
with the publick , or give. it greater 
credit among the Learnod, But their 
Prieſts had no other end in throwding 
their Oblcrvations of Nature, under 
the Veil of their Hieroglyphicks, but 
to keep them from the knowledge of 
the people, and thereby to diſtinguiſh 
themlelves from the vulgar. As they 
propagated their Philolophy only by 
Traditi9n, and did not willingly com- 
municare their knowledge to other 
people,lo(asSrrato oblerves)there 15 bur 
little known of their true Doctrine, 
The truth is, all that is ſaid of Philo- 
ſophy, before it became to be known 
in Greece , hath fo little foundation z 
B 2 and 


4 Reflexions on 
and all the diſcourſes that are found of 
it in the Fragments of Sot1on,He rmip pus 
and Hermodoruws, whereot Diogenes 
Laertius makes mention, aſwell as in 
the Ditlogue of Lucian's Fugitives, 
are {ſo fabulous, that I intend only, as to 
what concerns the beginning thereof, 
to adhere to that which is to be found 
in Hiſtory, that I may give a more cer- 
tain account cf the ſame. Beſides, 
that myſterious Philoſophy of the E- 
gfians, is ſolittle different from that 
of Pythazores, that the method and 
principles of both are almoſt the ſame , 
as appears by what P/utarch tells us 1n 
ſeveral of his works, Famblicus in the 
life of Pythageras, Selden, and ſome 
others who have treated on that ſub- 
ject. 
ITI. 

The Greci:ns, who ſhewed greater 
paſhon for the diſcovery of truth, than 
other Nations, gave themſelves fo ear- 
neſtly ro the oblervation of Nature, 


that from Thales to Plato there were 


more Truths concerning Natural Phi- 


loſophy diſcovered, than in the Ages 


following. 


el, 


+ 
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following. Ir mult be acknowledged 
likewiſe, that Philoſophy in its intan- 
oy —_ to produce (o great wits, and 
t it thewed fo much realun in its 
primitive famblings, that its firſt 
rudiments ſerved tor principlcs , and 
even for models to the following Ages. 
By long and conſtant ſtudy men ob- 
ſerved the motion of the Heavens, di- 
ſtinguiſhed their revolutions, framed 
| the firſt Ideas of a Culeſtial Syſteme, 
diſcovered the obliquity of the Zodi- 
ack, unfolded the moſt hidden things 
of Nature, and drew that Curtain 
wherewith Providence had hid the 
greateſt part of its (ecrets, to preſent 
them to men as a matter of meditati- 
on and enquiry. And amongſt thoſe 
that labourcd inthe ſearch of theſe Ve- 
rities, Thales, Anaximanaer, Anaxa- 
goras, Heryaclitis, Hippocrates, Demo- 
critus, Empedecles, and Archelaus, ob- 
tained the greateſt reputation. P/u- 
tarch, who 1n the ſecond Tome of his 
Works gives the Hiſtory of their Opi- 
nions,does indeed ſhow the contradicti- 
ons and ablurdities whereinto for moſt 
"= 0 part 
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part they fell: Nevertheleſs they ſtill 
delerve the praile to have been the firſt 
that ventured upon that fv difhculr 
an attempt, and by unknown Paths 
traced the way to thoſe that followed 
them, rendring themſelves confide- 


rable to Poſterity , by the founda- 


tion they laid to Sciences. Faſtin 1n 
his Hiſtory obſerves, that whilſt ſtudy 
and meditation made Phrofophers in 
Greece, Nature alone without any al- 
ſiſtance made thelike amongſt the Bar- 
barians in the middle of Scythiz, as 
appears in Abars and Anacarſis, of 
whom Apnleins (peaks, who without 


precepts and difcipline attained to *_ 


Wiſdom. 
IV. | 

To ſpeak then properly, Thales and 
Pythageras were the two Founders of 
the ancient Philotophy , the one in 
Gre:ce, and the other in /#a/y, There 
appeared in the School of Pythavor xs 
ſomewhat more regular and better 
eſtabliſhed, than in that of Thales 
and his Succeſfors, As in the Do- 
ftring of Pythapor.xs every thing was 
| made 


q 
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made myſterious, fo tubmiſſion was }. 


its principal Character : that religious 
ſilence which with fo much rigour he | 
made his Diiciples oblerve, was an 
art to procure himielt a more reſpect- 
ful attention. The life of chat Philo. 
ſopher, as well as his Doctrine, is at 
this day ſtill a great ſubje&t of contro- 
verlie: he was indeed a man of a deep 
reach, a quick and penetrating appre- 
henſion, and of indefatigable induttry 
and application, His uſual way of 
teaching, was by Geometry and Num- 
bers : he explained material and {cnti- 
ble things by Geometry, and intellc- 
cual by Muſick and Numbers. He was 
of too ſolid a judgment, to imagine 
any reality in Numbers, which are bur 
only intentional Beings, as Ari/torle 
proves in his Metaphyſicks.It is true he 
tound ſo great a facility in explaining 
the perfection of every thing by har- 
mony and proportion, after the man- 
ner of the Zgyprians, that he expreſſed 
himſelf no other way: and that he - 
made uſe of Numbers as of Symbols 
and Signs to teach with: and all that 
B 4 Science 
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. Science of Numbers, which was fo fa- 
miliar to Pythaporas, 15 to this day itill 
a kind of myſtery, whereof the lecrer 
15 not very well known. FJamblicus 1n 
the life of that Philoſopher ſays, that 

e invented a mutick proper for the 
cure and quieting of the Pafſions, In 
his Moral Philolophy there is nothing 
regular; only fair Maxims without 
Principles : his Natural Philoſophy 1s 
the ſame almoſt withithat of the P/a- 
roniſis, His Doctrine of two Princi- 
ples, the one of good and the other of 
evil, on which the Aanichees built 


loſophy was, not to wonder at any 


| thing: becauſe that Philolophy diſco- | 


vered to him the caule of every thing, 
as Horace exprelles it to Numicius, 


Nil aamirari prope res eft una Numici, 


In kne, Pythapor.cs had fo extraordi- 


nary. a genus for Philoſophy, that all 


the 
4 
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the other Philoſophers have gloried to 
ſtick to his ſentiments: Socrates and 
Plato have hardly any thing that is 
good but from him. And it we con- 
11der more narrowly,we hall even tind, 
that amongſt all other Sects almoſt, 
there is ſomewhat of the Spirit of Py- 
thagor as that bears rule, 


V. 
SUCRATES. 


Socrates Was the firſt that began to 
reduce into method the contuled Ideas 
of thoſe that went before him, by 
ranking the Obſcrvations which he 
had made of Nature, in a more regular 
order, that he might ſhape them into 
Arts and Sciences. Though he had 
all the charms of wit, which flow from 
a pregnant genius and happy dilpoſiti- 
on, yet he wanted not depth, and all 
imaginable ſolidity. Ang.that height 
of knowledge and underſtanding was 
accompanied with the true {implicit 
of a Child : When he applyed Fimfelf 
ro every thing, he wg not employ- 


ed in any thing: He handled a 
matters 
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matters in a pleaſing ſtrain , and .his 
moſt (ſerious meditations deprived him 
not of his good humour. As he nc- 
ver affected to talk like a wit, but as a 
vertuous man , ſo his ordinary jeſts 
were noble. He was capable of every 
thing, and proud of nothing. His no- 
tices, that gave inſtruction to others, 
and made them ot Scholars become 
learned men, ſerved only to puzle 
and entangle himlelt, by the doubts 
and uncertainties which they raited in 
him: And for all he was lo rational, 
et he too much diltruſted his Reaſon, 
he fertility of his wit ſo choaked his 
diſcerning, that his different views led 
him into irrelolution. By his ingenui- 
ty in declaring on all occaſions, that 
he knew nothing, he rendred the gther 
Philoſophers of his time ridiculhus, 
who brag'd that they knew every 
thing : And the ignorance he made 
profeſſion of, acquired him greater re- 
tation than all his knowledge. He 
uffered thoſe that diſputed with him 
to take all the advantage over him 
they pleaſed, that he might refute 
them 
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them with ſo much the more authority, 
25 he took the leis. He procured an abſo- 
lute power over their lentiments,by the 
defcrence thir he yielded to them: it 
was only by hiding his Opinion, that 
he forced others to follow 1t : And the 
Empire that he exerciled over mens 
mun{s, was: bur an effect of the skill 
he h2d nor to uſurp any, by the indif- 
ferency which he made appear for his 
own fentiments: as Cacero lays, S1cra- 
tes ipſe ſibr derrahens, in di{pntatione 
plus tribuchat its, quos volebar yefellere, 
Bur as he was the head of all the Sects 
that followed him ; ſo was he allo in 
ſome manner the Founder of all rhe 
doubts that- arole amonglit them. For 
his Reafonings tended commonly to 
the baffling oft Reaſon: And as he cſta- 
bliſhed Sciences, ſo he lefr occaſion to 
overthrow them , becauſe he taughe 
his Scholars not ſo much to know, as 
to doubt of things. Not, but thar 
for al! this he much contributed to give 
Philoſophy the Form it hath taken 
fince : For he it was that drew the firſt 
draught of Logick and Moral. Philo- 


lophy, 
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ſophy, and gave Principles to Natu- 
ral Philolophy : But by prying into 
this, according to the quality of his 
wit, with too much quaintne(s, he re- 
fined every thing fo much, that he 
handled theſe matters with leis ſolidity 


than his Succeſlors, Nut, but that lus 


judgment is allo of great authority, 
when he affirms any thing , but his 
Sentiments are rather Principles than 
Deciſions: and all things rightly con- 


ſidered, his Philoſophy 15 more proper 


to overthrow than eſtabliſh, He had 
moreover with his ſimplicity a great 
Soul , for Lyſi.& having read to him in 
his Priſon a Diicourle that he had 
made in his defence, he chole rather to 
dye than make ule of it ; becaule it de- 
fended him not with dignity enough : 
and ſo he dyed ſedately and in- cold 
blood, which amazed his Judges, 


VI. 
£7 &S&-/ 


” Plato has the ſmootheſt tongue of 
Antiquity, and takes pleaſure to make 
men hear him attentively, _ 

e 
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he is not much concerned whether 
they believe him or not : he is always 
florid, but not always ſolid. The falſe 
relih that was then in vogue, through 
the credit of the Sophiſts, obliged him 
to thar flouriſh of exprefſion which he 
uſed. He is witty, quick, and elegant, 
and as ingenious as man can be, and 
with little coherence and method, he 
obſerves in his diſcourle a ſecret axco- 
nomy which fails not to hit the mark. 
And ſecing he teaches only by way of 
Dialogue, that he may follow a tree 
and diſengaged ſtile, which has the air 


of Converlation; he is rich in Prefa- 


ces, and magnihcent in his entry on 
Diſcourſes ; but he decides bur little, 
no more than Socrates, and eſtabliſhes 
almoſt nothing at all, However what 
he ſays is ſo naturally expreſt, that no- 
thing can be imagined more taking, 
The ilight matters which he mingles 
with great in his diſcourſes, and the 
trifles wherewith he circumſtantiates 
what is cſlential and weighty in the 
ſubjects he treats of, render him allu- 
ring; and its by that way alone that he 

| amules, 
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amules, But through the great deſire 
he hath to be pleaſing, he is troomuch. 
for telling ot wonders : moſt part of 
his dilcourles are nothing elie but Fa- 
bles, Metaphors, and continual Alle- 
aries; he affects often to be myſterious 
in what he tays, that he may keephim- 
ſelf the more within che verge of his 
Character ; and it is commonly by ly- 
ing that he undertakes to per{wade 
truth, Khoaigines pretends that his 
ſenſe is more to be minded than his 
words, which are often allegorical. 
Moreover he was too much a Politici- 
an for a Philoſopher : For in one of his 
—_ to Dionyſins of Siracuſa he ac- 
knowledges, that he publithed none 
of his Maxims, but under the name of 
Socrates, that he might not be account- 
able for his own Doctrine, 1n a time 
when the nicety of the People of 
Athens was offended at every thing. 
The condemnation of Socrates made 
him 1o cautious, that to be in good 
terms. with the Publick, and to dilpo(- 
ſels the People of the opinion, that he 
was addicted to the Sentiments of his 
- :- Maſter, 
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Maſter, he turned Pyrhagorean. Though 
he was a man of vaſt capacity, (for, 
what did he not Enow, lays Quinti- 
lian? ) and had a wonderful Ge- 
nius for Sciences, whereof he ſpeaks 
always better than others did , yet it 
muſt be acknowledged, that he gave 
greater reputation to Philoſophy, by 
the conduct of his Lite and Vertue, 
than by his Doctrine: For he it was 
that firſt taught, that true Philoſophy 


\ conſiſted more in Fidelity, Conſtancy, 


Juſtice, Sincerity, and in the love of *' 
ones Duty, than in a great Capacity. 
Atter his death his Diſciples lo altered 
his Doctrine, and filled his School with 
ſuch rigid Opinions, that ſcarcely 
could there be known amongſt them 
the leaſt print of the true Doctrine of 
Plato : which was divided into ſo ma- 
ny Sects, as there ſtarted up Philoſo- 
phers ia the Ages following. 


VII. 
ARISTOTLE. 
Ariſtotle is a Wit ſo far above others, 


that tew know him: For by an unpa- 


rallel'd 
OW 
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rallel'd reach of underſtanding he ſoars 
above the higheſt : He is an Eagle that 
mounts ſo high, that men ealily loſs 
ſight of him, and there is ſo much 
force in his thoughts, fo great eleva- 
tion in his ſentiments, that he cannot 


be followed. He it was who firſt col-- 


lected the ſeveral parts of Philoſophy, 
that he _= unite them into one bo- 
dy, and reduce them to a compleat Sy- 
ſteme. No man had ever fo great a 


diſcerning of truth and falſhood, as . 


that Philoſopher , for he not only di- 
ved into Reaſon, that he might diſco- 
ver it, under what cloud foever it hid 
it ſelf, but upon diſcovery thereof, 
had the art ro make it even perceptible 
to others in all its force, and intelligi- 
ble in its full extent : fo happy and pe- 
netrating was his genius. By that qua- 
lity of mind he became {o exact an ob- 
ſerver of the Works of Nature, that 
Plato called him, rhe Gentns of Nature, 
as if Nature had made ule of his Spi- 
rit aS an inſtrument to diſcover her Se- 
crets. In all his ſentiments there ſpar- 
kles a ſage and judicious Character, 

| which 
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which always fatisties the mind, (o 
regular and ſolid he is: and there is 
hardly ever any thing ſaid reaſonably 
in Philolophy , which bears not ſome 
ſignature and impreſſion of the ſpirit 
of Ariſtotle, So that all the Judg- 
ments that have been made on his Do- 
&trine in lucceeding Ages, have only 
diffcred according to the greatneſs and 
mediocrity of light and knowledge, 
that have {wayedthem : For in a word, 
none have given greater weight to hu- 
mane Realon, nor carried jt farther 
than Ar:i79r/e, His method 15 more l0- 
11d than that of all others, becauſe his 
principles are better founded on Rea- 
fon, and his Reaſon more grounded 
on Experience, But when he ſpeaks, 
one cannot tell whether it be to hide 
his doubts, or to make himſelf reve- 
renced, that he is obſcure. Ir ſeems 
he writes only that he may not be un- 
derſtood , and that his Works arc not 
ſo much to inſtruct his own Age, as to 

ve exercilc to the following: There- 
Dre it is, that Diogenes Lacrriys com- 
pares him to that Fiſh that troubles the 
C Water 


- 
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Water for fear of being taken, But 
there is ſome Juſtice due to Ariſtorlc, 
as to that reproach which is caſt up- 
on him : His obicurity is not ſo much 
the detect of his underſtanding, as of 
his {ubject matter ; and in the manner 
how he fathoms things , it is not very 
calic tv picrce the darkeſt clouds of 
Nature, to unfold her moſt hidden fe- 
crets, to dig into nothing but abyſles, 
to walk only on precipices, not to pur- 
lue truth but by ways unknown to all 
other heads, and to be intelligible to all 
men: And that is the realon that the 
diicourics of Ariſtotle have always 
more politenels and force than. perlpi- 
Cuity ; becauſe he conhnes himlelf to 
2 ſhort and concile (tile, the conſtraint 
whereof will not allow but a perplex- 
ed clocution : And that is allo the rea- 
ſon that he writes in a manner more 
apt to amaze than perl wade his Rea- 
ders. One muſt have heard him, ſays 
Pſell::s, to be able 10 comprehend his 
Doctrine. He masked ſometimes with 
an afte&ted obicurity, what Pythagor x; 
diſguiled under Symbols, and Plato 
under 


g 


p 
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under Allegories. But in fine, there 
is lo great a depth of judgment to be 
tound in all that Ariftorle (aid, when 
one can penetrate into it, that he is 
not to be tound fault with, if he have 
not always the art to make himſelf be 
underitood, Ir is in vain therefore, that 
a brood ot (tinted ſpirits have let flye 
againſt the reputation of that great 
man, under the conduct of Teleſizes, 


' Patrictus, Bacon, Campaneila, and lome 


others, to diſcredit his Doctrine in theſe 
laſt Ages ; who by cenluring Ariſtorle 
have pretended to be wiler than all the 
Ages and Nations that have eſteem- 
ed him, 
VIII. b 
\ Philoſophy did thortly after degene- 
rate from the Nobility of its Extracti- 


on, there being none 1n the following 


A- Ages that came near the knowledge of 


thole great men who were its Foun- 

ders , and that purity which 1t preſer- 

ved in its beginning, was quickly lul- 

lied by the multitude of Sects that 

ſprang up ſince. Then began Philolo- 

phy to put on ——_ ſhapes and hgures 
2 


which 


Far his 5 © ipptoe 


er ee. 
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which the paſſions of men gave it, ac- 
cording to the different inclinations 
and various intereſts that prevailed in 
ſucceeding Ages. For beſides that the 
School of Zexo was full of counterfeit 
Vertues, and that of Epicurus ſtuffed 
with real Vices, Philotophy became 
impious under Diagor.rs, impudent un- 
der Diogenes, felfilh under Demochares, 
cen{orious under Z.yco, voluptuous un- 
der Metrodorus, fantaſtical under Cy 4- 
res, licentious under Pyrrho, litigious 
under Cleantes, turbulent under Arce- 


filas, and took the humour of a But- 


foon under Menippus, and ſpirit of 
contradiction under Lacydes: In a word, 


- It was abandoned to all the ramblings 


chat the mind of man is capable of. 
The Philoſophers themſelves became 
jealous, envious, fickle, . raſh, unjuſt, 
paſſionate, and ſubje& to the infirmi- 
tics of the reſt of Mankind. Then be- 
gan men only to reaſon with reference 


3 


| 
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to their humours, *#mbition, and in- - 


trigues: andin a ſhort time, there was 
no foppery nor extravagancy , ſays 
Cicero, which had not ſome Philoſo- 
pher 
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_u tor Author and Patron. Men fol- 
owed no more Reaſon but Paſſhon , 

and made it their buſineſs more to 
maintain their Opinions with heats, 
than to defend the Truth w ith finceri- 
ty. The .diflerent intereſts of Secs 
who at that time laboured to over- 
throw one another, by the oppoſition 
that was among(t their Ring-leaders, 
did not a little contribute to that dil- 
order. The ancient School of P/aro 
degenerated by the Sentiments of the 
new, into the Sect of Scepticks and 
Pyrrhoniſls, who doubted of every 
thing. And after the death of Theo- 
phraſtus, the School of the Peripate- 
ticks remitted much of their applica- 
tion to Natural Philoſophy, that they 
might ſtudy Eloquence, And this was 
the revolution in Philoſophy, which 
followed that of Greece : for ſince that 
it loſt its liberty, under the Succeflors 
of Alexander, there aroſe but a few 
heads fit for the ſtudy of Nature, un- 
der the Reign of the Prolomies, who 
called the Learned to Alexawaris, and 
obliged them to leave Greece, Net- 
= Oo ther 
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ther was there almoſt any other Philo- 
ſopher of note in any other part of the 
world, except ſome followers of Plato, 
; _— Zeme,and Epicurns, who were 
* in ſome vogue at Athens, The Learn- 
, ed that got greateſt name cliewhere, 
were Athe nodorus Keeper of the Libra- 
ry of the Kings of Pergamus, who cor- 
reed the Books of Zens , Strato the 
Preceptor of Ptolemy Philadelphas , Art- 
fleas that was ſent by Prolery the Son 
of Leous to Eleazar High Pricit of Fe- 
reſalem ;, Zoilus, who made himſelf fa- 
mous by his Criticilmes on the Poems 
of Homer , Nicander the Phylician of 
young A:talus, Whoſe capacity Quin- 
rilian admires, Eratoſihenes, whoſe 
Fragments are ated by P/utarch, Athe- 
neus, Diogenes Laertins,and Clement of 
Alexandris, Apollonius of Rhodes, Li- 
brary-Keeper to Prolomy Everpetes z Ze- 
nodorus who Aouriſhed under Prolomy 
Sorter, and ſome others. The jealouſic 
it ſelf which aroſe berween the Kings 
of Alexandria and Pergamus, upon the 
tanfie they took of raiſing Libraries, 
lerved only to diſcredit the gs 


. 


: 


: 
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of Ariſtotle, for the foolith emulation 
that theſe Princes had to make great 


Collections of Books, made them with- 


out diſtintion give conſiderable re- 
wards to all who brought them in the 
Books of Ariſtotle, as Galen aſſures us ; 
and upon that account, ſuch was the 
induſtry of Bookſellers, that forty Vo- 
lumes of Analyticks bearing the name 
of Ariſtotle were colleted, though 
he never compoled bur four : And that 
confuſion was the caule that the inter- 
preters of that Philoſopher were to 
puzled-about the true diſtinction of his 
Books. 
IX, 

Philoſophy was not known at Rome, 
till Civility had polithed'it, The rhree 
firſt Ages of that ſtate were ſpent in 
the Conqueſt of /:a/y. Philoſophy was 
then lookt upon as the Mother of lazi- 
neſs, which became odious in a Re- 
publick where every one was uſctully 
employed, as appears in.a Fragment of 
Pacwvins, The love of Letters came 
to Rowe by the Commerce which they 
had with the Grecians. Then it was 
C 4 that 
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that the R»wmans became the Scholars of 


thoſe whoſe Maſters they were. For 
the Study of Philolophy was revived 


again even in Greece, by the periecu- 


tion of one of the Prolomy's, who ba- 
niſhed from Alexandri« the Philolo- 
phers whom his Predeccſlors had call- 
ed thither : The greateſt part of whom 
returned to Arhers, where the con- 
courle of the Learned gave new heat 
to Studies by a flight ot Wits that there 
ſignalized their Capacitic: Amongſt 
whom the chick were Panertins the Tu- 
tor of Lelins and Scipio, Po!ybins, Car- 
neades, Clitomachus, Apolionins Molo 
Preceptor to Fulras Ceſar and Cicero, 
who by the noile of their fame drew to 
Athens the moſt flouriſhing Youth of 
Ro1me, for the ſtudy of Philotophy ; 
and they occaſioned even emulation 
among the Romans, who began to ap- 
ply themſelves thereto with earneſt- 
nels. Lncretius Was the firlt that wrote 
there of Philoſophy, as he himſelf af- 
hrms, Qu2ti1:2* makes mention of 
one YVarre of Gallis Narbonenſis, that 
wrote on that lubjeR, Terentins ”arro, 
whom 


| 
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whom Sluft calls the learnedeſt of the 
Rem475, was a great Philolopher, Yir- 
21! was alſo one of the firſt that was 
delighted with the itudy of -cthe works 
of Niture, But no man in that time 
exprelit ſo great love for Phildlophy as 
Cicero, tor he wrote leveral Treatiles 
thereon, he explained to Terentias Var- 
ro the Doctrine of P/ato and other Phi- 
loſophers in his Academicks :. he wrote 
of the Moral Philoſophy of the Stoicks 
and Epicureans to Bratws: he made a 
Ditcourle to Hortenſins to excite him 
ro the love of Philoſophy, whereot St. 
Auguſiine makes mention. © He wrote 
to Trebatins the Book of Topicks, 
which 1s a kind of Logick. In fine, 
the troubles of the Republick encrea- 
ſing daily, and Tyranny beginning to 
take rooting there, he retired into the 
Country, where he applyed himſelf fo 
ſtrenuoully to the ſtudy of Philoſophy, 
that in x $ opinion of Plutarch, he 
was prouder of being a Philoſopher, 
than an Orator, BArutus hikewile in 
imitation of Cicero wrote ſome Trea- 
tiſcs of Philoſophy , which are loſt : 
And 
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And in this ſtate was Philoſophy at 
that time in Rome, —- 

| X. 

Furthermore the Romans, who made 
appear great ſolidity of wit in what 
they undertook, adhered to the Philo- 
ſophy of the Grecians, and attempted 
not the invention of any new one; 
probably alſo, becaule rheir genius 
inclined tkem to Eloquence. How- 


ever it be no partulity divided - 


their minds into different Opinions : 
Gravity, which was the Character of 
their Nation, allowed not the weaknel- 
ſes which ſpring from diſpute and pal- 
ſion, Old Caro who naturally deſpiſed 
every thing that was not truly Roman, 
could not endure that they ſhould learn 
any thing from the Grecians : That 
made him give his vote, that with all 
poſſible diligence the three Grecran Phi- 
loſophers, Carneades, Diozenes, and 
Critolaus, deputed from Greece to the 
Senate, ſhould be ſent back again, for 
fear that the Romen Wits might be in- 
feted with their Opinions. And it is 
to this allo, that the Oracle ia the ſixth 
Book 
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Book of 'the Aineides has a reference g 
which lays, that the Grec:4ans were to 
be greater -Orators and Philojophers 
than the Romans : 


1 Orabunt cauſas melins, te'iq, meatus 
Deſcrikent raaio, & ſurgentia ſiders 
aicent, 


As if Philoſophy had not been altoge- 
ther worthy of the Majeſty of the Em- 

rom This alſo Horace infinuates after 
11s manner, by the biting raillery which 

he jeers all the Sects with in his Satyrs : 
And by the Character of Ofe//ss, in 
whom he repreſents the mark of a Ro- 
1 man Philoſopher, by praiſing in his 
# perſon that grave, auſtere, and ſolid 
wiſdom, which was perfected without 
{1 any dependence on the Rules and Pre- 
” cepts which the Grecians lo much e- 
| ſicemed. 


Offe lus abnormis ſapiens craſſaq, mi- 
nerva, . 


The Grecians were indeed more poliſh- 
| E| 
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ed and formal in all their ways of car- 
riage thanthe R-»:4xs : but their man- 
ners were not altogetlhicr ſo pure, This 
is the Idea that Qs /»:i/i1z formed of 
both. Cicero who underſtood the Opi- 
nions of all the Philoſophers, addict- 
ed not himſelf to any. Young C79 
was a Stoick meerly by Conſtitution, 
Ceſar was 2 great Dialecticiin, eager 
in the purſuit of the knowledge of 
Nature, as he 1s repreſented by Lucan 
but Epicurean as to his Morals, aſwell 
as Pomponius Atticus, Horace was One 
of the Libertines in Philoſophy, who 
agreed with all Secs, and was of none. 
That was commonly his Set which 
{uted beſt with his Afﬀairs : For he 
changed and altered them as men 
change their humour: And lo much 
he proteſled himlelt. 
X 1. 

That ſmack of Philoſophy, which 
common fſenie and found judgment 
that then reigned ſeaſoned Rome with, 
continued {till under Augnſtn f,4 Prince 
of an even and lolid wit. He had able 
Maſters, as S«et07ius laith ; and oy 

us- 
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his Philoſophy he reigned with tran- 
quillity enough, conſidering the vio- 
lent Revolution that the Empire ſuf- 
fered at that time, There was hatch- 
ed at Rome during his Reign a new Sect 
of Philoſophers, whereof Poramon of 
Alexanaria was the Founder. That Phi- 
loſopher picked, out all that was ratio- 
nal in the Doctrine of the other Philo- 
ſophers, that he might compile it in- 
to a Syſteme , and therefore he called 
his Set, the Set of Feleficks, Tt 
had ſcarcely any followers but amongſt 
the Chriſtians, as Clemens Alexanari- 
mus aſſures us, The Tyranny that un- 
der Tiberius and his Succeſſors, began 
to domineer even over the minds and 
ſentiments of men, changed the coun- + 
tenance of Philoſophy , aſwell as of 
the Government and Afﬀairs, Moſt 
part of the perlons of Quality became 

Stoicks, that they might have a Cha- - 
rater of ſtedfaſtnels againſt the vio- | 
lences of Tiberins. So that bad for- | 
tune and diigrace made more.Philoſo- 
phers, than the School or Clofer ; and 
men by being unfortunate became wile. 
Cali- 


a 
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Calignls, . Nero, and Domitian banith- 
ed - Philoſophers from Rome : and 
Nero by a fantaitical appetite to Philo- 
ſophy, ſent tor Magician Philoſophers 
from Arabia, to refhine what he had 
learat from Sexecs. Seneca himſelt 


was a better Courtier than Philoſo- 


pher ; his Morality was ſevere, but his 
Do&trine not very exact, as Ouintilian 
obſerves. The truth is, Philoſophy 
was In no great eſteem in that time, 


 Wherein all things went by favoyr and 


complailance z mens care was only 
how to plcale and flatter the Empe- 
rours, and true merit being ſhut up 
in ſecret and in-(ilence ſtirred not a- 
broad. Philoſophers were not now 
diſtinguiſhed by Vertue and Doctrine, 
but by Habit and Grimaces ; which 
were made ule of to impole on the 
Publick, by diſguiling their real Con- 
dut. In tine, men became Philoſo- 
phers by the Beard, when they left off 
to be lo by Manners. As it appears by 
the accident that ſome time after hap- 
pened to Herodes Atticus ; Athing like 
a man wrapped up 1n a Cloak, with a 

| long 
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long Beard, preſented it ſclf to him: 
W hat ar'r, ſaid he ? A Philoſopher, re- 
ply'd arrogantly the Fellow. 7 ſee, (ſaid 
Herodes) the Cloak and Beard of 4 Phi- 
loſopher , but the Philoſopher 1 ſee mot 
Jer, 

XII. 

The Study of Philoſophy , which 
was grown contemptible under the 
firſt Emperours, through intrigue and 
policy which the Revolution of the 
State, and the weaknels of new Go- 
vernment produced, began ro reflou- 
riſh under the Emperour Aar/4», and 
his Succeſlors, 1n {cha manner, that 
theſe Princes themſelves were proud of 
being Philoſophers ; and were pleaſed 
when they were flattered to be com- 
plemented with that new Title. As it 
happencd to Marcus Aurelius and Come 
modus, when Athenagoras and St, Fu- 
ſtin, who were deputed by the Grecian 
Churches, to inform them of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, made their Harangues 
to them. Tr4ja» who by his wit and. 
inclination was already become fayou- 
' rable to Learning , the Natural _ 

| ® 
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of Pliny, which was publiſhed in the 
time of Yeſ»s/ian, and the Diſcourſes 
of Dron Chriſoſtom, who compoled 
Tre:tiſes of Moral and Natural Philo- 
ſophy, contributed to the reviving of 
that Spirit , which P/#tarch, one of the 
wiſcſt and moſt judicious Philoſophers 
that ever was, inſpired into the Em- 
perour A4ar{14n, whole Preceptor he 
was, 25 he had before done to Tr4jar ; | 
and his Works which were at the {ame ; 
time fo favourably received of the pub- 
lick, renewed in men a relith of Phi- 
lolophy : Wherein he was well ſecond- 
ed by Fatorinus, Secretary to the Em- 
perour, who by his Wrirings gave his 
Maſter jealouſie z of whom D:ogemes 
Laertins \peaks fo often, with an ho- 
nourable Character, That love of Phi- 
loſophy which Adri2, re-eſtiblithed at 
Alexandriz, by the Lerned whom he 
ſent thicher, continued under his Suc- 
ceſlors, by the cares of EriFerus, who 
having withdrawn from Kom?, for the 
horrour which he conceived of Dom- 
tian's Reign, returned again in the time 
of Antonine, to whom he was Pre- 
CEPror z 
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ceptor z by the Writings of Arrienes 
his Scholar , Peaks i to Antoninus 
Pius ; by the Works of Galen, Phy(i- 
cian to the Emperours, and tho fineſt 
Wit of thoſe times, by thoſe of Dis- 
genes Laertins, Herodes Atticus the Di- 
ſciple of Favorinas, Pauſanias, Aulns 
Gellins, Ptolomy that famous Aſtrono- 
mer, Maximus of Tyre, one of the 
Preceptors of Marcass Aarelius, and of 
many other Learned men that followed 
them; as of Taurus of Berytus, Athe- 
naus, Alexander Aphroaiſens, Philoſtra- 
tns, Plotinus, Apuleins and Porphyrins ; 
who being encouraged by the "her, 
ple of Emperours, in theſe and the fol- 
owing Ages, revived the love of Phi- 
lofophy by their learned Works. © In 
fine, it ſeems that the ſtudy of Truth 
began to be more valuable in a time, 
when the Oracles themſelves began to 
lye. And Philoſophy was ſo much in 
faſhion in the' time of Lucian, that he 
undertook in ſeveral parts of his Works 
to render Philoſophers ridiculous, and 
chictly in the Dialogues of the Battel 
of the Lepithes, the Sycophant 
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[caromenippns, the gyuick and Fays- 
tives z the nipping Jeits that he puts 
upon them on all occaſions in inutation 
of Cretines and Ariſbopbanes, who pla 
upon Pythagor 4s and Secrates, do ft: 
ficiently evidence , that the opinion 
whercin they were held at that time, 
gave ground to raillery. The truth is, 
there was ſo counterteit an outſide in 
that Profeſſion, and the name of phr- 
leſepher was ſo horribly abuſed, that 
that Author who let up for the publick 
Cenlurer of the Manners of his time, 
had reaſon to make ir one of the prin- 
cipal tubjects of his Satyr. 
_. XIII. 

But that Divine Philoſophy which 
deicended from Heaven, by the birth 
of JESUS CHRIST, being ſpread 
abroad in the world by the Doctrine 
and exemplary life of Chriſtians, Pa- 
gan Philojophy began to appear to 
men very frivolous , elpectally when 
they came to underſtand what was that 
Supreme Good , about which men 
had for ſo many Apes diſputed in 
vain: and after that all-celeſtial Mors- 
lry 
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lity of the Goſpel, wherein all the WiCſ- 
dom of God appeared to be com- 
priſed, had been publiſhed in the 
world, it filled the minds of the 
Pagans with jealouſie, For S. Paal 
having been deſirous to ſpeak before 
the Areopace of the Immortality of the 
Soul, and the reſurrection of the Body, 
as of an indubitable gruth, he was 
treated there with {corn and contempt, 
by the Phuloſophers who were then at 
Athens, who endeavoured to make him 
paſs for a Babler. The ſpirit of Vani- 
ty and Pride, which reigned moſt in the 
Heathen Philoſophy, obliged that A- 
poltle to diſcredit it, by the advice he 
gave the Colrfſians, to take heed left 
they ſhould be miſled by the vain rea« 
ſonings of Philolophers. Emulation 
encrealcd fti]l more 1n {ucceeding times: 
For S. Auſtin, Clemrns Alexanarinns, 
Tertwlliin, and Enſcbius employed all 
the force of their Eloquence. and all 
the ardour of their Zeal, to decry the 
fooliſh wiſdom of Paganitm : As the 
Heathens gn the other hand began to 
declaim againſt our Religion, whereof 
D 2 Lucian 
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Lacien had the impudence to call the 
Author a Sophiſt, and Chriſtians ig- 
norant People , and Offavien in Mi- 
nutins Felix reproached them for being 
wholly deſtitute of _— S. As- 
guſtine in one of his Works refutes 
theſe Calumnies with all the vehe- 
mence he could, But becauſe at that 
time the Miracles wrought by Chriſtt- 
ans did much authoriſe their Doctrine, 
the Pagans had their recourſe to Ma- 
gick and Enchantments, to keep up 
their credit by ſuch wicked Practices, 
when the uſual ways failed them. That 
abominable fancy to Magick, had be- 
fore that its beginning in thoſe who 
made profeſſhon of Philoſophy, under 
the firſt Emperours, by means of 
Anaxilaus and Nipidias Fignlus, both 
Pythagoreans, whom Auouſtus baniſh- 
ed, and of the Magician Philoſophers 
whom Nero (ent Br from Arabia, It 
redoubled under Domitian by the im- 
poſtures of Apollonius Thyaneus, of 
whom MHierocles compoſed a Book, 
comparing his Miracles to the Miracles 


of Juzsus Curisr; and whoſe 
Life 
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Life Philoftratus wrote on the ſame de- 
ſign, as Eanaepim« wrote the Lives of 
the Sophiſts, who were almoſt ail Ma- 
gicians, that he might oppole them to 
the life of Chriſtians , 1s they 
gained the admiration of People, by 
their Vertue and Miracles which they 
wrought. The fancy to (o deteſtable 
a'Philoſophy was encreaſed by the Do- 
Qrine of Pythaporas, which was at 
that time in faſhion, and whereof the 
followers became Necromancers , as 
1.4 by the reproach that Zacian 

s on them 1n one of his Dialogues. 
But nothing gave lo great a current to 
ſo idle a Philoſophy, as the freakiſhneſs 
of the Emperour F«/ian, who giving 
his mind to all the horrid abſurdities 
which the extravagance of his curioſi- 
ty ſuggeſted to him, made an execra- 
ble mixture of what was holy in our 
Religion with the impieties of _ 
niſm, that he might ſhape to himſelf 


an abominable Philoſophy, And moſt 
part of the Philoſophers of that time 
were Magicians, to pleaſe the Empe- 
rour ; Which appeared fince in Aps- * 
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leixs a Platonick Philoſopher, who be- 
ing accuſed of Magick by the Magi- 
ſtrates, defended himſelf no otherwile, 
than by a pretended connexion, which 
he alledged,of Philoſophy with natural 
Magick. That abomination , which 
continued in the ſtydy of Philoſophy 


; until the time of Beerizs, and whereof 


he purges himſelf, gaye ground to the 
| firſt beginnings of Cabaliftick Philo- 
ſophy and Chymiſtry, as Delrio al- 
ſures us, 

XIV. 


By how much the Heathen Philoſo- 
phy fell into extravagancy, by all theſe 
exceſſes ; ſo much that of Chriſtians 
continucd to advance to/perſocion in 


the ſearch of Truth, aſwell by the pu- 


rity of ins Doctrine, as the mtegrity 


of their Manners. It is reported, thar 


Solon travelling in Egypr found there a 
Phyofopher of the Country, who told 
him with a certain air of Aurhority, 
The Grecians, Solon, are but Children, 
Which happened to be but too true, 
in regard of the Heathens, when Chri- 
{ttqn Philoſophy began to ſpread abroad 

Sos ns 
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ics light into the world: becauſe hu- 
mane Reaſon appeared in all its weak- 
nels, before the beams of that divine 
brightneſs of Faith, But they who 
brought Philoſophy in greatelt vogue 
among the Chaillimawhocher by their 
works, or the publick protedion they 
made thereof, were Ariſ{t4cs, one of 
the moſt learned of thole that flouriſh- 
ed at Alexanaris under the Emperour 
Adrian, Fuſlin Martyr, Tatian, Athe- 
nacor as, Bardeſanes, Athenogenes, Apo! - 
lizars Buhop of Hieropolis, Melito Bl- 
ſhop of Sards, S, Irenews whom Ter- 
tulltizy calls a man verled in all 
Sciences, Tertullian himſelf, who 
was obliged to ſtudy Philoſophy to de- 
fend Religion, which in the minds of 
the Pagans paſſed for a Set of Philo- 
ſophy ; Penthenmw, who explained the 
Catcchiſm to Chriſtians in the School 
of Alexandria, Clement his Scholar, 
who having, through Greece and Egypr, 
in vain ſought the wiſdom of thus 
world, learnt the wiſdom of Heaven, 
ia the School of bleſſed P:nrhenms , to 
whoſe place he ſucceeded in that fa- 
D 4 mous 
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mous Chair of the Chriſtian Schools ; 
Origen,who ſucceeded to Clement, and 
who, that he might refute the Philoſo- 
pher Ce/ſws, learned all the Opinions 
that were taught at that time z ZaiFan- 
tive, who was ignorant of nothing of 
all the Se&s of Philoſophers ,; Arne- 
biws, who with ſo great judgment wrote 
againſt the Gentiles , S, Gregory Nazts 
anzen, of whom Euſebizs (peaks with 
ſo many Elogies , Ammoniws,who was 
eſteemed by the Pagan Philoſophers, 
and who was the firſt that taught 
Chriſtians the Philoſophy of Ari/orle. 
To thele great men, may be added S. 
Baſil, who was the greateſt DialeQi- 
cian of his time, in the opinion of Gre- 


gory Thaumaturgws ; S. Chryſoſtom, who - 


became as great a Philoſopher as he 
was an Orator , S. Au2uf/i:ne, who, be- 
ſides the three Books he wrote againſt 
the P/:ronicks, made a Treatiſe of Dia- 
letick, which is to be found in the 
- firſt Volume of his Works, I could 
name a great many more, who adorn- 
ed that time with the luſtre of their 
knowledge, authoriling the Religion 
. v 
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which they preached by the purity of 
their lives, and making the drycſt 
Thorns of Philoſophy fructite by the 
{acred ſtreams of their Doctrine. 

X V. 

From this Sun-ſhine of Philoſophy 
which at that time appeared, by the 
emulation of the Chriftians and Pa- 
gans, men fell ſince into a grols air of 
barbarity and ignorance, which can- 
not be \ufficiently lamented. It was 
in thoſe wretched times, when the 
Huns, Vanaals, Goths, and Longobards 
broke in upon 7ts/y. That diſorder 

an by the burning of the Biblio- 
theck of the Emperours, which hap- 
pened at Conſtantinople, under the Em- 
pire of Zexoz, wherein Philoſophy and 
 theother Sciences were much concern- 
ed, by the loſs of more than ſix(core 
thouſand Volumes. The Arabian; ha- 
ving rendred themſelves Maſters of the 
world, by their Conquelts in the fol- 
lowing Ages, made a kind of revolu- 
tion in Learning aſwell as in the Em- 
pire. The nature of their genius, which 
was ſubtil, plodding , and Peru 
tad - an 
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and tied them too litcrally to the Text 
of Ariſtore,made them tollow a kind of 
abſtract reaſoning, which did ſomewhat 
deviare from the (olidity of the Greets 
and Latines ; and though there ap- 

much ſubtilty in that way, yer 

i muſt be acknowledged , that that 
new ftrain of Reaſon icemed talle, by 
the miſtakes whereinto Avicenna, Al- 
kinds, Aloazel, Averroes, Alpharabins, 
Albohaſen, and ſome others fell, of 
whom Poſſevin in the third Book of his 
Bibliotheck relates the Errours to an 
enormous number. LZudovicus Vives 
ſpeaking of the Metaphylicks of Awi 
cenna , and the Philolophy of Aver- 
yoes, pretends that both look like the 
raverics of a wandring imagination, 
and the Viſions of the Alcoran. And 
Thomas Aquins in one of his Opsſcles 
ſays, that Averrecs was not ſo much a 
follower of Ariftorle, which he pro- 
feſſes, as a corrupter of his Doarine, 
But belides that, under the Ar4b1ans 
Philolophy became rice and full of 
uirks, by theſe preciſions and ab- 
Notions which it introduced 

into 
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into the Schools : It became allo _ 
ly barbarous in its expreſhons ; Rea- 
By if I may ſo fay, having unlearned 
to ſhew it ſelf under rational terms. It 
muſt be granted however , that the 
Arabians, by the quality of their gent- 
us, om — _— m_ the 

ity of their Arms and 
fforded Hwa did (o apply htenſelves | 
to the ſtudy of the Mathematicks and 
Philoſophy, that they became in that 
time the learnedeſt men in the world, 
And Averroes by the depth of his 
plodding genius, and the ſtudy of A- 
riſtetle, deſerved to be called his Com- 
mentator, and _ a Set of Phi- 
loſophers under his owg,gftme ; who 
oppoſed themſelves to Aphrodiſems, 
Phrloponws, and the reſt of the Grec;- 
ans, Nevertheleſs as Averrees under- 
ſtood not Arifterle but by a Tranſlation 
not very exact, he fell himſelf inro fo 
hornible perverſions of his ſenſe, that 
Bazolinus a Philoſopher of Yerons, 2 + 
mars, and Mantinws in yain aſſayed to 
corre him. For Y7ves ſayes, that he 
read only s baſe Latin Tranſlation - 

| rig 
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the Text of Ariorle, whereof he made 
another into Arabick ſtill worſe, The 
truth is, that beſides the unfaithful Co- 
pies, which the Ar«bians had of Arifto- 
tle*'s Text, as Yives and Poſſevin aſſures 
us; it is thought,that the Gen:ws of the 
Arabian Language is ſo different from 
the Greet Tongue, that the one can 
hardly exhauſt the ſenſe of the other, 
to make a Faithful Tranſlation : for 
with ſome proportion it may be ſaid 
of all the reſt of the Arabians, what 
Celins Rhodipinus (ayes of Avicenna, 
Aricenna lingueprece ignarus cum li- 
bros Ariſtotels muttilos perverſoſq, lege. 
ret, autorem eminentiſſimum minus con- 
ſequi potui Picus Miranduls (ayes, 
that AverroeFMuck to the ſtudy of 4- 
riſtotle, and Avicennato Plato, which 


ocaſioned the Oppoſition of Opini- 


ons that arc to be found betwixt 
them. After all, they were both 

Men, and of extraordinary d_ 
amongſt the Learned. 
XVI. 

The School-men, who all addited 

themſelves to the Doctrine of Ariftorke, 

| and 


 * 
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and formed their minds by the ſtud 
of the Arabians, from whomthey too 
that ſubrile and nice Spirit , which 
ſince ſlipt into the Schools, made the 
laſt Se of Philoſophers, which hath 
been in any reputation, Thomas A- 
wines 1s pretended to have been the 
ner of that Se, for having read 
Ariſtotle in a Tranſlation of Averrees 
made by a $Spaztard, he took from. it 
the: Method, which Zwfranc Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury , Gilbert Porre- 
tain Biſhop of Poidtiers, Abelard, and 
Peter. Lombard, had already rough- 
hewn upon the Idea that Damaſcenus 
had framed thereof : and whereof 
Petey Comeſlor compoſed the firſt Ele- 
ments, for they were great DialeQici- 
ans, Dane 1n his Prolegomenaupon 
the firſt of the Sentences, wry written 
the beginnings of the Scholaſtick Phi- 
loſophy, which may be ſaid to have 
had three different periods, as is report- 
ed of the School of Plato , the an- 
cient, the middle and the new Scho- 
laftick. The firſt, which had it's be- 
ginning under the Archbiſhop of Car 
terbury, 
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terbury, or to lay better, under Peter | 
Lembard, laſted almoſt rwo hundred 

years, andended under Albertus Mag - 
aus. Lombard (oiled much the purity of 
Theology, by many unprofitable que- 
ſtions, wherewith he perplexed it. 
Alexander Aleſius was the moſt conli- 
derable of thele firſt School-men. The 
ſecond began with Albertus Magnar, 
Biſhop of Ratiſbonne, the valteſt Genias 
of theſe Ages, in the Judgment of 

Trithemus, and continued until D&- © 
raxdas: and during that ſpace of a- 
bout an hundred years, the Doctrine 
of Ariſtotle: was raiſed to the higheſt 


-pitch of its reputation, by the vogue 


that Thomas Aquin.s and John Duns a 
Scotilh-man gave it. Thele were the 
two Spirits of greateſt capacity for Phi- 
lolophy in theſe laſt Ages. No Man 
ever reaſonned with more juſtneſ(s and 


 exactne(s than Thomas Aquinas : Solis 
dity was his chief character, 'as ſub- 


tility that of Scorwus, They both made 

themſelves fofamous by their learning, 

that they became the heads of two the 

molt celebrated Sects that ever = 
| a 
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and had it not been for the miſery of 
their times, wherein barbarity reigned, 
hey would have been comparable to 
the greateſt Philoſophers of Antiqui- 
ty. Thethird Age of School-Philoſo- 
phy began with Darexdss, who to get. 
reputation, did rile againſt Thomas A4- 
mu , but with little ſucceſs, and 
- laſted till Gabrie! Bie/ a German, the 
compiler of other Philoſophers, who 
expreſled ill, what he conceived indiffe- 
rently well, for there is a dulneſs in 
his expreſſion , that renders him dry 
and harſh, Then did the Wits ſubtt- 
- lize more and more by an emulation of 
being Nominalifts or Realiſts. Ochans 
was the chicf of the Nominaliſts, who 
taught that Beings Univerſal were but 
words, and Scetus leader of the Rea» 
lifts, who taught that the ſame Uni- 
ver{al beings were real things. And 
as that age was infected with that 
naughty air which corrupted the - 
Schools , ſo the animoſity of theſe two 
Se&s hurried mens minds into ſuch ex- 
tremities, as cannot be paralell'd in an- 
. tiquityz for in Germany they _ | 
uc 
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ſuch War together , as broke ſome- 
times out, into extravagancy and 
rage. It was no more diſputing in the - 
Univerſities, but downright tghtiog, 
and opinions were only defended b' 
violence. Then it was that Philo- 
ſophy was wholly taken up about the 
operations of the mind, conceptions, 
- and preciſions : the wits drained their 
reaſons with frivolous queſtions; Men 
fell into hears for bare and pure forma- 
lities, raiſed to themſelves Phantaims, 
and Diſputations , Reaſon became li- 
tigious and trickiſh to maintain it elf, 
and truth was almoſt nothing elſe but 
the price of the diſpute. This was 
called Wit, but was it (0? In this me- 
thod were compoſed heaps of idle 
Books and Opinions, which ſtifled all 
that remained of a good relith for Ler- 
ers. Nevertheleſs , that Scholaſtick 
Air, how dry loever it was, appeared 
molt f{olid and proper to overthrow 
falſhood : error and impoſture could 
not endure its ſplendour, and the 
ſharpneſs, animofitie, and paſſion, 
whuch wasthea to be found in diſputes, 
Was 


; 
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was not ſo much the fault of the 
Schools, as of thoſe that abuſed them, 
- XVII. | 
There were notwithſtanding in theſe 
es three Philoſophers, who by a 
ſpirit of novelty took their flight out 
of the Schools, and deviſed a method 
quite different from what was in ule: 
thefe were Reymund Lully, Cardan, and 
Paracelſus, who with very different 
Notions were all three of a Character 
not much different. Reymund Lally by 
the commerce which he entertained 
with the Arabians, became very $kil- 
tul in Medicine, Natural Philoſophy 
and Aſtronomy : And of thele three 
Sciences he made a fourth, the Art of 
Chymuſtry, whereof in Spain and /taly 
he was the Reſtorer. He endeavoured 
to overturn the order eſtabliſhed in the 
Schools, by reducing Philoſophy and 
other Sciences to a method, that has 
nothing of ſolidity, and which is 10 
tar from making men learned, that ir 
could never make one realonable. Car- 
dan is a vaſt and irregular head that 
offers at all without diſtinction ; and 
E Hxes 
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fixes on nothing : What he ſays him- 
ſelf of his famuliar ſpirit, which he be- 
lieves to be made up of S4rurn and 
Mercary 15 lo fooluh, that one cannot 
read him in cold blood without laugh- 
ter: And what he adds elſewhere, that 
that ſpirit did not communicate it ſelf 
to him but in-dreams, 1s till more ex- 
travagant. It is he who hath in theſe 
laſt Ages revived all that ſecret Philo- 
lophy of the Cabal and Cabalilts, 

which fills the world with ſpirits, to 
which he pretends that men may be- 
come like, purifying themlelves by 
Philoſophy. © But Parace!ſus who had 

the air more of an Operator than Phi- 
lolopher, is the moft extravagant of 
al]: For he fancied to himſelf to make 
a new Philoſophy, a new art of Medi- 
cine, and anew Religion, of his own 
head making himſelf, by a ridiculous 
neutrality, the Mediator between the 
Pope and Z«:her, that he might bring 
them both to his Maxims, Gobory was 
his firſt Follower in Fraxce, a very ſu- 
——— Naturaliſt, but a great Diſtil- 
&r, Parace!ſns had adeep wit, a dull 

| and 
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and obſcure expreſſion , all his words 
were Riddles,and his diſcourſes Myſte- 
ries. Rullandas a Germans Phylician 
made a DiQtionary of his terms, with 
which one cannot yet underſtand him. 
Paracelſus re-eſtabliſhed Chymiſtry in 
Germany: The Emperour Charles the 
Fifth heard him ; but upon the propo- 
ſition that he made to enrich him by 
Chymuſtry, called him an Enthuſiaſt, 
To thelc three Philolophers may be ad- 
ded Cornelias Aorippa, Arnoldus de 
Villa nova, Peter of Apono, Bacon, and 
ſome other Cabaliſts, of whom Azr:p- 
pa himſelf ſpeaks in his Epiſtle to the 
Abbot Trichemius. But all that Philo- 
ſophy can ſerve for no other end, but 
to lead men into extravagancy and 1l- 
Inſion , becauſe it ſeems to diſguiſe un- 
der the veil of Natural Knowledge, 
what is moſt black and horrid in Ma- 
gick. About that time Reachlin en- 
deavoured to. revive in Germany the 
Philoſophy of Pythagoras, as Marxcil- 
ins Ficinas had in 1taly re-eſtabliſhed 
the Doctrine of Plato. Theſe were 
the Diſtempers by thoſe Ages: Of 
2 


which 
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which the different taſts for Philo(o- 
phy, the diverſity of ſentiments, and 
the inſtability of ſpirits that 15 to be 
ſeen at that time, ſhews ſufficiently the 
weakneſs. 

X VIII. 


In fine, ſeeing the love of Learning, 
and eſpecially ot Philoſophy, became 
confined to Ewrope, the different Natt- 
ons thereof applyed themſelves vart 
oully to it, according to the diverlity 
of their genius's and inclinations. The 


| Spaniards according to the Character 


of their Wits, cut out for Dialectick 
and Reflexions, became ſubtle in their 
Realonings, Formaliſts and Metaphy- 
ſicians, The 1t4/:ans took a more a- 
greeable air, they grew for moſt part 
curious in lovely Ideas z the Works ot 
Triphus one of the learncd of the laſt 
Ages, in(pired into them love for the 
Philoſophy of Ariſter/e, and the Books 
of Cardinal Beſſarion and Afarcilins Fi- 
cinuws gave them an inclination for the 
Philoſophy of Plato, . ro which they 
accommodated themſelves better than 
other Nations, by the quality of _ 

ne 
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fine genius, naturally quick but lazie, 
The Frexch, who found themlelves ca- 
pable of all Sciences, embraced all, 
and by that Character of Capacity and 
Curiolity, copied what they , found 
good amonglt other Nations, and ſuc- 
cecded in every thing. The Emgliſb, 
by that depth of Wit which is com- 
mon to their Nation, loved the Me- 
thods that were profound , abſtruſe, 
and far-ſought ; and by a head-ſtrong 
application to labour, {ct themlelves 
to the obſervation of Nature more than 
other Nations: as appears by the 
Works which they have publiſhed. 
The Germans, by the neceſſity which 
the Climat impoſed upon them to 
keep themſelves by the fire, and by the 
conveniency of their Stoves, addicted 
themſelves to Chymiſtry , as did other 
Northern people: So that the Southern 
Countries contributed to make Philo- 
ſophy profound and ſubtle, and the 
Northern to render it laborious and 
mechanical, And of all the modern 
Philoſophers, thoſe that have made 
greateſt noiſe, are Gali/eus an Italian, 
E 3 Bacon, 
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Bacon, Hobbes, and Boile Englith, @2ſ- 
ſends and Deſcartes French, and Y an- 
helmont Dutch-man. Galtilews teems 
or to be the moſt ingenious ot all, and 
he 1 think may be called the Father of 
Modern Philoſophy, His Method re- 
ſembles much that of the Platoniſts, 
-his Stile is pleaſant ; and by his man- 
ner of Writing he conceals many de- 
tects: though he hath copied many 
things from the Primitive Philoſophers, 
yet all ſeems to be his own, and he 1s | 
taken for the original in ſeveral places, 
where he is but the tran{criber. Bacon 
has a ranging wit which dives not 
decp into any thing , his too great 
reach hinders him trom being exact, 
the moſt parrtof his ſentiments are ra- 
ther Overtures for meditation, than 
Maxims to be followed : His Opinions 
are ſomewhar- ſubtile and ſparkling , 
and if they be rightly conſidered, they 
reſemble more [parks of tire, than an 
entire and natural light, Hobbes is ob- 
ſcure without delight, ſingular in his 
Notions, learned, but not very ſolid, 
and inconftant in his . Doctrine ; for 

| he 
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he is ſometimes Eprcarean, lometimes 
Peripatetick.  Bozle is exact in his Ob- 
{crvations ; no man in Exrope hath en- 
riched Philolophy with {ſo many Expe- 
riments as he , he reafons upon his Ex- 
periments with indifferent good con- 
lequence , which after all are not al- 
_ unqueſtionable , becaule Jus prin- 
ciples are not always certain: heis in 
a word, an able Philolopher and great 
Naturaliſt. Gaſſendus, who delired on- 
ly to pals for the Reſtorer of the Phi- 
lolophy of Democritus and EpICUrns, 
{peaks little of his own head , there is 
nothing almoſt in him but the beauty 
of ſtile; that may give him the credit 
of an admirable Author: To refute 
his Natural Philoſophy there necds no 
more but the Arguments of Ariſtotle 
againſt Democritus and his Dilciples, 
Deſcartes 1s one of the moſt extraordi- 
nary genius's that hath appeared in 
theſe laſt times, one of a fertile wit 
and. profound meditation : the conca- 
_tenation of his Do&rine reaches his 
point, the order of it is well deviſed 
according to his principles ; and his 
E 4 Syſteme 
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Syſteme, though made up of the an- 
cient and modern, is well digeſted. 
The truth is, he teaches men too much 
_ todoubr, and that Is no good model 
for (ſpirits naturally incredulous : but 
in fipe, he is more original than 0- 
thcrs. Fanhe'!mont, through the know- 
Iedge which he had of Nature after his 
way, performed ſuch prodigious things 
by his Remedies, that he was put 1n- 
ro the Inquiktion, upon ſuſpicion that 
what he did was above the power of 
Nature. n a word, Ga/:/eus 15 the 
molt agreeable-of the Moderns, Facom 
the moſt ſubtle, Gaſſendus the moſt 
learned, Hobbes the moſt plodding and 
thoughttul, Bozl/e the moſt curious, 
Deſcartes the moſt ingenious, and /an- 
helmont the greateſt Naturaliſt, but 
roo much wedded to Paracelſus, The 
moſt unwverlal mcthod of his Philo- 
tophy, is the ſympathy and antipathy 
of Simples and mixt Bodies, which he 
well underſtood, 
XIX. 

Upon the retail of all theſe notions 

of Ancient and Modern Philoſophy,and 


upon 
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upon the different character of both, 
this comparifou may be made, The 
Ancient Philoiophy is more founded 
on authority, and the Modern on expe- 
rience ; the Ancient 1s ſimple and na- 
tural, the Modern artificial and elabo- 
rates the former is more modeſt and 
grave, the latter more imperious and 
pedantick, The ancient 1s peaceable 
and calm ; for it was to far trom dil- 
puting, that it would have the minds 
of Youth prepared by the Mathema- 
ticks, that they might be accuſtomed 
to {1bmit to demontitration without 
heſitation : the modern 1s of a ſtrain of 
diſputing of every thing, and of train- 
ing up Youth to noiſe and the tumule 
of the School, The Ancient inquires 
only into truth out of a ſincere deſire 
to. find it: the Modern takes pleaſure 
to diſpute it, cven when it is diſcover- 
ed. The one advances more ſecurely 
in its method, becaule it hath alwayes 
the Metaphylicks for a guide : the 0- 
ther is unſure in its ſteps when it is 
once deprived of that conduct. Con- 
ſtancy, Fidelity, ſound Judgment, and 
Stedtaitneſs 
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Seedfaſtneſs,was that which men callcd 
Philoſophy in the dayes of P/are. And 
the dilhike of buſinels, peeviſhnels, the 
renouncing ot pleatures when the uſe 
of them is loſt through the extinction 
of paſſions, I know not what Autho- 
rity that is derived from the Gray- 
beard , counterteit audacity, phleg- 
matick (ullennc(s, moderation, and all 
that Wildom which ſprings from the 
weakneis of Agc and Conſtitution, 1s 
the Philofophy of a great many now- 
a-dayes. The Ancicnt 1s univerlally 
more learned, it aims at all : and the 
' Modern confines it (elf to the ſole con- 
ſideration. of nature, reciting atisfied 
to be a mere Naturaliſt. In fine, the 
Ancient is more addicted to ſtudy, 

more laborious and indefatigable in 
what it-undertakes ; for the Prinutive 
Plulolophers (peat their lives in ſtudy: 

the Modern is le(s conſtant in its ap- 
plication, more ſuperficial in its pains, 
and more precipitate in its ſtudies. And 
this precipitation accuſtomes it by Intle 
and little to ground too ealily, reaſon- 
ings not very exact, upon uncertain 
rumours 
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rumours, teſtimonies of little credir, 
and upon experiments not well agreed 
upon. HI pronounces boldly upon 
doubts and uncertainties, to fatisfie in 
ſome manner the eagerneſs that it ſome- 
times hath to vent its imaginations, 
and to give vogue to novelties: fo 
that to make a deciſion between both, 
I amot the Opinion of that intelligent 
Philoſopher of theſe laſt Ages, who 
all things being well conſidered was of 
the mind to ſtick to the Ancients, and 
leave the Moderns to themſelves: for 
the plain common ſenſe of the Primi- 
tive Philoſophers, 1s preferable to all 
the art and quaintneſs of the new, 
But let us.conclude without prejudice, 
that as from what Cloud ſoever the 
day breaks out, it ſhould be accounted 
pleaſant, ſo from what part ſoever 
truth comes, it ought to be eſteemed. 
Let us no more diſtinguith ancient rea- 
ſon from new, becauſe on what ſide 
loever we behold it, and what colour 
ſoever wegiveit,it is alwayes the ſame.” 
And let us make this reflexion, that 1f 
there be ſome Opinions better received 


by 
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by the publick than others, it is bus 
ſometimes becauſe their Cabals have 
been more powerful,or their Stars more 
favourable. ET 

XK F. 

There are theretore two extremities 
to be avoided, in the courle that is to 
to be held between the Ancient and 
Modern Philolophers. The firſt is of 
thole who out of a good Opinion 
which they have of chemlclves, find 
nothing comparable to their own 
Age: the Zeal wluchthey have to free 
themſelves from the Tyranny, which 
the Authority of the Ancients have us 
{urped over mens minds, is a falle 
Zeal: that is the way to impoſe new 
Laws on Realon, under pretext of giv- 
ing it liberty. And all theſe fair pre- 
cepts which men give us to ſhake off 
the prejudices of Education, Cuſtome, 
Authority, and to cure our (elves of po- 
pular anticipations, are but Snares laid 
- for our credulity : they {peak tous only 
of liberty, to impoſe upon us a new 
Yoke. Ir is only to give to the 
Moderns , what Men would- take 

from 
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from the Ancients; and to deſtroy the 
credit of Ari//o:le to ſet up the reputa- 
tion of Deſcartes: bur is it juſt ro de- 
{piſc tho[#whom all antiquity have re- 
ſpeed ? Tradition alone and the U- 
niver{al Conlent of all people, might 
oblige us to do Juſtice to thole great 
Men, who have been the Founders of 
Sciences , for the World is 2 great Al- 
ſembly, wherein every Age has its 
Vore z and to know who 1s preferable 
in the Judgment we pals on men, we 
muſt look on thoſe who have deſer- 
ved trom the Publick the moſt Univer- 
verlal Approbation. None but {uper- 
ficial minds can be pleaſed with Novel- 
tics, He that 1s lolidly wile, is not 
ſurpriſed at the luſtre of Noveltic ; he 
adheres only to what is eſtablithed by 
the ſuffrage of the Ancients, as the 
Prophet hath it. 1s 1t poſſible that (o 
my Ages, {0 many Great-Wits, {o 
much Application, and ſo manv 
Works, have been able to produce no- 
thing that is tolerable, ſaith Cicero ? So 
that it we compare our ſelves with 
the great men of the firſt Ages, let us 
nor 
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not decide raſhly in our own favours : 
we are partial Judges, it is the part of 
polterity to give their verdict thereof. 
Let us but calt our eyes 6n the ages 
paſt, and that will teach us modelty 
Thetc great Men, beſides the extraordi- 
nary gexiw« they had tor Sciences, ſpent 
their lives in continual pains, with a 
docility of Spirit without example. 
Pythagoras was a Schollar fifty years 
under the greateſt Maſters of the world. 
Euſebius ayes that Democritms ſtudied 
fourlcore years. Parmonides hid him- 
ſelf eighteen years in a Cave, there to 
medicate on Logick; Plato was the 
Diſciple of Socrates . Archyt us and 
Ewurytics, above forty years. Ariſtotle 
ſtudied under P/ato more than twenty 
years. And thall we, forſooth, after 
two years {light ſtudy, under very 
ordinary Maſters, pretend to compare 
with theſe great men ! , 

XXI. 

The other extremity to be avoided 
Ing che An- 
ticats ſometimes without Reaſon : Men 
make an Idol of their Authority by a 

| blind 
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blind prejudicated perſwaſion of their 
merit. Such was the head-ſtrongneſs 
of George of Trabiſond, who made a 
Book to prove the conformity of A- 
riſtotle with the holy Scriptures : and 
of Marcilins Ficinus who pretends 
that Pl/aro knew the myſtery of the 
Trinity, For which Medina a Spaniſb 
Divine condemns him of boldneſs in- 
jurious to the purity of our Religion, 
which contains nothing bur what 1s ſu- 
pernatural. Hermol aus Barkarius was 
yet more whimlical in his cleaving to 
the Doctrine of Ar:/orle : that learned 
man by an horrible Cataſtrophe of his 
Wits raiſed the Devil, that he might 
learn the truc (enſe of Ari/ter/e, about 
a Term which that Philoſopher uſed, 
and whereof the {ignification ſeemed 
to him ambiguous. But the moſt fan- 
raſtical of all, was the Emperour Fa- 
lian, who, as Ammianus Marcellinus 
ſaith , debaſed the Grandeur of his 
Vertues, by playing the Philoſopher : 
he was chaſte, ſober, juft and vigt- 
lant ; but by a ridiculous devotion to 
the Authority of the Ancient Philoſo- 
phers 
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phers, he preferred the Doctrine of 
Plato to that which St. Pas! taught the 
Athenians , and by a feartul rambling, 
he gave himſelf over to all the curiott- 
ties of an unſettled mind, The haugh- 
ty wildom of Paganiſm hindred him 
from ſubmitting his reaton to the wile 
follic of the Miſtery of the Crols, 
which appeared to be beneath that 
Philolophy wherein he gloried : and 
becauic he made that Philotophy his 
Religion, ſo ſoon as he was Maſter of 
his Opinions, by becoming Maſter of 
the World, he renounced the Doctrine 
of J=a sUs Curis r, thathemight 
embrace that of Pythagor.u and Socrates, 
whercby he |aboured to gaia an extra- 
vagant reputation among the Philoſo- 
rs of his time z and by an abomina- 
le vanity, would acknowledge no 
Gods, but ſuch as owed their Divint- 
ty to his grant: ſo much was his mind 
Cmched by his ſtubborn adherence 
to the Ancients. There is therefore a 
mean to be oblerved between the An- 
cients and Moderns, thele arc to be 
reſpected without vilitying of thoſe. 
MN So 
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So let us endeavour to diſcover.new 
Truths, and not negle& the Ancient, 
Let us not overthrow things eſtabliſh- 
ed, to eſtabliſh things that are uncer- 
rain :*let us preſerve our liberty, and 
let us not lole the uſe of our reafon, 
by a blind adoration of the ſentiments 
either of the Ancients or Moderns : 
tet us do Juſtice to both , and let us 
value merit wherever it be, without 
minding whether it be old or new, 

X X [I. 

But though a man may have his 
mind (ufficiently armed againſt the 
prejudices which ariſe from the Au- 
thoriry of the Ancients, and the incli- 
nation which he may have to the Mo- 
dern, yet hath he hardly ever the pow- 
er to {trip himſelf wholly of the natu- 
ral love which he hath for his own 0- 
pinions. That 1s one of the great in- 
tirmities of the mind of man , becauſe 
ſelf-love believes nothing to be 1o 
much its own as its Opinion : men 
look upon that as a Creature of thcir 
own, and renounce all other intereſts 
to maintain this, Men areeven fome- 
F times 
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times {o opinionative and obſtinate un 
defending their own conceits,that they 
run upon ſtrange extremities. The 
Dilciples of Plaro gave themſelves, to 
be burnt for the Doarine of their Ma- 
ſterz and the Followers of Hegeſtas tut- 
Fered themſelves to dye of hunger, by 
ſticking too cloſely ro the Maxims of 
their School. Socrates, for all his wil- 
dom, in cold blood gave his life to 
preſerve his Opimon, And even in 
theſe laſt Ages there have been men to 
foolith, as to become the Martyrs of 


their Dodrine: For Errour hath its | 


Voraries, ſtricter than thole that Truth 
it ſelf hath. Men have even ſome- 
' times a ſecret vanity to authoriſe by 
their (uffrage, what is not warranted 
by Reaſon, and bliadly embrace Prin- 
_ which they underſtand not, and 
whereof they are only fond, becaulc 
they are hard to be underſtood. Theſe 
are the moſt common illuſions of Yelt- 
love, which how ridiculous foever it 
be 1n its other paſſions, yet is never {0 
much, as in its obſtinacy to maintain 
its Notions, And as nothing is more 
unrealonable 
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unreaſonable than what it wills, ſo 
nothing is leſs maintainablc than what 
i thi But the worſt of extrava- 
gancies is, to be obdured againſt the 
torrent of publickly-received Opini- 
ons, and to admit of no other ry 
ments upon the ſubjects that are in 
hand, but a mans own private opinion : 
ſuch men take pity to ſee others contra- 
co therntelves in judgment, becauſe 
they abound fo much in their own 
als, that they acknowledge no other : 
this is the Character of ſtinted minds, 
For in fine, the more merit there is 
ſtedfaſtly ro maintain true Reaſon, 
when once it is known , the more there 
is of Vertue to forſake the wrong, 
when men are per{waded of its fall- 
hood. That is a magnanimous inge- 
nuity, ſaith Ar5ftorle: And it is a great- 
neſs of Soul to retain its full liberty, 
by maintaining of truth and renoun- 
cing falthood, according to the diffe- 
rent views that one hath of both. Thus 
did Hippocrates acknowledge that he 
had been by falſe Principles ſometime 
muſtaken ig his Reaſonings, So great 
F 2 modeſty 
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modeſty could not but from 2 
great capacity: and it is always a mark 
of judgment, to doubt of its own ſut- 
ficiency, 

| XXIIT. 

It is great knowledge to judge of 
things, according to the different 
degrees of certainty that they may 
have, to clear the truth of appearan- 
ces to take that for Opinion, which is 
only but Opinion, and lo to diſtin- 
guih Judgments as one may give 
ſound Judgment of every thing. For 
the dilorders which {lip intothe mind, 
by the various ſentimgnts that paſs in 
publick, ipring from this confuſion of 
diſcerning. For example, Copernicus 
ſhuts himſelf up in his Cloſet, that he 
may frame a new Syſteme of the 
World : herevivesthe Opinion of that 
Nicttas of Syracuſa, who taught that 
there was nothing in nature at reſt, 
but the Sun, Hebeats his brains to 
frame a new Opinion according to his 
fancy, and there is nothing better de- 
viſed than that Hypotheſis : however, 
wouldit be reaſonable to make the O- 
pinion 
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, pinion of that great man paſs for a de- 
monſtration ? and without conſulting 
the Univerſal conſent of ſo many Ages, 
who have gone before us, and who 
are of a contrary Opinion. Would it 
- be juſt to oblige all the World to be go- 
verned cocoon ro the imagination of 
Copernicus, and to make a private mans 
ſentiment a Law to all thereſt of man- 
kind? Deſcartes eres a new natural 
Philoſophy, upon principles that are 
not altogether new, He calls his own 
Syſteme himſelf a Chimera ; for in 
that manner he diſcourſed with his con- 
fidents, naming his Philoſophy a K- 
mance : and men would have me el- 
uſe the Opinions, that he laughs at , 
is that reaſonable ? I confeſs, I admire 
his Ideas, but amanot ſo ſubmiſſive as 
to think them unqueſtionable : and ſo 
I return to my principle, which ought 
to be the vs of all the reaſonings in 
Philolophy, that one muſt be frugal 
of his belief, that he may employ it ,ac- 
cording to the different degrees of cer- 
tainty which he finds in the matters he 
examines ; to the end thathe may take 
nothing tor a truth but what is true, 
F2 "and 
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and think that only probable which is 
probable. In that conſiſts all the pru- 
dence of the Wile-man, ſaith Epicar is 
in Cicero; andit is a bad Character to 
act in an other manner ; for things are 
_ often otherwayes than they appear, by 
the Opinion and Notion that men 

trame of them, 

| XXIV. 

They are but falſe meaſures and de- 
ceitful notices, that make men deviate 
fromthe common ways of Philoſophy, 
to ſearch out extraordinary paths : and 
it is always a ſign of a depraved taſte 
in Sciences not to love what is com- 
monly received by all the World : one 
is (ubje& to wander, when he follows 
by-ways, Iriscven convenient in the 
condutt of life, roadhere only to com- 
mon Opimons : otherways a man ex- 
poles himſelf to great abſurdities. A- 
lexaxacr tor all his valour, having fail- 
ed in this principle, became worthy of 
contempt : He wept , ſays Platarch, 
becaulc following the Opinion of De- 
wocritws, Who made many Worlds, 
lis had not as yet conquered the half of 
h ONE g 
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one. That greatneſs of ſoul which he 
makes appear by ſo noble a {entiment 
becomes ridiculous, faith E/zanw ; for 
it is grounded on a falle Foundation. 
So would a Magiſtrate, whoſe Lite 
—_— to ſerve as a Model in a well-or- 
ordered State, be of little Judgment 
in the mind of Cicero, it in I1s condut 
he followed the. Opinion of Fprcnurre : 
and if inſtead of being ſeverc, he made 
appear eaſineſs in his ſentiments , for 
all the Counſels of a publick perion 
ought to be auſtere, to hold every one 
to his duty. To what purpole 1s it to 

:(cribe rules to others to Jive in or- 
der, if he himſelf be irregular? Jf we 
did follow, ſayes that Orator, in our 0- 
rations theſe ſingular Opinions of the 
Stoicks, who eze Glory and I2nominy 
after another manner thancther people 
ave ; becauſe they are not affcited with 
either of the two: andif we would pro- 
poſe to the publick the opinion which the 
Porch ond + of Vertue and Vice, Good 
and Evil, no body would liſten to us. 
And there is nothing more abſurd, 
than the way that Cicero brings in Tor- 
F 4 qual tss 
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the principles of Epicarus, whole Do- 
&rine he tollowed, There is 1n that di- 
.icourle ſome quaint and delicate touch- 
es of Raillery : that Orator ſeems de- 
lighted to declame againſt all other Phi- 
lolophies, but that which was in ule, 
judging nothing more oppoſite than 
that to true eloquence. It was that 
likewile which hindred Demoſthenes 
from embrace any Party,amidit the ma- 
ny Sects which in his time ſprung up 
at Athexs, that he might not wander 
from the u(ual ſentiments and common 
ways, which are fitteſt to perſwade. 
And for all that Jul Ceſar was fo 
ambitious to be a great Philoſopher, 
yet he made it his only bulinels to be- 
come popular, that he might the bet- 
ter gain upon the minds of the people. 
In fine, what-ever men ſay, one can 
hardly retain the Character of a wiſe- 
man, in deviating from the common 
opinions, nor of a publick ſpirit by 
embracing private ſentiments. And 
to extend this to all Profeſſions, how 
ſhould a Poet be laughed at, who, fol- 
lowing the opiaion of Copernicus, 

_ would 
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would make the Earth turn round the 
" Sun: or who, according to the Syſtem 
of Deſcartes, ſhould never ſpeak of Stars 
or Conſtellations, without ſpeaking of 
whirlings and of fubtile matter ? how 
ridiculous ſhould one be, what wit 1o- 
ever he might have, with ſo dainty 
principles! 

XXV. 
| Nevertheleſs there is nothing now- 
adays more in uſe with Philolophers, 
and nothing bears greater rule than 
that kind ot humour: For men ſeek 
only to let off their parts by new and 
extraordinary ſentiments , and leave 
the way of common ſenſe becaule it is 
too much beaten, When one has got 
a more working brain than others, he 
falls on a fanſie of (peaking that which 
other men never {aid, This whimſt- 
calne(s, as Cicero ſays, made Arceſil.cs 
be taken for a ſeditious perſon, who 
overthrew the old Academy, to erect a 
new one. And Rams, by that humour 
in«thele laſt Ages, was like to have de- 
ſtroyed the Univerſity of Pars : For, 
that he nught confute the falle Peripa- 

| tetichs, 
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geticks, he attacked the true, and 
to reſtore the Schools to peace, he be- 
came their diſturber: He was a learn- 
ed man, bold to decide ; but natural- 
ly troubleſome : he only imitated Lau 
rentius Valla and Lndovicus I'tves, tWO 
t Criticks in the former Age, that 

e might ſet up for an Innovator, In 
fine, men often dilpute thus, only that 
by a fanſic of innovation they may 0- 
verthrow what is beſt cſtablithed. 
When men have not the power to 
make new Opinions, they nd a way 


to give a new- garb to the ancient, 


and that they may paſs for Authors at 
any rate, begin the change of (enti- 
ments by the change of language: 
Men give new names, as Zemo did 
heretofore, to Opinions which are not 
new : and whatdo they not to ſpeak in 
a different ſtrain from others, and to 
gain reputation at any rate whatſo- 
ever? But _— thelibertinage of ſen- 
timents proceeds from the licentiouſ- 
nefs of manners, the mind ſtands in 
need of barriers to keep it within 
bounds. Religion, Laws, Cuſtom, 

Educa- 
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Education, Puniſhments and Rewards, 
ought to {erve it for a Bridle when it 
_ toramble z yet ſometimes it re- 
volrs againſt all theſe: and when it 
hath once caſt off the yoke, and runs 
out beyond the common Opinions, 
there is no kind ot extravagancy that 
comes amiis to it. This makes Laws 
neceflary : For Civil Authority ought 
to have a hand 1n regulating the ſenti- 
ments of men whoſe minds are natu- 
rally extravagant. 

XXVI. 

There are ſome minds naturally free 
in their ſentiments, and others born 
flaves : The one ſway the others by an 
alcendant of birth, and the others ſut- 
ter themſelves to be governed through 
a weakneſs of wit z they are ſo depen- 
dent through the quality ot their ge- 
nius, that they are only fit to receive 
the impreſſions that are given them, 
and to follow the motions that others 
inſpire into them. From this defect 
and weakneſs have ſprung the diflerent 
Secs of Philoſophers : For as there are 
ſome ſo bold as to raiſe themſelves a- 


bove 


bove others, there are likewiſe many 
ſo timorous and dependent, as to ſub- 
mit to them, and to entertain no opi- 
nion nor ſentiment, but with a depen- 
dance on their Maſters, There are al- 
ſo ſome minds lo light and credulous, 
and who fo freely reſign themſelves, 
that the raverics of other men guide 
their reaſon and conduct : the fpirit of 
bondage extends it felt even to their 
hearts and thoughts, becauſe. they are 
too weak to retain the liberty of chul- 
ing ſentiments of their own. ' But 
what is more ſtrange, there are ſome- 
times oblcure and tullen ſpirits, whoſe 
notions arc naturally perplexed and 
confuſed, and yet are liſtened to like 
. Oracles ; and who gain a kind of Em- 
pire over mens minds, and no body 
can tell wherefore , unleſs it be that 
they are bolder and more poſitive in 
_ deciſions than others: and ſuch 
blades procure authority only by pre- 
mn and beddnols.” This ke 
way that Parace!ſics got into vogue in 
the laſt Age: his affected obicurity 
made him conliderable : his credit was 

built 
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built particularly on this, that he ſpake 
not like other men, and that no body 
underſtood him: his confidence in 
playing the Maſter without Reaſon, 
won him diſciples, and by that means 
his Dodrine received a myſterious air, 
which raiſed him Followers. Ir is 
quay. by that way alſo that Deſcartes 

as got reputation : the entangled an- 
{wers which he makes to the difhcul- 
ties that he forms to himſelf, are al- 
ways new dithculties which bulie the 
Reader : men take pleaſure to ſee them- 
ſelves led from obicurity to obſcurity, 
without knowing whither they are go- 
1g. Yet that Author does pleaſe 
by that art, becaule it is thereby that 
he ſcems oraculous. His Interpreter 
that endeavoured to render him more 
intelligible, by a new explication of his 
Natural Philoſophy which he publiſh- 
ed lately, hath robbed it of part of its 
beauty, by putting itin a plainer dreſs. 
Nothing ſeems to give ſo great fatis- 
faction in that admirable piece, as the 
trouble there is to underſtand it. That 
obſcure ſtile has ſomewhat more my- 
ſterious 
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ſterious : the quality of being incom- 
prehenſible is a great charm to his D1- 
(ciples, who admire hum more tor thar, 
than for any thing befides. And that 
obſcurity 15 an art which ſome men 
employ, and wherewith our blockith- 
nels is {atished. | | 
XXVII. 

Subtile and quick wits are not al- 
ways futeſt for Philolophy. It were 
better to condenie the imagination by 
ſomething that is groſs, than to (uffer 
it toevaporate in too quaint {peculati- 
ons. The plain common ſenſe of So- 
crates triumphed over all the arts and 
quirks of the Sophiſts. Phuloſophy be- 
comes only abſtracted, when ut leaves 
off to be ſolid : men addict themſelves 
to formalities, when they have nothing 
that is real to ſay ; and never think of 
betaking themlelves to ſubtilty , but 
when they are out of hopes to make 
Reaſon prevail by ſimplicity, That 
lame Protagor as who was the firſt that 
deviſed captious Realonings, took that 
ſubtle way, becauſe his mind was ſtut- 


fed with: nothing but falſe Notions. 
| He 
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He was no true Philoſopher , ſayes 
Aalus Gellins, becaule having rendered 
himlclt redoubtable by his argumeats 
he became the greateſt jangler of the 
Sophiſts, All was {poilt, faith Seneces, 
by ſtriving too much to refine every 
thing. For to make a vain oſtentation 
of wit men lett the eſſential part of 
Sciences, began to weaken the truth 
of things by the artifice of words, and 
made ule of Sophiſms when they 
-wanted tolid reaſons. By this new 
art Nasſiphanes and Parmeniaes turned 
all things topſie turvie. By this, Cle- 
antes, Chryfippus, and the relt of the 
Sroicks made their wile King an Effigy, 
whom they turnithed with Titles of 
Nobility and Treaſurcs, that conſiſted 
only in tair words and magnificent ex- 
prefſions, as Cicero pleaſantly upbraides 
them. $So the Simplicity of realon 
was corrupted by the artifice of dil- 
courlc : and men played with truth in- 
ſtead of uſing it with reſpet. This 
was the fault of the Spaniards of the 
laſt age : they did with Philolophy, as 
with policy, by the quality cf their 


Spirits 


Spirits born to reflexions, they drew 
them both out into unconceivable ſub- 
tilities ; and there was not any Scho- 
lar who did not refine his Maſter, 
From whence happened a diſorder like 
to that whereof Seneca complained 
heretofore: diſputation became all the 
fruit of Philoſophy, and it was more 
made ule of to try the wit than to 
cure the mind. Let us be fatished 
with the common wiſdom that is in 
ule, and with the reaſon that we tind 
in the Commerce of the World. with- 


- out keeping luch a ſtir and making lo 


much ado : one runs a hazard of turn- 
ing Fool,when he would be otherwile y 
and there is nothing morc unprofitable 
inthe common conduct of lite, than 
thole two exquiſite Opinions which 
are made ule of to ſubtilize in Scien- 


CES. 


XXVIII. 

Philoſophy taken the wrong way 
hath ſpoiled a great many men, aud 
that ſtudy of wildom ill underſtood 
hath made a good many fools. Empe- 
aocles had a lofty and high genius ; 


Lucretins 
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Lucretizs compares him to the greateſt 
of the Ancients , but the vapours of 
Melancholy meeting with an over- 
ſtrained Application, and a too head- 
ſtrong ſtudy, lo ſullied his imagination 
and altered his brain, that he became 
mad , and in the fit of his rage threw 
himſelf into Mount Arms, where he 
was devoured by flames. Horace pre- 
tends that he endeavoured to' render 
himſelf immortal by ſuch a fair picce 
of boldneſs. Henry Cornelius Aprippa 
in theſe laſt Ages fo weakened his Spi- 
rit by reading of Plato, and by the 
Doctrine of the P/atonifts, that he tell 
into extravagancy, as he himlelt con- 
felſes. Perer D*Apone a Phyſician of 
Pad41, who flourithed under Clement 
the Seventh; ſo marred his imaginatt- 
on by reading of the Arabian Philoſo- 
phers, and by too frequent meditation 
on the Aſtrology of Alfraganus, that 
he was put into the Inquiſition, as 
having been ſuſpected of Magick, Pom- 
onatizes and Cremoninis, the one Pro- 
teſſor of Philoſophy at Padua, and the 
other at Bo/onia, became impious by 
r00 
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to0 ummoderate ſtudy of —_—— 
and leit to poſterity the marks of their 
eng. ns They were Philoſo- 
s who did injury to reaſon , by 
making ſo bad an ule of ir. It may 
be (aid allo, that Libertinage was the 
molt uſual effe&t which Philoſophy 
produced in moſt part of the Wirs of 
that Age, and which rendred it odious, 
For by the wicked uſe that men made - 
of it, they ſpoiled their Judgment, 
endeavouring to improve their reaſon. 
But to be thorr,it the moſt regular wit- 
dom of man is (ubject to ſtraying, what 
is to be expected trom the talle glimpſes 
of an inordinate Philolophy, joyned to 
the weakneſs and extravagances of a 

brain-ſick head ? 
© 7 | | 

It is no ſmall progreſs in Philoſophy, 
to have learnt how much obſcurity and 
uncertainty is mingled with our exat- 
c{t knowledge, and to be ſatisfied to 
be ignorant of that which cannot be 
known. That is it which makes the 
knowing man ſpeak with trembling , 
his great capacity makes him the more 
timorous, 
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timorous, becauſe the light of his un- 
derſtanding dilcovers to him more of 
the darkne(s of his mind: the greater 


; his penetration is, the more it lets him 


ſee his own weakaels, and obliges him 
to diſtruſt his ſtrength. That made 
Arijtotle 1ay, that old men are more 
jealous and incredulous than others : 
becaule the expericace which they 
have of the uncertainty of things, ren- 
ders them more cautious and circum- 
lpatt. Smcrates could not conceive 
why the Oracle had called him the 
witelt of men : he examined himſelf, 
and found nothing worthy of that 
elogy z unlels perhaps that he was 
wile, becaule he did not believe him- 
ſelf to be ſo: his knowledge tcrved to 
make him the better underſtand his 
ignorance , which he frankly confel- 
led, Epicurus was naturally wile, 
tor he was a Philolopher even mn 
his pleaſures : He was fo ſharp-lighted, 
that his Brother Nijoeles fays, in Plu- 
tarch, that Nature had aſſembled all 
the Atoms of knowledge and wildom, 
to compole his png whullt wo 
2 e 
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ſelf ſays that he knows nothung. His 
Friends ſtun him with acclamations 
" and prailes, and he minds them not. 
Bur befdes that modeſty which is the 
vertue of great men, there 1s a lage 
and diicreet ignorance, that in the con- 
duct of life can doubt of things, 
whereof no certainty can be had, and 
is willing not to know ſuch things, 
whereot no knowledge 1s to be attain- 
ed, unicls men would dive into that 
which 1s iafcrutable. For Nature ha- 
ving relerved to her felt ſome certain 
lecrets that are above our reach, it is 
great wildom to ſhut our eyes, and not 
ro pry into ſuch Myſtertes. There is 
no truth but may appcar falle , nor 
talihoodawhich may not fecm true : and 
on tlis uncertainty is grounded the 
doubttulneſs which the learned man 
ſhows in his judgments. Ir 15 allo to 
be acknowledged, that this circum- 
Ipe&ion is one of the great fruits that 
may be reaped from Philoſophy. So 
that the opinion of thoſe Philoſophers 
is to bc eltcemed, who place the ſu- 
preme knowledge of man and his true 
| realon, 
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reaſon, in acknowledging the weak- 
neſs of his wit, and the uncertainty of 


his judgment : but when they deprive 


the ienies of all credit, becauſe they 
may may be deceived, and doubt of 
every thing, becaule they have ground 
to doubt ot ſome things, they are not 
to be liſtned to. Theſe are extremi- 
ties far contrary to true Philotophy, 
which only cnjoyns moderation, 
X X X. 

But how much there is of folly to 
doubt of nothing, and to doubt of c- 
very thing : ſo much there is of im- 
prudence to approve all, and to ap- 
prove. nothing. To preſerve the en- 
tire liberty of ones judgment, with- 
out being prepoſleſſed with falle Rea- 
ſon, or pretended authority, 15 a 
ſtrength of mind whereof few are ca- 
pable, The proud man approves of 
nothing, for "2 he ſubmit himſelt. by 
approving of ſomewhat ; the light 
and ſuperficial perſon approves every 
thing, that he may ſpare himlclf the 
pains of examining what is propoſed 
to him, To cloſe with every thing, 
| G 3 and 
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and to cloſe with nothing, arc other 
extremities to be avoided by a wile 
man. The deſign of that Proconlul 
of Greece, who called together to his 
houlc all the Philotophers of different 
Secs thar were then in vogue at 4- 
chens, that he might bring them to a- 
greement, appeared ridiculous to Pom- 
pontns Atticus : but the deſign of that 
Ar«bian Philoſopher, who undertook 
ro refute the opinions of all the other 
Philoſophers, and to overthrow their 
Do&trine, by a Book written to that 
rpoſe, which he. called The Deſtra- 


etion of Philoſophy, feems to me more 


ridiculous. Averrecs wrote a Confu- 
tation of that Book, which he calls, 
Tbe Deſirnition of the Deſtrution, and 
which 1s one of the belt of his pieces. 
For I look upon it to be the utmoſt 
point of extravagancy, conſidering the 
way that men live in the world, for 
one to ſuſpend his judgment amongſt 
fo many truths, and to many falſhoods 
univerſally acknowledged, and to ap- 
ply himſelf ro no fide. There is like- 
wife weaknels to follow only the ſen- 

; | tiinents 


Philoſophy in general. 87 


timents of others, and to become a 
{lave to all their opinions: but it is a 
far more dangerous condition, tu be 
hardened by a ſpirit of pride, againſt. 
that inclination which man naturally 
hath to be perſwaded by reaſon and 
truth, l94510 believe nothing, and to 
doubr of every thing. I like not 
that blind ſubmiſhon of the Diſci- 
ples of Pythagoy - , who reaſoned no 
more after that he had ſpoken : his au- 
thority ſerved them for reaſon. Thoſe 
unperious ways, which force men to 
yield, are fitter to overturn the mind, 
than to inſtruct it. For, if we ſpeak 
properly, all the liberty that man hath, 
15 his right to judge of things as he 
pleaſes , and there 1s nething that de- 
pends on himſelf but the uſe which he 
makes of his opinion, All theſe ex- 
ceſſes are blame-worthy in a Philoſo- 
pher, who ought to mind nothing, 
but to hear reaſon, and find out truth. 
It is true there are ſome ipirits, who 
ſtand in need of exerciſe and nouriſh- 
ment that they may be employed : all 
goes well with them, even falſe Noti- 
G 4 ons, 
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ons, empty Imaginations , chimerical 
Deſigns, and rather than have nothing 
to think on, they amule themlclves 
with the Viſions of others, their own 
heads having nothing to prelent them 
with tor cntertainment. From this 
Character men ſtumble on another 
more pernicious, which is a levity in 
believing every thing. Let us avoid 
theleextremities z let us examine whar 
is doubttul, bur let us give our aflenr 
to what 15 true : let us never be 1mpo- 
ſed upon by conjectures, but ler us nor 
reſiſt evidence ; and let us above all 
things conſult reaſon and common 
ſenſe, which are the {ureſt mcans to 
attain to the knowledge of the truth. 
XXXI. 

When we ſerioutly examine th2 mo- 
tives that incline molt part of Philoſo- 
phers to eſpoule a Party in the Opini- 
ons which are publickly profefled. we 
tnd in their conduc nothing leis than 
Philoſophy : For it is often withour 
delberation , without choice , before 
maturity of age, by chance, and even 
jomerimes without thinking on it, that 
| they 
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they cleave to an Opinion. As it com- 
monly happens to thoſe who come to 
be of a Sentiment, by the Cloaths they 
wear, by the Country they belong to, 
by the company they keep, by the in- 
tere(t of che courle of life they follow, 
by the Cabal that wheadles them, by 
the Croud that draws them along, by 
the Torrent that hurries them, and al- 
ways by any other Confideration than 
that of Realon and Prudence. Wherec- 
in they are like thoſe Philoſophers, of 
whom Cicero ipeaks drollingly ; ad 
quarcung; diſciplinam quaſi tempeſt ate 
delati, ad eam tanquam ad [axum ad- 
hereſcunt : who ſtick to an Opinion, 
as men toſſed in a ſtorm cleave to the 
Rock on which the tempett has caſt 
them. By this means men fubmir 
themiclves to the tyranny of prepol- 
ſchon, becaule they want ſtrength of 
diſcerning to ſet them above preju- 
dices: they forlake their own judg- 
ment, to be led by the tancics of ano- 
ther : they defend with hear, what 
they have undertaken without Rea- 
ſon; and maintain rathly what they 
have 
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have embraced inconſiderately. And 
when one is prepoſleſled by a ſent 
ment, he makes ut a ſenlelels point of 
honour to maintain a fooliſh opinion. 
It happens even ſometimes, that the 
animolity of Parties puts a {pirit unto 
thoſe that have none, and that many 
times they have no other talent, nor 
other real{on, but the bitterneſs where- 
by they are animated, To conclude, 
theſe raſh and fortuitous embracings 
of the ſentiments of others, look to 
ridiculouſly, that it were far better not 
at all to be a Philoſopher, than to be 
one of that ſtamp. The choice that is 
to be made in thele occaſions, 1s to 
make none at all, For a Philotophy ſo 
little founded on reaſon is but a mere 
debauchery of Wit , and real veak- 
nels. 

XXXII. 

 - Truth is now-a-dayes fo perlecuted 

by all the ditguites of che Age.that men 
have not ingenuity enough to ſpeak 
candidly, or courage to be {incere. He 
muſt be reſolute that would be a Philo- 
ſopher in good carneft., It 15 a great- 


nels 
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neſs of ſoul to ſpeak as one thinks, and 
think as one ſpeaks, as that Xomwar 
did, of whom Qu«1mtilian (peaks, Scins 
eum ſentire que dicit, You may be 
afſured he (peaks what he thinks. A 
Moral Philoſophy from the hand of 
ſo candid a man would have been of 
great force, and the loſs of the Trea- 
tiſe of Vertue which he compoſed is 
- great: for never man ſpake with great- 
er freedom than he, ' He imitated that 
ſtrain of S-crates, who could not dil- 
guiſe his ſentiments. Men are never 
{ubject to [peak againſt their Conicten- 
ces bur whenthey are weak : intereſt, 
paſſron, head-ſtrongneſs, prejudice, the 
torrent of cuſtome, dependance,are the 
moſt uſual obſtacles to ſincerity, and 
the purity of our judgments. Such 
Kinds of weakneſles only make men 
torlake their own ſentiments, to em- 
brace the Opinions of others : And it 
is but a lownels of Spirit, anda baſe 
complailance that make men ſquare 
their Opinions, by rhe judgment of 
thoſe they depend on, and whom they 
deſire to pleaſe, The truth is the moſt 
| . lovely 
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lovely of all Philoſophies, is to know 
how to live, that is, to accommodate 
ones lelf to perſons, affairs, and fea- 
ſons, as reafon requires it : Yet that 
is to be done freely and without 
conſtraint ; that we may not imitate 
thole weak (ouls, whole ſentiments on 
every thing are borrowed, and whoa- 
baſe themſelves to condeſcend to Opi- 
nions,to which they can hardly ſubmir, 
becauſe they wang courage to retain 
their entire liberty. So fſervile a kind 
of Philolophy is but a counterfett 
wildom. Such was that of the Ser2rors, 
who lived under Tiberiws and Nere, 
of whom Tacit«s ſpeaks , who having 
proſtituted themſelves to the moſt in- 
famous kind of flattery, put on the 
Mask of Philolophy to ſave them 
from periecution, wanting courage 
to be true Philoſophers, and truly to 
ſpeak their Judgments 1a the Senate. 

XXXIII. 

Diſputation is an Art ſet in vogue 
by the Schooles to rouſe Youth, and to 
exerciſe their Wits : it ſerves to incul- 
caterealon to theſe that underſtand it 
not 
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not, and to impoſe ſilence on bablers ; 
bur it ſerves likewiſe to feed animoſity, 
to give a fair colour to all ſorts of paſſi- 
on, and to maintain opinionativenels, 
in deſpight of Truth and found Judg- 
ment. There is no Philoſopher who 
becomes not by this fine Art, a man 
for progrels. and clearing of doubts. 
For every dilputant may undertake to 
perſwade others of his Opinion by 
noiſe, when Reaſon fails him. In 
fine, diſputation, as all things elſc, has 
its good and evil: to that without pre- 
' tending to condemn it, let us implo 

it to thole uſes wherein it may do good. 
But let us open the eyes of rational 
' men, that we may not abule them, for 
moſt-times men only diſpute, becauſe 
they underſtand not one another. 
Thales has vacuity in horrour, De- 
mocritus bogles not at it , let them but 
mutually explaiathemſelves, and they 
are good fnends. Epicur« believes 
his ſenſes too much, © Empedecles be- 
lieves them not at all: they ſhall dif- 
pute no more, when they have once 
agreed upon it what the errour is, 
which 


— 
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which hinders the belicf that ould be 
given them. Let us make a Carteſian 
underſtand, what ſenſe and (ſenſation 
is, and he ſhall calily allow that a 
Horle is a Beaſt, though now he be- 
licves it not. Men have diſputed al- 
moſt three hundred -years about Liber- 
ty, becauſe as yet they are not agreed 
what it is : Let us make appear to Pli- 
loſuphers and Divines, who have ipo- 
ken of it ſo differently, wherein it con- 
fiſts, and they thal{ ſpeak in the (ame 
Language. For in fine, when men 
have reaſon , and are agreed about 
principles, there 1s no more difput: 
That great Diverlity of Opinions 
which reign in the World, proceeds 
only from the different manner that 
Men think and ipeak of them. This 
made Ariftorle lay, that when two ra- 
tional men are of a different ſentiment, 
it is commonly becauſe they ſpeak dit- 
ferently , and all diſputation is more 
bout words than things. | 
XXX1IV. ; 
Though the Philoſophy which is 
taught 10 the Schools at preſent, _ 
that 
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that method of diſputation introduced 
there, hath been much cenſured by 
Remus, a Profefſor of the Univerſity 
of Pare, about the cnd of the laſt Age, 
by Gaffend«s in the beginning of the 
preſent, and generally by all the mo- 
+ dern Natural Philolophers of any repu- 
tation ; becaule it hath ſuffered much of 
the purity ot the Doctrine of Aritorte to 


be m_—_ by its Profeſlors, who 
profels themſelves to be his greateſt 
Followers : yet for all that I ſtil] think 
ir the moſt convenient, in regard of 
the way that men live 1n at preſent, 
yea and the moſt proper for Youth, at 
the age that they apply themlelves to 
it ; becaule that after all that hath been 
| faid, it ftamps on the mind an impre(- 
fion of order, to make men ſpeak cx- 
aQtly, and with method of every thing : 
is teaches us to reduce: unto certain 
principles the matters we treat of, that 
we may methodically deliver our opi- 
- nions: It exerciſes the ſpirits of youth 
by the ſubtleties of Logick and Mcta- 
vhyfick, in the only way that they 
are capable of: it gives them but an 
abridge 
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abridgment of Moral Philoſophy,whulſt 
their underſtanding is not ripe enough 
. to ſupport a long deduction of Con- 
cluſions, which are entertainments too 
ſerious and calm for the heat and ed 
of youth ; which 1s an age of too lit- 
tle experience, to delight in the con- 
templation of the Works of Nature by 
a ſcrious ſtudy of Natural Philoſophy, 
and of roo narrow a Capacity to.com 
hend the vaſt extent of humane Afﬀairs. 
It were however to be wiſhed, that char 
part of Philoſophy were handled more 
methodically in the Schools, and thar 
= moſt important Experiments and 
Obſervations of Nature were more par- 
ticularly diſcuſſed : But it often comes 
to pals that Maſters affe& to teach uſe- 
leſs things, to make it be thought that 
they will not forget the neceſlary. 
However, .the method that is at pre- 
ſent in ute, might be brought to grea- 
ter perfection : but that perfection ts 
only to be expected from the genius 
and candour of the Profeſſors, who 
can wave things indifferent, and in- 
ſift on what is eſſential, according to 
the 
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* the meaſure of knowledge that expe- 
rience may furnich them with. For 
matters being in the ſtate they are, 
there 15 no great realon to expect as to 
that a well-adjuſted Reformation. To 
conclude, it is probable that the Laws, 
which ſuffer no innovation in the uſe 
of things univerſally eſtabliſhed, will 
not countenance any other method, 
but what is nbw at preſent followed 
in the Univerſities , that they may not 
allow too great a freedom to the paſſi- 
on that men have naturally for new 
Opinions, the tendency whercot is of 
dangerous conſequence in a well-order- 
ed ſtate, eſpecially conſidering that 
Philolophy is one of the inſtruments 
whereot Religion makes ule in explain- 
ing its deciſions, as we ſhall ice at the. 
cnd of this Treatiſe, Thele are the Re- 
flexions which we have made on Philo- 
ſophy in general : Let us now proceed 
tothele which are to be made on the 
parts of Philoſophy ſeverally. 


The end of the firſt Part, 
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Q OGICK may beſaidtobe * 
mY the firſt ray of Evidence, 
and the firſt draught of 
» Method,that is diſplayed on 
Sciences: becauſe its buſi- 
neſs is to form the judgment, which 
is the uſual inſtrument that the nund 
employs in reaſoning truly, and in 
diſcerning truth and falſhood exactly, 
by diſtinguiſhing what is ſimple from 
what is compound, and what is con- 
tingent from what is neceſſary, And 
ſeeing this Art is the ſource from 


whence flows certainty, there is but 
Intle 
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little ſecurity in all the Reaſonings of 
men without its affiftance, So that its 
chief office is to diſcover truth, and 
make Reaſon palpable. But that Art 
became counterfeit by the character of 
the (pints of thoſe that firſt made ule 
of it : That ray, though pure and in- 
- corruptible in it ſelf, was corrupted ; 
and humane Reaſon, which {ſubmitted 
; 1t (elf co that condutt, fell into Errour, 

by the bad uſe it made of that Science. 
Inſfomuch that Logick, which was on- 
ly invented to imprint a Character of 
juſtne(s on the mind, did help to mil- 
tead it : and the firſt Precepts of Dia- 
tectick which were given to men for a 
Rule, ſerved as ſnares laid for them, 
to make them fall into Errour. For is 
there 15 nothing ſo ſecret 2s the 
thoughts, ſo men found the art to dil- 
guiſe them into a thouſand pm__ ; 2s 
may be ſcen in the Hiſtory and Revo- 
lutions of this Science. 

I I 

The firſt Philoſophers who made 
more ule of reaſon than reaſoning, ad- 
died thernſelves ſo much to the ſtudy 
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of Natural Philoſophy, that they mind- 
cd Logick but little; they realoned 1a 
their obſervations, without knowing, 
the Art of realoning. There was no 
Logick in ule in the School of Pythage- 
y.14, but his fole Authority ; his Dt- 
(ciples were (ilent when he had ſpoken. 
It is true, Apalcims pretends that Plazy 
rok his firſt Notions of Logick from 
the Pyihagoreans, But Ariſtotle al- 
ſures us, that though there be exact e- 
nough Dctinitions to be found in their 
writngs,yet they knew not Dialectick, 
whereof the Art was not then diſco- 
vered, nor the Rules eſtabliſhed, Zens 
Eleates — a man of aquick and ſubtile 
Spirit, was the firſt that found in dul- 
courſcthat natural connexion of prin- 
Ciples and conlequences, which he re- 
duced into an Art, as Plato teſtihes 
and Proclus confirms. From whence 
it appears that the Logick of Zens con- 
ſiſted in obſerving the dependance 
which propoſitions have one on ano- 


ther, and upon that obſervation to 
rank them in their natural order. That- 


was his Method , he explained nothing 
bur 
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but'by way of Dialogue, and brought 
1a two or three Perſons, who by que- 
ſtions and anſwers made a Methodical 
Reaſoning on every thing : and from 
this Art, he was the hir{t that called 
that Science Dialeftick , whereby the 
way of handling Philoſophy in verſc 
which was uled betore, ceaſed. For 
Km Dialogue Men found the means to 
retain an agreeable air, withour loſing 
Solidity: and that way P/ato follow- 
ed, as the moſt proper for inſtruction. 
The cuſtome was to interrogate him 
whom they taught, and to make him 
anſwer according to his Cpacity. 
Zeno who was ſubtle, mingled a quaint 
and captious air with his Method, 
whereby he puzled the mind. Prota- 
gor.as, the Diſciple of Zeno, who had 
likewiſe D-mocrizrs for Maſter, refined 
that Method, and made it {ti!l] more 
nice by his Sophiſms , for wanting ſo- 
lidity he endeavoured to be ſubtile, 
and coming ſhort of a Philoſopher, 
he ſer up for a Sophiſt. Ariſtorle ſayes 
that he framed common-places of que- 
ſtions and an{wers, whereof he made 
| H 3} an 
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an Art to ſurprize and perplex the mind. 
Simon that famous Artilt of Arbexs, 
of whom Socrates ipeaks 10 much, 
and Cr:0 his friend, were likewite the 
Dilciples of Zeno and great Dalecti- 
Clans, as Drogenes Laertius allures us. 

I TI, 

Euclide of Meoara (ubtilrzed more 
all rhe ſubtility ot Dialectick, and ad- 
ded to it a brisker way of diſputing by 
giving more heat to his dilcourle : he 
drove that even to excels, which gave 
occalion to Timon to reproach him, 
for having in(pired into thole of Afey a- 
14, Adores 4:749%3 2 rage of difputation,by 
that Captious and "Sophittick Logick 
that he taught them, which Socrates 
approved not, becauſe there was no 
Sincerity in that way, It was Euclide 
and his Scholar Eubulizdes, who invent- 
ed the Sophilms, which became ſince 
ſo famous in the Schools, whereof Dio- 
genes Laertius makes mention z which 
after all have nothing rcal but their 
{ubtuity, - as the Di/emma, the Horned 
Argument, the Sores, theſe ſo fa- 
mous Megaritk interrogations , of 
which 
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which Pleterch (peaks, and all the 
Pertitoggings of that kind,which made 
Dialectick io contemptible at Arbexs, 
Socrates was obliged to render it ridicu- 
lous in his diſcourles againſt the Sophiſts, 
co the end he might undeceive mens 
minds in the Opinion thereof, From 
Ewchide Demoſthenes learnt the Art of 
the Dilemma, and theſe prefling ways 
that rendered him (ſo vehement in that 
manner of Eloquence which he follow- 
ed, The Logick of Plato, which is 
the ſame with that of Secrares, con- 
fiſts more in Examples than Precepts ; 


it hath nothing that is particular for 


reaſoning, becauſe Socrates valued not 
that part of Philoſophy, Though both 
of them placed the firſt diſcerning of 
Truth and Falihood in the ſenſes , yet 
they pretended that the mind ought to 
judge thereof, and that Men thould 
only refer themſelves to that Judgment: 
becauſe that without —_—_ on the 
ſurface of things, it penetrated into the 
eternal and immutable principle of 
chem, which they called the Idea, and 
which alone they eſtabliſhed as the rule 
H 4 . of 
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of the diſtinction which ſhould be made 
in the Judgment of things. But tee» 
ng the Soul of Man was bur a {mall 
ſpark of the Univerial Soul of the 
World, and according to them, a Beam 
of the Divinity z they thought that that 
particle united to its principle was tg- 
norant, of nothing ; bur that entring 
into the Body, by that alliance it con- 
tracted Ignorance and Impiety, from 
which Logick terved to purify art. 
Alcinous who cxplains exactly enough 
the Dialectick of P/aro, lays, That 
that Philotopher made ule of Diviſi- 
on, Dchinition, and Induction, tore- 
mount to the Fountain-head ot firſt 
Truth, from whence he drew his prin- 
Ciples, tothe end he might think and 
{peak wiicly of every thing , and thar 
that was his molt uſual Method. 
Diviſlioa was as a ladder, whereby to a- 
icend from (enfible things to things in- 
tclleftual. Detinition was a way to lead 
trom things demonſtrated,to thole that 
were not : and Induttion the meansto 
h1d the truth by the principle of ſuppo- 
hicions, For by Diviſion he cameto De- 
{1gition,and by Definition to Induction 
$61z and . 
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and Demonſtration. And Diogenes Lacr- 
r1ws aflures us, that that was the moſt 
general way which P/ato made uſe of 
in making his Demonſtrations. Cicero 
and Onan are of the ſame Opini- 
nion. However, it muſt be granted, 
thar S«crares in his manner ot realon- 
ing addicted himlelf more to Iaterro- 
gations than Anſwers , becauſe the 
Character of his Mind was fitter to 
raiſe, than to relulve difhcultics. More- 
over, .it appears by the Principles of 
the Logick of Secrares and Plato, 
which allowed no truth but in the 
Ideas, that all their School made Pro- 
teſſion of knowing. nothing , 'becaule 
that Men cannot judge ot tingle and 
Individual beings, but by the tenles 
whuch are fallacious : So that the Di- 
ſciples of P/aro placed all their Logick 
in not believing any thing too lightly, 
and in retaining the entire Liverty of 
Judgment, among the uncertainties 
which are found almoſt in every thing. 
And in fine, upon that great maxime 
of a general Incomprehenſibility of all 
things, was the Academy retormed 
under Lacyaes and Arceſilas, and thg 
dect 
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Sect of the Scepricks and Pyrrhomeſts raile 
ed, who doubted of things that were 
moſt certain. The Academicks under- 
ſtood very well, that nothing could 
beunderſtood , the Pyrrhoniſts did not 
ſo much as underſtand that. And ſo 
far the Principles of the Logick of 
* Plato traincd on the minds of men, 

| LV. 

There appeared nothing before 4- 
riſtotle, regulated and (etled in Logick. 
That ſublime and intclligent genius {o 
founded the Abyis of the mind of Man, 
that he diſcovered all its movements, 
by the exact diſtin&tion that he made 
of the operations thereof, Men had 
not as yet launched out intothe Ocean, 
nor known the depth of the thoughts 
of man. Ariſtotie was the firſt thar 
diſcovered that new way of attaining 
toScience by the evidence of Demon- 
ſtration, and of proceeding geometri- 
_ ally rodemonſtration by the infallibil- 
ty of Syllogiim, the moſt accompliſhed 
work and the greateſt attempt of the 
Wit of Man. Thus you have an abridg- 
ment of the Art and Method of the Lo- 
gick of 1-:/!or/e, which is ſo ſure, thar 
without 
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_ withourirt,one can have no perfe& aſſu- 
rance inrealoning,and which is aruleto 
make men juſt and exa&t in conceiving 
what is to be conceved. But what 
Road hath he taken to attain to thar, 
and what Art hath he employed to fix 
the mind of man naturally volatile, 
and to render it inexpugnable in what 
it knows ? It behoved him fuſt to re- 
move all ambiguity and equivocation 
from expreſſion, make a perfect De- 
monſtratzon of Humane Reaſoning, 
which has no better Foundation than 
Words and Thoughts cloathed with all 
their imperfeCtions, and to give the 
greateſt (olidity of Science to the moſt 
uncertain and undetermined matter 
that can be imagined. He marches 
in the purſuit of that deſign by ways 
then unknown to Reaſon, and whereof 
before him there was hardly any tra : 
he removes from the thoughts all the 
defects whereby expreſſion 15 able to 
impoſe upon any man, and diſperſes all 
the miſts wherewith the imagination 
may offuſcate the mind, For that end 
in the Book of /xrerpretation which is 
; | a kind 
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2 kind of rational Grammar, he exa- 
mines the vertue and fignitication of 
words ; in the Categories he forms the 
truc notions of terms, to prepare them 
for Divilton and Dehinition, by reduc- 
ing them to their natural ſenle, in his 
Books of Analytics, he lays down 
the rules of the Modal Converſion of 
all ſorts of propoſitions, and of the dit- 
ferent Figures of Syllogilm, whereof 
he (ctles - principal grounds on three 
Axioms of his Logick : and all that con- 
ſtructure is purely a work of his own. 
He anos Aon nothing in his Book 
of Categories, Which are but diſpoſi- 
tions to Demonſtration : he demon- 
ſtrates nothing in his Book of /nterpre- 
tation, but the principle of contradicto- 
ry propoſitions : but in the Books of 
Analyticks his conceptions are almoſt 
ſo many demonſtrations, and his de- 
monſtrations ſo many principles. The 
Topicks are but common places of dia- 
leick or probable Arguments. The 
Elenchs are all the Sophilms imaginable 
in their ſource. ' The two rules which 
he eſtablihes tor the perfe&t campoſi- 
t10N 
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tion of a Syllogiſm, are, That there 
oughtto be nothung falle in the matter, 
nor nothing faulty in the form. His 
manner of writing has nothing of the 
faintnelſs of the ditcourle of P/aro, nor 
of the diffuſed ſtile of his Age all is 
vigorous and cloſe. In tine, that pure 
Geometrical Method of Demonltrati- 
on, which lhe followed, hath appear- 
_ ed always lo exat, that it hath 
been uſed by the learned in all Sci- 
ences, as the moſt tolid, and moſt con- 
ſonant to the utual manner of reaſan- 
ing: and that conſtruction of Syllo- 
gilm, which 1s the true Logick of A- 
ri{lotle, 1s (lo perte&t inits kind, that no- 
thing can have ſince been added to it, 
or diminithed trom it, without cor- 
rupting the ſame. Men of found Judg- 
ment can admit of no other man- 
ner, nor no other principles of reaſon- 
ing, but thole of Ari/torle, And ee- 
ing in all Ages men have diſputed a- 
gainſt reaſon , becaule it is Opinion 
commonly that {wayes the World , the 
Learned Apes have been only diſtin- 
guithed from others, by the eſteem 
| they 
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they have had of the Logick of Arifo- 
_ For, to {} the truth, what he 
done for the reaifying of reaſon, 
wu una equivocation terms, 
and contuſion from conceptions , is 
one of the greateſt Maſter-pieces of 
Humane Reaſon, it muſt notwith- 
ſtanding be acknowledged, that the 
principal ſcope of that Logick is not 
io much to teach man the Art of rea- 
 ſoning, which he knows naturally, as 
to give rules for examining fallz rex- 
ſonungs, that they may be well diftin- 
guithed from the true, and to guard 
one againſt the Sophilms of Zero and 
; Parmenides, For there was forged in 
his time a falls method of reaſoning, 
which the Sophiſts put in vogue, and 
which he endeavours to overthrow 
making it known. Upon this Idea 
| the delign of his Logick does move, 
that he may form the Laws of an Art 

which gives Laws to all others. 


V. 

The School of Zexo exerciſed them- 
ſelves ſo much in Dialecick, that the 
Sect of the Stoicks ſubtilized more up- 

| on 
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on it, _ all _—_— _—_ —_ 
It was perhaps the difhculry had 
to maintain their imaginary Morality, 
which obliged them to ſupply by their 
ſubtlety what was wanting in ſoli- 
dity to their Do&rine. So they ad- 
ded to the Artifices of Zeno E leates, to 
the wranglings of Exc/id of Megara, 
and to the quaintnels of Secrates, all 
the artifice of C/eantes and Chryſippme, 
the greateſt Dialeicians that ever 
were, that they might make.,to them- 
ſelves a new Logick, To that it was 
pony that my bent all their wit, 
ys Cicero, that they might make to 
themſelves an artificial Realon, having 
but lictle real to maintain the falſe wit- 
dom of their Philoſophy : it may be 
ſaid that they briſtled their wit with all 
the prickles of Dialectick,to arm them- 
| felves againſt their Adverſaries, and 
that they became the moſt redoubtable 
Pettifoggers of the School, that they 
might {ately be the greateſt amplihers, 
in the notion that they forged tothem- 
ſelves of their wiſe-man. Nor did 
any thing give greater — to 
_ raheir 
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- their opinion, than the art that they 
employeg to defend it. They altered 
nothing of the grounds of the Diale- 
&ick of Ariſtotle , except that they 
added to the Syllogiſm, which was of 
common ule amongit them, a more 
animated air of diſputation, by quick, 
ſhort, anq4 preſſing Interrogatories, 
which gave great _ to their rea- 
ſonings. That knacky and nice hu- 
mour which held them commonly, 
made them turn all their Dialectick 
into perverle ſophiſtication, that they 
might invent new modes of Syllogiſm 
leſs natural, but more captious than 
thole of Ariſtorle, Ir is pretended, that 
Chryſippus was {0 much addicted to that 
Science, that he alone wrote of it a- 
bove three hundred Volumes : but he 
weakened the ſtrength of it, fays Se- 
meca, by too much refining. Ir was 
he and his Succeflors who firſt brought 
in vogue the formalities and virtual 
diſtinctions : it 1s true, that by the vi- 
vacity of their wit they gave too 
great authority to the imagination, 
which makes things always —_— 
than 
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than they are, by giving too much 


vertue O—— too great a 
wer tO terms. Twas othing 

ut words and their fignification diſpu-' 
red of in their Scliools, And thereby 
they became the firſt Authors of-thar 
Philotophy, which was revived by the 
Nominaliſts in theſe laſt Ages: atleaſt ; 
they: have much reſembled one Mo» 
ther 'in their way of ſubtilizing / roo 
much on the terms they made uſe of, 


Bur that DialeQtick which conſiſted al- 


moſt altogether in words, made the 
Soicks ſomewhat ſuperficial z and pla- 
ced all their Philoſophy on their lips: 
Yer ſceing the Loiikcl of Ariſtotle was 
long unknown, becauſe his Writings 
were (o ; the _ of Zeno paſled 
current 1n the following Ages more 
than any other ; it was even the firſt 
that was taughr at Reme. And it'is on 
theſe ſubtleties of :Logick, that Plan: 
rus plays in Teveral places of his Co- 
medics, , as _ = —_— __ » 
many: his 'Works, 'For-t! 
Saks by reaſon of their ſubtlety were 
decryed at Rowe, i OG 
11 1 'Y | VI, Ept- 
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not, hw he found i to be punRi- 
_ icuriws took 2 Way. 


ytical method of diviſion and 


I end Ariſtotle 
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only'by the ſenſes, which he called the 
firſt natural light of man , andthat was 
his firſt Rule, avreflexioaon the 
ment: of the ſcaſes was his b 
And as he did ackriowkedge two kinds 
of truth, the one Natural and the 0- 
apy gn. han pp whe 
iRinguiſh what is 
potie, which Siict lactic way by whack ohe 
declares x ſelf, purſue what i = 
and convenient for its ſtate: and 
is/ it which he callsMoral Truth. 
This js in gegerdl 'the ground of his 
III and theſe are its gag, om 
2. That 
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not reliſt , and that it may be falſe, 
whea it wants that evidence, Theſe 


ads the different reaſonings of the 
NE SI 
tO £ there is 
betweea the Sakieand the Scales, Ir is 
only,lays he,upon the ideas and notices 
whichche receives by the Senſes, 
that are formed the doubt or opinion, 


 theobſcurity or evideace,whereof it re- 


ceives the impreſſion. Moreover that 
way of anticipated knowledge, which 
Dodrige 8 kind of Idea of things io- 

'" ma dividual 
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dividual re-united in a general con- 


ception : from - whence he forms/the 
rule of Definition, which he takes to be 


the only wr of attaining to know- 
k 


ledge. By all theſe Principles he foun- 
ded a more natural way of reaſoning 
than the other Philoſophers did: Ir 1s 
true that he grounded a part of the 
ſimplicity of his Logick upon the per- 
m_ of terms, being perlwaded 
that all diſputes did commonly proceed 
but from the ambiguity of Propoſiti- 
ons. He anſwered all Sophiſms by the 
fole explication of the words. For 
when men underſtand themſelves, and 
are no more Beaſts, there 15 no more 
diſputing. But he was careful to re- 
&ihe the defect of rhat Principle 1n all 
his Reaſonings, by great circumſpe- 
ion. And Lacretizcs, who in his 
Poem cxplains the DoGrine of Fpz- 
curus, propoles to himſelf more than 
fourteen Objections which are made 
againſt the judgment of the Senſes, - to 
which he an{wers lo clearly in his 
fourth Book, that he leaves not a word 
to be ſaid more, In-fine, plain com- 
mon 
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mon ſenſe, maintained by ſome natu- 
ral reflexions, was all the art of Epic«- 
rus : he made not ſo much ado about 
it, as the Stoicks did, who placed a 
part of their wit in the magnificence 
of their expreſſions, whereby they be- 
came ridiculous to the Epicure ans. 
VII. 

After that the Writings of A»i/orle, 
which were ſo long concealed, were 
diſcovered, and that his method was 
known, men addied themſelves to 


| It 1n ſucceeding times, as to the l0- 


lideſt and ſureſt of all: the art of think- 
ing and diſcourſing appearing in it, in 
Its higheſt perfection, by the inventi- 
on of —_—_— ; to which all the me- 
ditation and reflexions of Philoſophers 
can adde nothing. Galen himſelt who 
had entertained other Notions on Lo- 
gick, and who had compoſed a new 
Dialectick, which is loſt, followed at 
laſt that of Ari/o/le, and pave it even 
applauſe and reputation: and that new 
Figure of Syllogiſm, which he invent- 
ed, paſſed only for an indire& method 
of demonſtration. Alexander Aphro- 

| 3 diſeus, 
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 difems, Simplicizs, Ammonius, Philopo- 
-— —_— the Greeks , pie 
Azpuſtine, Reetics, Thomas Aquinas, 
ond many others amongſt the Zetines 
aſwell as the Arabiens, laboured on 
the Logick of Ariſtotle, as on the beſt 
of all others. It ts even true that there 
hath been nothing ſaid rationally ſince 
on that Science, which Arifterle had 
not thought on before : and it may be 
affirmed, that there has not any new 
thing almoſt been diſcovered, in the 
univerſal economy of the operations of 
the mind, ſince that Philo opher hath 
written on it. Upon that admirable Mo- 
del alſowas framedthe Se of the Scho- 
lafticks or Schoolmen, who reigned ſo 
long in the Schools, and with fo much 
authority. It is truethat there happened 
therein a Schifm berween the Nomi- 
naliſts and Realiſts ; but both of them 
in their diſputes reaſoned only on the 
Principles of Ariſtotle, I ſhall fay no- 
thing of the _— of Rizmnnd Lally, 
which 1s but the meer gibriſh of the 
Cabal, and a ranking up of words in 
an order that 1s but arbitrary, and 
which * 
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which hath nothing of reality : it is 
an art of ſpeaking of all things with- 
out judgment, and of dilcourling at 
randomas much as men pleaſe. In tine, 
it is & very extravagant Notion of Lo- 
gick, - which Peter Montuns pretends 
ro have been copied from head to tail, 
from an Arebien Philoſopher called 
Abezebroy, proper to puzzle Antichriſt 
when he comes into the world. Upon 
this fair original Reymend Lully formed 
the Idea of Ts Logick, which could 
never as yet make men any thing but 
Enthuſiaſts or Ignorant. About two 
hundred years ago Lavrentiu: YVallx un- 
dertook to reform the Logick of Ari- 
flotle, by reducing the ten Categories 
into three, andcutting off the third Fi- 
gure of Syllogiſm. He ſuccceded not 
 1n that boldnels, for he had no Fol- 

lowers. Ludovicw Vives undertook 
another Reformation, which concern- 
ed the Schoolmen more than Arz/totle ; 
but likewiſe without ſucceſs. Rame 
had no better luck in his deſign of 0- 
verthrowing the credit of Sifberle, up- 
on the Memoires of Yala and Yives, 
I 4 For 
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For the Idea that he conceived of his 
new DialeQick contains nothing ratio- 
nal, but what he hath borrowed from 
the Dialeick of Arilorle, which he 
hath corrupted by endeavouring to re- 


 formit. Carden compoled a Logick, 


upon the Logick of Ariſtotle, of Hip- 
prerates , of Euclide, of Prolomy, and 
of Galen ; but that Work- hath no 
thing in it that 1s good, but what he 
hath taken from the geometrical me- 
thod of Ariforie, which he brings 1n- 
tOit, 
VIII. 

We ſhall now tell you our thoughts 
of the late DialeQticians. The Organ 
of Facon is not methodical z it is made 
up- of curious conceits, which pro- 
ceed only from an exceſſive paſhon that 
chat Author hath to ſignalize himſelf 
by new ſentiments, and to ſay what 0- 
thers have not ſaid. There is nothing 
leſs folid than the four Idols, which he 
makes the Principles of all things. 
Every thing there is metaphorical, and 
hardly any thing proper : that geome- 
trical way of reaſoning in uſe among 
the 
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the Schoolmen -is unknown to him, 
But the Spaniards, who are the Ma- 
ſters of other people in the matter of 
Reflexions, refined Logick ſo much in 
the laſt Age, that they corrupted the 
Purity of Natural Reaſon, by the ſub- 
tilty- of their Reaſonings , falling into 
empty and abſtracted ipeculations, 
which had nothing of reality. Theſe 
Philoſophers found an Art of enjoying 
Reaſon in ſpight of common-lenle , 
and of giving a colour, and I know 
not what ſpectous paint,to the moſt un- 
reaſonable matters. It was not now, 
as heretofore, the refining the know- 
ledgeof things that they endeavoured, 
but Conceptions and Terms, And Diſ- 
putation became thereby ſo full of 
wrangling and animoſity, that it was 
good for nothing elſe but to hear the 
Choler, and blacken the Blood of Phi- - 
loſophers. Smigleſtus a Polonian Jeſuit, 
was one of the firſt that wrote at the 
ſame time both moſt ſubtilly and moſt 
ſolidly on the Logick of Ariſforle, He 
hath by the Sagaciy of his Wit dived 
into the depth of that Science, with a 

| perſpicuity 
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picuity and exatnels, that is harh 
y to be found elſewhere. His Logick 
15a loyely piece. The other Modern 
Philoſophers are more addicted to Na- 
 eural Philoſophy than Logick : but 
there is nothing more extravagant, 
than the Treatile which Y a» Helmont 
hath written on Logick, by his unrea- 
fonable overthrowing all the Principles 
of Ariſtotle, Deſeartes began a Logick 
which is not compleated : Some Frag- 
ments thereof have remained in the 
hands of one of his Scholars, uader 
the Title of © Erudition, There are ſome 
Lineaments of Dialectick in his Me- 
thod, where he ſayerh that the mind 
of man being limited, it muſt at firſt 
be buſicd about ſimple Objects , then 
accuſtomed by little and little to the 
knowledge of compound Objects, and 
_ to diſtinguiſh the one from the 0- 
ther, He would have men to diſen- 
gage themſelves from prejudices, en- 
ter into a thought of doubting of every 
thing, that they may be able to diſtin- 
guiſh what is true from what is falſe, His 
tuſt Principle, /rhiat, therefore or 
| whic 
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which he prope as the firſt evident 
and (en{ble truth, if it be narrowly ex- 
_— hath in it ſomewhat defective : 
the Propoſition, / rhink, being to be 
reduced to this, / em thinking ,, that is 
to ſay, / am, therefore 1 am, makes 2 
fmvolous ſenſe. But nevertheleſs, as 
he hath raved the beſt of any of the 
Moderns, ſo what he hath ſaid, for all 
its Noveltic 15s not ill deviſed: And 
there is found in 1t a depth of Meditati- 
on, which is peculiar to himſelf, yet 
there is nothing leſs Methodical than 
his Diſcourſe concerning Method, Te 
is a hodge-podge of Morality, Natural 
Philoſophy, and Metaphyficks, which 
eftabliſhes hardly any thing. Howe- 
yer there is to be found 1n it ſome 
draughts of Sincerity, which ſhow the 
true intention of his mind , eſpecially 
when he moſt ingeniouſly ſays, That 
Men gain nothing by Philoſophy but the 
means to | ap probably of every —_ , 
and to make themſelves be admired by 
rhe leſs knowing. The DialeQick of 
Campanells is confuſed and perplexed, 
being built upon the Platforme = 
c 
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the Averroiſts, whereof he framed to 
himſelf too abſtrated a Notion, But 
to conclude this point , it may be ſaid, 
that the compleateſt Modern piece ot 
Logick 1a all its parts, is that which 
Prter Mounyer, a Phaſician of Grenoble, 
hath publiſhed on the Writings of Fa- 
ther Fo'r4 a Feſuit. There 1s nothing 
more Original than what he hath writ- 
tein, chiefly on the Art of Syllogiſm,and 
Conirquence. No man hath hitherto 
carried that Science farther, nor hath 
more exhauſted that matter by the al- 
moſt Infinite Enumeratiort of all the 
modes, and of all the imaginable con- 
nexou ' of terms. which conſtitute a 
Syllogiſm, Bur Jet us proceed to Ms- 
ral Philolophy , which is ſomewhat 
Icis obſcure and more real, 


The end of the ſecond Part, 
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ORAL Philoſophy 
teaches the way of !iv- 
ing,as Logick the man- 

Wb ner of ſpeaking and rea- 


foning ; the one regu- 


lates the thoughts, and 
the other the defires-of the Soul. De- 
mecritus was the firſt of Philoſophers 
that thought it ftrange, that Man who 
was ignorant of himſelf, amuſed him- 
ſelf about the ſtudy of the Heavens. 
For that was the exerciſe of the Philo- 
{ophers before Socrates, who began firſt 
to mind the ordering of his Manners. 
He 
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He had the firſt notion of it from ?y- 
thageras, who applyed himſelf to Mo- 
rality whilſt he oblerved Nature. That 
Cm which he learat from the «&- 
Optians, by the correſpondence that 
with their Prieſts, was not his 
greateſt delight ; though it was not al- 
together in ifferent to him. The de- 
ſign of that Moral Philoſophy of hls 
aimed at the of the mind, 
from the impurities of the body and 
the miſts of imagination, by the ſtu- 
dy of Philoſophy , which he called a 
tion on death, it was alſo the 
moſt pure and religious, but the leaſt 
exact of all Moral Philoſophies. For 
it contained only bare Maxims, with- 
out order and connexion : and his 
Maxims were only a plain interpreta- 
tion of the Worthip of the , of 
_ the care that is to be had of Parents 
and Friends, of natural honeſty, of 
model , probity, publick intereſt, and 
other duties of lite. And by the Pre- 
cepts of ſo ſound Dodtine he formed 
che manners ' and minds of the 
that heard him. St. Ferome ſaith, 
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all the Morality of Pythegoras is com- 

hended in his Poem, which is not 
o much to be attributed to him as to 
his Scholars : we have an abridgmeng 
of it in the Commentary of Hierec/es 
on that Poem. This Hierocles was Go- 
vernour of Alexanaris under Diocleſi- 
4n, There is to be found in Lowginw 
a hint of the Morality of Pythagorar, 
which gives a great Idea of his Do- 
arine, | 


Do always good: and never te, 


And though Ariforle affirms, that 
that Philoſopher {peaks not {o well of 
verfues as Socrates did: yet it muſt be 
granted, ſays Cicero, that there appear- 
ed a certain Character of Wiſdom in 


_ the followers of Pyrhagoras, which o 


diſtinguiſhed them from other Philoſo- 
phers, that at Rowe under the firſt 
Conſuls, a man paſt for a Pythagorean 
when he had a compoſed meen , and 
what Athenzw reports of the Sobriety 
of theſe Philoſophers, hath given An- 
tiquity a great admiration for {o auſtere 
a Morality. II, Socra- 
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Socrates gave Principles to the Mo- 


ral Philolophy, which Pythagor as 


brought trom £Egypr, and begaa to re- 
duce « into Method, by the diftindu- 
on which he made of Virtues, and by 
their Dctinitions. The other Philolv- 
phers that went before him, ſtudied 
nature. Socrates ſtudied himlelt, by 
the care he had of cultivating his Soul 
more than his Reaſon, and ot improy- 


ing his Manners rather than his Wit. © 


Hc had a wonderful dilpofition to ver- 


tue, tor with a profound Capacity, he 


had a Modeſty and Sunplicity that ren- 
dred him amiable to all men, Thar 
familiar Spirit, which Apulcius calls the 
God of Socrates, hath given occaſion 
of much diſcourle concerning the Mo- 
rality of that Philolupher. >/ato pre- 
| ads that it was 2 kind of invilible 
genius that guided him: Terrullian 
and LeFantizs lay it was a real demon : 
Plutarch aſſures us that it was a way of 
ſneezing to the right or left, which 
ſerved Socrates for 2 good or bad Omen 
in any thung he undertook, A3ſaxims 
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of Tyre thinks it was a ſecret inſtin& 
of his Conſcience, which inclined him 
to good, and averted him from evil, 
Pomponatins judges that it was only 
the Planet which ruled in his Nativity. 
And Montanus will have it to have 
been a ſudden inclination of his Will, 
and a kind of inſpiration, which ſerv- 
ed for foreſight to that Philoſopher in 
ſurpriſes, an intimation in doubts, and 
a guide in dangers. But without ſo 
much ado, it is probable that rhat pre- 
rended Spirit of Socyrares, which ſerved 
him tor a Conductor in his actions,was 
nothing elle but the Prudence which 
he had acquired by his Expericnce in 
things, and the Reflexions he made on 
their Events, wherein he was ſzIdom 
miſtaken. Inſomuch that it hath been 
believed of him, what Homer would 
have us believe of the great men, of 
whom he ſpeaks in his Poems ; to 
whom he aſſigned Deitics tor Guides, 
in the dangers to which their Valor 
expoled them. For in fine, the Mo- 
rality of Socrates was his Demon: and 
all his Art conſiſted in his Prudence. 
IX Hc 
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He was unjuſtly condemned to death, 
for want of Religion. His ruine, faith 
Plutarch, was an effect of his Piety ; 
and he became only ſuſpected of irre- 
ligion, becauſe he would reader the 
Philolophy of Pyrhagoras purer, by 
cutting off the Fables and Superſtitions 
that had (lipt into it, and which ren- 
dred it ridiculous to his diſciples, that 
he might leave nothing in it but what 
was reaſonable. In etiect Socrates had 
ſo great a veneration for the Gods, ſays 
Cicero, that Xenophon having conſule- 
cd him, if he thould follow Cyr : 
Mans counſel, (aid he, « wncertain, you 
muſt adviſe with God, In tine, the Do» 
Etrine of Socrates was a continual Lef- 
ſon to Vertue, whereof the moſt part 
of other Philoſophers ſpeak only for 
oſtentation, or policy: that drolling, 
way he made ule of, was but a me- 
thod to procure attention, Morality 
which in its natural auſterity would 
have been apt to have diſgulted peo- 
ple, invited them under an agreeable 
appearance : the ſeaſoning which thar 
Ptuloſopher gave to the dryneſs of his 
Maxims, 
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Maxims, made - them be much more 
favourably received of the Publick , 
yea and thereby he avoided that ſtile 
of authority and arrogance, which 
was then in uſe among the Sophitts, 
as an odious yoke to Reaſon : and he 
handled with fo little teriouine!s the 
moſt ſerious matters, that he made it 
one of his Maxims to do ſo, knowing 
very well that the tureſt way to per+ 
ſwade was to pleaſe. 
IIL 
Plats brought Moral Philoſophy ſtill 
to greater perfection, upon the Model 
that Secrates had left him : For by his 
Ideas, which he gave to every thing, 
as the Univerlal Principle of Philoto- 
phy , he raiſed all Vertues to their 
higheſt perfection. In his Pheadrs he 
explains the nature of Moral Philofo- 
pby, the end whereof is to purit': the 
mind from the errours of imagination, 
by the reflexions that Philolophy tug- 
ets to him. TOE - —_ 
of his Dt s: are but go 
"rate a al: » but 
which fail not to hic che mark, and 
7 K 2 to 
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toinſtruc in their way , forthe Morals 
of that Philoſopher are full of inftru- 
ions , which tend always either to 


- countenance Vertue, or to diſcourage 


Vice: and that Morality is (| in all 
his diſcourſes, though there be nothing 


1n it extraordinary {ingular. Some pre- 


tend that the Metamorphoſis of Ap«- 


lets his Golden Aſs, is an Allegory of 


the Moral Philoſophy of Plate ; the 
end whereof is to teach that Phuloſo- 
phy ſerves to purifie the mind, and to 
purge it from paſſions, and thoſe gro(- 
ſer ſentiments which make men relem- 
ble beaſts. For my I believe no 
ſuch thing : the notions of it are too 
impure, There _ in the time of 
Plato at Athens a falle wit, introduced 
by the Sophiſts, which ſtruck at Man- 
ners a{well as Reaſon. Protepor as was 
a Sophiſt in Diſcourſe, and Drogenes in 
Manners: all his Morality was coun- 
terfeir, there. was nothing but arro- 
gance 1n his probity, and oftentation 
in his modeſty : he acted the ſevere for 
envy of Plato, whole delicateneſs he 
endeayoured to cenſure, by an affeQa- 
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tion of auſterity. It was only againſt 
Vertue and Grandure that he played 
the Philoſopher: he pitied the King 
of Perſis becauſe he was too rich: 
Alexander the Great ſeemed to him un- 
happy, becauſe he was too powerful : 
and merit and good fortune put him 
out of humour. Sothat the Morality of 
Diogenes muſt needs have been extra- 
vagant, having had no other founda- 


tion but a clowniſh ſurlineſs : he was 


a great Hypocrite, and in reality more a 
Bragadochio than Philoſopher. So that 
Plato by the ſolidity of his Doctrine 
and Vertue, had no great difficulty to 
overthrow the erroneous Morality of 
Diogenes, and of the Cynicks, who 
were the Diſciples of Antiſthenes, and 
of all Philoſophers the moſt open E- 
nemies of modeſty and civility. P/ato 


. was the firſt that rectified the opinion 


of the Immortality of the Soul, which 
Socrates learnt of Pythagoras, Pythago- 
r45 of the Egyptians, and the Egypti- 
ans of the Hebrews, by the means of 
Abraham whilſt he ſojourned in Egypr. 
He made it likewiſe the moſt impor- 
K 3 tant 
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tant principle of Pagan Morality, to 
oblige men to be vertuous by the hope 
of reward, and the fear of puniſh- 
ment. But the Doctrine of P/aro had 
a tendency to that of the Stoicks, 25 
appears by the example of Antioch 
of Aſca/on, who having been bred in 
the Academy turned Stoick. Crceyo 
remarks the reaſon of it, when he 
fays, that che moſt part of the Maxims 
'.of Zemo were drawn from the Do- 
frine of Socrates, Storcorum mirali- 
lia Secratica fant pleraque. 
I'V. | 
Though in the judgment of Czcers 
the Moral Philotophy of Ari/torle hath 
the ſame grounds, the ſame principles; 
and the ſame ceconomy as that of Plr- 
fo hath, and that there 15 no eſſential 
difference betwixt them, yet it 5 ro 
be granted, that Ariſtotle erects a far 
more methodical Scheme of Dorine : 
not only by the notion that he gives of 
a publick and a private vcrtue, in di- 
ſtiaguiſhing the prudence of a Sove- 
rign in the condutt of his State, from 
that of the Maſter of a Family 1 the - 
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ordering of his Houſhold , but alſo by 
 eltablubing in his Books to Nicema- 
chx« the two moſt eſſential points in 
Maral Philoſophy, a laſt End, and the 
Means to attain it: andinthe laſt Book 
he teaches, that that Beatitude conſiſts 
in the nobleſt a&tion of man in refe- 
rence to the moſt excellent Object. 
This is all the Moral Philoſophy of A- 
r4{lotle : the moſt exact, the moſt regu- 
lar and compleat of all other Morali- 
ties. Every thing thcreta is ranked in 
lo good a method , that the chicf 
ground of the deſign, and the parts of 
it have (o natural a relation to one ano- 
ther, and tend all in ſo ſtreight a line 
to their end, that it isone of the moſt 
accompliſhed Works of Antiquity, For 
every thing therein 1s digeſted in that 
adnurable method of Azah/is, very fa- 
miliar to that Author, who by that art 
reduces the End to the Means, in the 
ſame manner that the parts are refer- 
red to the whole, and the effects to the 
cauſe. And though in the third Book 
of his Morals he affirms, that an exact 
method cannot be obſerved in ſuch a 
K 4 matter, 


136 Reflexlons on 
matter, by reaſon of its natural inſta- 
| bility, ſeeing it hath for object the 
actions of men, which are in them- 
ſelves ſo mutable : yet he hath obſerv- 
cd a regularity therein, beyond what 
can be imagined , and nothing war- 
rants more the Morality of Ariſtotle, 
than the univerſal policy of the world. 
For there is not at this day any well 
ſetled form of Government which 1s 
not founded on that Moral Philolophy. 
And that is allo the Realon that Mu- 
ckjzvel, who teaches Magiſtrates to 
rule by crime, cannot mi it, be- 
cauſe it 15 t00 vertuous, But after all 
that hath been ſaid, that Moral Philo- 
ſophy of Ari/orle , alwell as that of 
So:rates and Plato, can make men on- 
ly Philoſophers, and are too weak to 
make them throughly good. For they 
can only teach man his duty, bur not 
make him in love with it. Neither is 
It 1a thele fair Maxims (though men 

brig ſo much) that patience in affli- 
ctions, and fortitude againſt adverſity 
IS to be found. And when a man has 
nn more but the vertue of a Philoſo- 
pher, he has none at all, - V.The 
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V. 

The great Principle of the Morality 
of Zeno, head of the Stoicks, was to 
hve in conformity to Nature , foun- 
ded on that pretended maxim of 
the School of Plato, Nulla in re, niſ 
in natura, querendum ſummun bonum : 
That the chief good is no-wherxe to be 
ſoug hs but in Nature, But l(ceing that 
maxim favoured ſenſuality roo much, 
and even agreed with the Doctrine of 
Antiſthenes, and the Cynicks, who in 
their ſentiments were naturally impu- 
dent, it offended the moſt part of Phi- 
lolophers, and made them revolt and 
fall off trom Zexo, That Philoſopher, 
that he might not diſpleaſe the Pub- 
lick, put his opinion in a cleaner dreſs, 
by explaining that conformity to Na- 
ture, by a conformity to right Reaſon, 
The Maſters explanation was variouſly 


interpreted by his Scholars. Cleanthes 
. would have it, to live conformably to 


that ray which Heaven had imprint- 
ed on the mind of man. Chryſipps 
pretended, that it was to live accord- 
ing to the light of Vertue : but _ 

O 
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of them grounded rhemſelves on that 
principle of Zezc, that Vertue and Rea- 
fon were circumicribed by as narrow 
bounds as Truth: and as whatſoever 
is contrary to Truth, is alike falſe y 1o 
whatever is contrary to Reaſon, and 
Vertue, is equally abſurd and vicious, 
Every thing moved on that axis in the 
School of Zen : bur the conſequences 
of ſo extravagant a principle were dit- 
liked by all men: nothing appeared 
more ridiculous than that equality of 
fins, which made all men alike crimi- 
nal ; and nothing ſeemed falſer than 
that Tranquillity which they founded 
on an indiflerency for external goods 
and evils. Theſe Maxims begot admira- 


tion, when they were only conlidered 


on the outſide, but they occaſioned 
laughter, when men pryed more deep- 
ly into them. That Kingdom of the 
wiſe-man, whereof Zexo ipeaks, which 
rendred the Stoick Maſter of the world, 
ſo foon as he became a Philoſopher, 
was but chimerical, and that calm of 
mind which he aftc&ed by his inſenſi- 
bility to all things, was but a dream. 
How 
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How much agitation might be ſeen 
through that apparent Serenity ? what 
fervitude appeared in that inaginary 
Soveraignty ? and how frivolous are 
all che reaſonings that Seneca makes in 
hisBooks of Tranquillity and Conſtancy 
to Seren'ss ? For to be ſhort, there was 
nothing natural nor ſincere in that Phi- 
lofophy. All that Vertue had no other 
principle but Vanity : That external 

imace of wiſdom which was taught 
in the Porch, was bur a ftalle reprelen- 
tation of the Soul, it made a man bur 
4 machine of Philoſophy : and they 
preached a height of ſentiments that 
was fomewhat ſavage , and bore no 
proportion to humane infirmity, Theſe 
fair maxims of conſtancy, moderation, 

nality, greatneſs of Soul, undaunt- 
edneſs, and the like, were but great 
names, "_— theſe Ape-Sapges dif- 
guiſed their pride. It was rather an hy- 
pocritical arrogancy, than true honour, 


that ſwayed their conduct. That Sto- 
tick who fills the Books of Sereca and 


Epiffetus, was a wile-man. 1n fanſie, 
whereof there hath never been ſeen 
any 


” 
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any : and Pluterch in one of 
his Treatiles againſt Zezo, proves that 
the Morality of that- Philolopher is e- 
ven more fabulous than the poerical 
—_— ws 52 ;qbe 
Stoicks, only that they might oft 
: ſtediaitnels in diſgrace, = dey 
got by it was (ome (entiments hoiſted 
above Reaſon and Humanity, which 
made them look demure, and dye 
with a better meen. That Senatour, 
of whom T acit«s (peaks, may bean in- 
ſtance of this truth, who turned Sto- 
ick upon no other account, but that he 

ight become ſeditious and an incen- 
diary ; for which that Se&t was very 
fit : and an unmasked Stoick was an 
inconſiderable thing. Wherefore Lip- 
ſows, 10 my opinion, had no reaſon to 
have {o-much extolled that Morality, 
and to have found it ſo conſonant to 
our Religion : I thiak there is nothing 
more oppolite to it, becauſe ir inſpires 
into men pride and independence: for 
a Stoick is only humble in his words, 
that he may be herce and haughty in 
his thoughts, That Morality is, in 
truth, 
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truth, more ſplendid than any other, 

becauſe it is full of lofty expreſſions 

and folemn maxims: but there is no- 

thing more ſuperficial than the Vertues 

it profeſſeth: and in a Stoick every 

thing, even — it ſelf, is vain, 
VI. 


There is nothing more honeſt in ap- 
pearance, than the Morality of Epics- 
rs: ig propoſes only for its end the 
pure pleaſure of mind, and has no 0- 
ther deſign but ro guide man unto per- 
fe& liberry, by curing his infirmities, 
and delivering him from his paſſions, 
that it may make him wiſe, Epicurus 
himſelf was a very able man, who 
fetched great compaſſes to come to his 

int, and to diſguiſe appearances : he 

ew that that ſoft and voluptuous 
Doctrine, which Ari//ippze taught, and 
which abridged not man of his plea- 
ſures, was highly cenſured by Plato, 
Xemnophoz,and all thoſe who ſtood much 
upon diſcipline and probity, He him- 
ſelf affected ſeverity in his manners, 
that he might be the more favourably 
heard : and he concealed his real ſen- 
timents 
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timents, under (© frugal a way of liv- 
ing, and {o prudent a conduR, that 
Cicero , who in many things finds 
fault with him, could not forbear ro 
qgnaargy er nog th Ga 9-15 eager 
1 ogy opinion 0 
te? pretending that the 
pleaſures wherein he made his happt- 
nels OP, one ) ou bu a (ove- 
ign tranquillity of the Soul, accom- 
_ wich a > £4 conſtitution of 
446 4 But Cicero, Horace, Plutarch, 
and almoſt all the Fathers of the 
Church, ſpeak otherwiſe of it. The 
truth is, that pleaſure, wherein Eprex- 
rw placed his chief good, is a great 
Problem ia his Philolophy. And Ci- 
cero lays that the Epicareans were wonr 
to complain , that men were alv* ys 
miſt:ken ia the ; pleaſure that they 
{peak of, and that they were not right- 
ly underſtood : and that divided the 
opinion of the Learned, as to the truth 
of their Doctnne , which by the dit- 
ferent ways that Epicwrus explained 
hicaſelf in, had two faces , one lovely 
and agreeable , and the other ſevere 
| and 
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and rude, Epicarws [pake ſometimes 
like a Philoſopher in a grave ſtrain, 
declaiming againſt voluptuoulnels ; 
and by and by ina lotrerdiale, and 
like a tage Debauchee : he was a vo- 
luptuous Politician, who would pleaſe 
the delicate, without offending the (c- 
vere. There were ſecrets in that School 
which were not indifferently revealed 
to every body. Epicurus when he ſpake 
in publick, mennoned nothing but the 
= pleaſure of the mind , but when 
entertained his Cont:dents at pri- 
valedged times, he altered his ſtile. 
And here you have all the myſtery ct 
that admirable Doctrine , whereot the 
expreſſions were innocent, and the opt 
nions criminal : it was 4 lewd inlide 
under 2 fair outſide, civility in words 
and impudcnce in 2ctions. Theſe Phi- 
loſophers cloaked under an apparent 
. ſtrictneſs an indulgence tor themtelves, 
and all the art of their Morality tended 
only to hide their irregularity. - For 
they lived ill, though thoy ſpoke well : 
and to juſtite rheir own conduct, they 
neyer found fault with other men 
wherein 
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wherein they were very ingenious. $0 
poliſhed a Morality gave ground to 
the different ſentiments that _ 
entertained of them , they paſſed 
for vertuous and for debauched. Bur 
they who undertake to juſtifie Epics- 
rs, are too ſtrongly out-voted, not to 
be aſhamed to favour him. For notto 
ſpeak of the primitive Stoicks, who 
have always declaimed againſt him, 
there was never any Doctrine more de- 
cryed by the Fathers of the Church 
than his. Ir is true Epicarws had mae 
ny great vertues , that his Diſciples 
were diſcreet, faithful, commodious 
and kind to their friends, and that he 
himſelf was ſober : but in reality that 
ſobriety was but aregimen ; the weak- 
nels of his conſtitution obliged him to 
that circumſpection for his healths 
ſake, and the moſt important hours 
of his life were the hours of digeſtion. 
He had beſides a modeſt air, and that 
he might purge himſelf of the arro- 
gance pt a Philolopher, he voted of- 
ten for ignorance againſt the Learned. 
Yet in the moſt auſtere heads of his 


Morality, 
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Morality, there appeared ſome Linea- 
ments of Humanity, that diſcovered 
the real Sentiments of his Heart, In 
a Word, howſoever men may colour 
this Doctrine,” by the pleaſure which 
Reaſon and Honeſty may allow to the 
moſt ſpeculative Philoſophers , yer 
there is ſo great enormity in the bold- 
nels that it takes to baffle Religion, that 
a good and vertuous man cannot main- 
raunit. And not to rip up any more 
the injuſtice of Epicurns, proved by 
Ariftodemus in Plutarch, of depriving 
God of Providence , the diſcourſe of 
Theos in the ſame place, to prove thar 
the Pleaſures of the Body are prefera- 
ble to the Pleaſures of the Mind ; 
what Diogenes Laertius reports of his 
Gallantries, his Miſtreſſes, his Nicety 
18 his Pleaſures, and of the Effeminacy 
of his Sentiments, are ſufficient Rea-. 
ſons to render that Doctrine ſuſpected 
to a true Philoſopher. And Platareh 
pretends that Epicurws by taking Man 
oft from Religion, deprives him of a 

ter pleaſure, than all the other de- ., 
bets he leaves him. It is no calumny 
L then 
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then to (ay, that that Philoſopher was 
Not over innucent. 
- VIL | 

_ . Thenoiſe that the Morality of Zens 
and Epicwrus made at Athens, where 
they were much in vogue, excited the 
Wuts to employ themiclves 1a that part 
of Philoſophy more than in any other : 
that ſtudy grew ſo much in faſhion 
there, that Natural Philoſophy was 
neglected z and men buliced themſelves 
ſo much in finding out the Chief Good 
that they {lighted all the reſt. But as 
every one reaſoned according to his 
Principles, 1o every one likewiſe ſhap- 
cd to himlelf a Beatitude according to 
his Humour, Heri//ws who loved ftu- 
dy, placed the chief good in Know- 
ledge: Calliphon and Dinomachus place 
ed it in honeſt and lawful Pleature, 
Diodorws in the Abſence of pain : These 
Fhraſt#s wholoved a commodious and 
ealie life, thought that Vertue without 
Fortune would not make a Man happy. *! 
Some added to that Health, others In- | 
dolency, Beauty, and a good Confti-. * 
fution: feverals placed Happinels in 

> Honour, 


Moral Philoſophy. © 147 
Honour, Credit, Authority, Reputa- 


tion, and in the other qualities which 
might contnbute to the {atisfaction of 
Body and Mind, Ir was from that ea- 
gerneſs which men had then to form 
_ to themlelves a Model of Felicity, 
wherein every one fancied to him{c!f 
an intereſt above all other concerns; 
the nouons of it multiplyed lo vaſtly 
by the multitude of different Spirits 
who applyed them{clves thereto, - that 
Yarro reckons up two hundred and 
{ouricore different Opinions upon the 
ſole queſtion of the Chiet Good ; as St. 
Awzuſtin in his Book De civitate Dot 
aſſures us , every one purluing the ob- 
jet ro which his humour drew him, 
that he might make to himſelf a Bea- 
ritude according to his own mind. But 
the Spirit of man is ſo weak in all the 
Reaſonings that he makes of the Chict 
. Good of his own head, that he cin- 
not conceive but an impertetnotion 
thereof: for he wanders after the tha- 
dow, inſtead of the trith which he 
purſues. Ir is true,that that Idol of Glo- 
'ry, and Honeſty, which the Pagan 
L 3 Morality 
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Morality propoſed for an Object, how 
frivolous ſoever it was, did notwith- 
ftanding ſtir men up to Vertue, and 
was the firmeſt Foundation it had, 
That is all that man by the light of na- 
ture found reaſonable. From that prin- 
ciple Paneriis deduced the moſt eflenti- 
al parts of the duties of life, for the in- 
ſtruction of men. For ſince Zexo and 
Epicars there hath appeared no new 
model of Morality, whereof any thing 
remains, The Characters of Theo- 
phraſtizs, the Comedics of Menander, 
PPantur, and Terence, are indeed fair 
Leflons for manners but without Prin- 
ciples, And of all the Moral Philoſo- 
phies of Paganiſm, that of Cicero con- 
tained in his Offices is the moſt exa@y, 
for its maxims are grounded on auſter- 
eſt vertue. - The Morality of Sexecs is 
not altogether {vo pure ; tor though his 
Maxims be moſt lovely, yet they are 
not always ———— by the ſame 
Realon. Plutarch is more real, he 
teachcs vertue in a plainer way, by re- 
lating the ations of the vertuous. 
Pliny, for all he was lo great a Liber- 
tine, 
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tine, hath ſome draughts of Morality 
in the Prefaces to his Natural Hiſtory, 
which are of great weight. He rae +. 
always magiſterially, with that lofti- 
nels of expreſſion, that is natural to 
him. His ſole deſign is |to reform 
manners by his vehement declamations 
againſt Luxury, Debauchery, and the 
other Diforders of his Age, his in- 
tention 15 always good, in praiſing ſin- 
ccrely what is laudable, and condemn- 
ing what is otherways. Of all the 
Stoicks Eprifterus is the molt rational y 
for he is the moſt ſincere, and leaſt 
head-ſtrong of all. The reſt of Phi- 
loſophers who wrote on manners, fol- 
lowed cither the Principles of Ariſtotle, 
as Panetin,Ciceroand Plutarch,or wrote 
to little purpoſe, 
VIII, 

But nothing more diſcompolcd the 
Heathenith Morality, than the Lives of 
the Primiuve Chriſtians. That Do- 
&rine which the Apoſtles and their 
 Succeſlors publiſhed, teaching men to 
be humble -in greatneſs and modelt in 
luccels,and that Probity whereot Chri- 

L 3 {tianity 
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ſtianity made Profeſſion, appeared: ſo 
wondkeki to them, .that in maki 
attempts to imitate the Chriſtians, 
they tcll into extravagancy,by ſtepping 
beyond their Character,and the bounds 
of that worldly wiſdom, whereof they 
followed the maxims. Their vertue 
degenerated ihto oftentation, -and they 
became Braggadochioes, when they 
could be no longer Sages; and as it is 
often weakneſs that makes men bold, 
lo it was only vanity that made the Pa- 
gans become vertuous. The life of 
Appollonius fo full of Prodigies, was 
only written by Phileſtratus, that he 
might oppoſe tt to the miraculous life 
of Jesus Cunt s r : Solikewiſe 
the lives of the Sophiſts were publiſhed 
by Eunapius, who lived under Theods- 
ſ1cs the great z that he might compare 
them to the lives of the Primitive Be- 
lievers, and overthrow the belief that 
men had in their Doctrine. Yopiſcus 
inimitation of Ewnapius undertook the 
ſame: and long before them Epicterws, 
who had remitted much ofthat haugh- 
tinels which he learned from Zemo, 
\ 4 by 
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by the Converſation he had with 
the Chriſtians, gave occaſion to thar 
ipirit of emulation, which made the 
Morality of the Stoicks reflourith- un+ 
der the Empire of the Awtonives: For 
at that time moſt part of Philoſophers 
became Stoicks, as Sextus EmPpiricuus 
affirms, chat they might counterteit 
the {everity of Chriſtianity by that fur- 
ly gravity which the Porch inſpired in- 
to them, and which was good for no- 
thing but to puff man up. But how- 
ever, all other moral Philoſophy ap- 
proree very defective in compariſon of 

riſttan morality z, which only at 
og became commendable, by the 
protefon it made_of modeſty , disin- 
tcreſtedneſs, and {incerity. . For there 
is none but the Chriſtian Doctrine; 
that teaches man to appear to be what 
| heis, and to be what he appears, be- 
cauſe to a Chriſtian whoſe Glory is his 
Infirmity, it is no ſhame to diſcover his 
Imperte&ions. He 1s that true Hero, 
who has always courage enough to 
be ſincere, and is never {o weak as to 
diſguiſe himſelf, All the Pagan Mo- 
L 4 rality 
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rality was overthrown by thefirft word 


that Js 5 us Curls r uttered inpub- 
lick , when in his Sermon on the Mount 
he pronounced, Happy the and 
humble in ſpirit : becaule all the Pag 
Morality is but Pride,and the Chriſhan; 
Submiſhon. The one teaches man to be 
vain, and the _ to be _—_ And 
ſecing purity of manners and ſincerity 
is os on be found among Chriſtians, 
it may be affirmed, that there is no real 
—_— out of Chriſtianity. For the 
greatelt Probity that can be, if it be 
attacked by an intereſt as prevalent as 
is the motive to the vertue whereof ir 
makes Profe{hon,may ſuccumb. Ir is on- 
y to be found in our Religion, wherein 
the intereſt of an Ecernity, which ſurpaſ- 
ſes all other concerns,canrenderimpreg- 
nable the principles that ſupport it. > 
that out of Chriſtianity there is no 
true Morality, becauſe there is no real 
vertue : and every Morality elſc,beſides 
that of a Chriſtian, is commonly but a 
kind of policy, and piece of cunning. 
I X. 


The truth is, Pagan Morality began 
of 


Moral Philoſophy. 153 


of it ſelf ro appear fo weak for ſup- 
- Porting the inhrmity of man, that it 
fell altogether into contempt, amongſt 
thoſe who aſpired to a good life : for 
belides that the indifference for pleaſure 
or. pain, for nches or poverty , for 
glory or ignominy,which Zexo taught, 
Is not to be ne real but in the Chri- 
ſian Religion , and that that Feli- 
city which Philoſophy endeavoured to 
find in ſutferiags, was only to be found 
in our Doctrine, all the Vertue of Pa- 
gans appeared to thoſe that examined 
it, but an Art to hide Vices, and a 
Leſſon of Ignorance ; becaule it teach- 
es.man only to fill his mind with falſe 
Nouons of Conſtancy and Stedfaſtnels, 
whilſt Chriſtian Philoſophy diſcovers 
to hum his infirmities ; and that the 
one teaches him to follow his defires, 
and the other to repre(s them. By the 
help of that light, and by the know- 
ledge of thele admirable truths the 
new Morality of the Goſpel was eſta- 
bliſhed, which made the wiſe change - 
their maxims, and all theearth its coun- 
tenance: becauſe that Heavenly Do- 
- | Qarine 
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Grine of the Law of Grace, wherein 
Gad had included the depth of his 
Wiſdom, having taught man what it 
behoved him to hate, and what he 
ought to love ; humiliation and po- 


verty became preferable to greatneſs. 


and riches , and the Chriſtian meaſur- 
ed no more his eſteem ang inclinations, 
but by the Eternity which God pro- 


poſed to him for a recompenſe.. That 


was the Morality which the Apoſtles 
preached, which the Martyrs ſealed 
with their Blood, which Virgins ſan- 
ified by the Purity of Life, which the 
Laws authoriſed, and which, in 

was ſetled in the World by Probity 

Reaſon. Amongſt the Fathers who 
beſt explained that Divine Morality to 
men, S. Baſil, S. Chryſoſtome, S. Ferome, 
S. Ambroſe, S. Auguſtin, S, Gregory, 
S. Bernard and Thomas Aquin 1, ob- 
tained greateſt reputation... S. Baſil 
did its a Spiritual Father, in his aſce- 
tick diſcourſes, S. Chryſoſtome as a 


p_—_ in his Sermons, and in his 
itations on the Epiſtles of S. Paul, 
where he hath left us one of the per- 
fecteft 
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ſcReſt Ideas of Morality, which we 
have in our Religion ; and a pattern 
likewiſe of preaching, which ought 
to be propoſed to thole who are called 
to that holy Miniſtry : S. Ferome, S. 
Ambroſe, and S. Augnſtin have done it 
as Interpreters of the Scripture, and 
Doors of the Church z D. Gregory aS 
a Philoſopher by his Allegories , S. Ber- 
nerd as a Contemplative, and Thomas 
Aquinas as a Theologue, His ſecands 
ſecunde is the rhoſt rational, the beſt 
digeſted, and moſt accurate Morality 
that hath ever been written. Itis 1n- 
deed the Morality of Ariftorle reduced 
into the perfecteit method that it can 
be. Favellmzs a theologue of the ſame 
order with Thom.zs Aquinas, hath writ- 
ten the beſt after him on that part of 
Philoſophy. The work of Perrarch 
upon the divers accidents of life, is 2 
kind of Moral Philoſophy : but feeing 
it is made up but of curious reflexions 
on Fortune, it 15 of nouſe for mans 
conduct, It is rrue that it 1s fer- 
tile in thoughts, but very barren in 
Reaſon and Diſcourſe, There is more 
inge- 
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ingenioulneſs in the Morality of Bacen,; 
than in his other works, Every thing 
therein is well excogitated , but Iknow 
not if all be true. The wiſdom of Car- 
dan teaches nothing lets than manners, 
his notions are empty, which preſcribe 
no real courſe for the condudt of life ; 
and that knowledge oftheWarld which 
he promiles, is but a Morality of oſten- 
tation and no-ways of practice. Deſ- 
certes in his method hath but oneor 
two principles of Morality , Natural 
Philoſophy was his predominant paſſ- 
on, Iwave an infinite number of 0- 
ther Authors, who. have ſucceeded in 
this kind of writing , eſpecially the 
Italians and Spaniaras, who arc leaſed 
to moralize more than other people, as 
appears by their ſpiritual Fathers, who 
are the molt famous. 
6 ; 

To conclude, we have ſeen in theſe 
laſt Ages Moralities, whoſe maxims 
were admirable, and their principles 
notwithſtanding horrid, Men ſuffer 
themſelves to be miſled by theſe fair 
appearances, becaule they examine not 

| the 
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the grounds of them , and blindly fol. 

low thoſe maxims, without informin 
themſelves ot the principles cheraek 
The pureſt Morality cannot be true, if it 
be not founded on a ſound and Ortho- 
dox Faith; ſuch as is that of the Univer. 
fal Church,to which men ſhould adhere, 
and firmly relye on. But it 1s a matter 
much to be lamented, That that Mora. 
lity, which might be ſo ready a reliefto 
Chriſtians in their afflictions, becomes 
to them almoſt uſeleſs when they ſtand 
in need of it, through the Igno- 
rance in which they live, of the Holy 
Inſtructions of ſo ſaving a Philoſophy , 
That ſo neceſſary a remedy turns fruit- 
leſs through the levity. of our minds, 
which in vain ſeek after Humane Con- 
ſolations ; and through a Natural Cu- 
rioſiry which puts out the heavenly 
light within us, and fills our ſouls 
with extreme darkneſs. Happy is 
that Chriſtian who being perſwaded of 
his Religion, knows no other Philoſo- 
phy but the fear of the Lord, which is 
the beginning of true Wiſdom, But 
that once for all we may undeceive our 
, ſelves 
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ſelves of the Vanity of all Humane 
Knowledge: let us labour to conceive 
how cold are all the con(olations of Pa- 

an Morality to. a man abandonedyof 

the World, after that he hath been 
adored therein, ſuch as we have (een 
ia this Age , 2nd how comfortable to a 
man in affliction 1s the Morality of our 
Religion, though it ſhould only ſerve 
to redouble his Faith in the Agony of 
Tribulation, by teaching him that af- 
- Alidtion is a favour, and that temporal 
pain is the aſſurance of a Joy and Re- 
ward that (hall never have an end. Jn 
this it is properly that the Chief Gow, 
which Pagan Philoſophy in vain ſought 
aſter, docs conſiſt, which can onl 
the fruit of the pure and holy Chriſtian 
Religion: but nothing denotes ſo much 
the weakneſs of man, as to know that 
Chief Good,and not to love it , to have 
reaſon and want ſtrength to follow it g 
and to be always endeavouring to pet» 
"Hb but never able to convince him- 


The end of the third part. 
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I. 


W Very well conceivethat man may 
WM frame to himſelf principles of Lo- 


gick and Moral Philolophy, be- 
caule reaſoning , and manners, 
which are the obje& of thele two Sci- 
ENCces, are the work of man : butI can- 
not conceive how he dares form prin- 
iples of Natural Philolophy, where- 
of Nature is the objec, and that the 
Work of God, In effe& what means 
have we to know the deſign of the 
Creator, who many times have not 
underſtanding enough to know the 
deligns of the Creature? Did God 
hp adviſe 
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adviſe with you, when he ſuſpended 
in the air the Foundations of the Earth, 
to frame an Univerſe? And which of 
the Philoſophers hath ſounded that &- 
ternal wiſdom, which was betore all 
things, that he might diſcover the 
depth of his thoughts. St. Augu/'sw 
faith, that the World is a great Theatre, 
where the Art of him that made it 
ſhines forth on all hands : Bur is ig noe 
rather a great Riddle which the Philo- 
ſophers have eflayed to explain with- 
out being able to ſucceed in it. Its 
true there have been minds ſufficiently 
qualified, to know the effects of nas 
ture by examining their cauſes: But 
never was there any as yet capable, to 
ſee into the intentions of the Creatour; 
and to diſcover the hidden ſecrets of 
his art, by knowing the principles of 
this great work, For if the ſmalleſt 
Creatures that are within the reach of 

our ſenſes, and which we have fo 1 
ſtudied, have ſomething that is incom- 
prehenſible * If the ſmalleſt Herbs of the 
Fields have qualities unknown to man ; 
Shall we be fo vain as to pretend to 
know 
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know the vertue of _ reat Ma- 
chins which compoſe orld, and 
to aſcend to the ſource of all the Won- 
ders that we admire therein, Let us 
not deceive our ſelves: Nature hath 
her myſteries , the attains her ends by 
wayes that we are ignorant of: And 
ſince men have applied themſelves to 
the knowledge 0 Secrets, there 
hath been (o little of certainty diſco- 
vered, that one would think nothing 
ſhould more bring down the pride of 
man, than the ſtudy of Natural Phi- 
lofophy. Ir is an abſtruſe and profound 
' Science, wherein there is little agreed 

amongſt men : thoſe that have 
ſpoken of it beſt, have as yet ſaid no- 
ing to the purpoſe : So therefore let 
us not beat our Brains to 1magine new 

es. That matter hath already 

through ſo many heads, that if 
there had been any better than what 


we know, it would have been found 
out : And indeed, after ſo much think- 
ing on it, it is even wiſdom to mind 
it no more; and to content our ſelves 


by an humble acknowledgment of 
| M our 
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our own ignorance,to admure the depihy, 
of the knowledge of God. Ir is true, 
there is nothing ſo capable, fully to 
ſatisfie the mind of man, as the can- 
Gderation of Nature, and Natural Be- 
ings z noother Science tickles ſo much 
our curioſity, Happy is he that cag 
know any thing thereot, but Nature 
ſhows her ſcltro us only by her out-(ide. 
The knowledge that we have of her 1s 
bur ſuperficial, and God Almighty to 

uniſh our Pride, takes pleafure to a» 
59x" us to our Curioſity, as to a char 
ſtilement , becaule by 1n(piring wato 
us a defire to know all things, he re- 


duces us to the pals of being ignorant * | 


of all, and even of our (clves. 
| II. | 
But by how much that Science is vain 
through the oblcurity and uncertaing 
of the matters it treats of, by ſo muc 
It is frivolous through the Diverſity of 
Opinions, that are to be found in the 
ſeatiments of the greateſt men who 
ſtudied ir ; for all the Ancient Philolo- 
phy hath hardly as yet been able ta e- 
{tabluh any Priagciple. that" is agreed 
upon. 
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upan. Tha/cs makes Warer the prin- 
ciple of all things. ter mow 
rends that it is Fire ; Aweximenes will 
have it to be the Air, Pythavoras 
maintains they are numbers , Demoeri- 
tw Atomes, Muſeus Unity, Parmeni- 
drs Infinitam, or Infinitude. And in fo 
profound an —_— of Natural Be- 
gs, and among (0 many different 
ſentiments one cannot be ſure of any 
thing. Prot 4por as thinks that what 
appears true to every one (everally, is 
crue in effect. Ariſtipps will have 
nothing true but what one perceives 
by an internal perfwafion of mind. 
Chryſpppre lays, that the lenles are con- 
tinval impoſltours. Lucretins affures 
us that they never are. Picus Miran- 
dols in the examination that he hath 
made of the Doctrine of the Pagans, 
Ladovicis Vives in his Book of the 
Corruption of Arts, Poſſevix in the 
third Book of his Bibliotheck, are elo- 
quent upon the uncertainty of the 
Judgments of Men: in effect there 1s 
nothing more certain than that, nor 
freer from diſpute. Iris not, that one 

M 2 oughr 
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ht to doubt of every thing ; but 
we ſhould not at leaſt too eaſily believe 
theſe Philoſophers, who propoſe to us 
daily new principles ot Natural Phyo- 
ſophy. Let us examine them before we 
believe them: let us diſtinguiſh what 1s 
obable in their Doctrine from what 
15 true, and not ſuffer our (elves to be 
ſurprized by their Conjetures. Let 
us admit of no Syſtemes, but upon the 
terms that Pro/omy propoſed his, which 
he deſired thould paſs for an Opinton, 
without pretending that men ſhould 
believe it on his Authority, before that 
he proved his Reaſons, And in truth 
one is very ridiculous, when he ſpeaks 
not modeſtly on this matter, whereof 


1, there 1s ſcarcely any thing known. Z#- 


cretizs for all he is ſo preſumptious 1n 
the Judgments that he makes on Na- 
ture, confeſſes that he knows not the 
Principles thereof. It may be ſaid then 
in general, that the Primitive Philoſo- 
phers by giving their principles, have 
only pretended to give hots con- 
jeRures, for Nature ſhews her (elf hard- 
ly to any man. Ir is true, the Inviſible 

Power, 
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Power of its Vertue may be known by 
the vilible effects of its Operations. 
But what Eye is lo ſharp as to pene- 
trate to the ſource of its Intentions, 
' and tounfold the Deſigns thereof ? Let 
us therefore only conſider the Principles 
which Naturaliſts propole to usg as 
Explications which may be made on 
what paſſes in Nature, and not as Laws 
that they impoſe upon her. Let us 
look upon the Numbers of Pythagorar, 
the Atoms of Democritus, the Pleni- 
tude and Vacuity of Zeucipprs , the 
Ideas of P/ato, the Matter and Form of 
Ariſtotle, the Yortices and Corpulcles 
of Deſcartes, which theſe great men 
propoſe for the Principles of their Na- 
tural Philoſophy, as Conjectures to be 
examined, and not as Rules to be fol- 
lowed. Let us even liſten more favou- 
rably to thoſe who give the beſt Rea- 
ſon for every thing, becaule they have 
had the wit to rank their Imaginations 
in better order : But let us not think 
them fuch Fools, as to have been wil- 
ling to vent for Science, what is bur 
Opunion , and to make current for 
M 3 ' Truth, 
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Truth, what is bur Probability. It 1s 
a Caution that one cannot. take too 
much to make him walk diſcreetly m 
ſo obſcure a Path as that of Natural 
Philoſophy, the ways whereof are un- 
certain, For as a falſe Rule makes a 
whole Building irregular, fo in the 
ſame manner a falſe Principle renders 
the whole Platform of Natural Philo- 
fophy defective. 


III. 
What courſe is then to be taken m 
ſo you an uncertainty, and what 
guide 


may one follow in fo difficult a 
way ? Pletarch in the {econd Volume 
of his Opulcles, reckons up the diffes 
rent Opinions of the ancient Philoſo- 
phers concerning Natural Philoſophy, 
to 2 pretty conſiderable number , 2s 
Cicero had done before in his A- 
cademicks : and both adhere to the 
ſentiment of Ariforle, which after exa- 
mination of all they prefer to the reſt : 
wherein they were followed by Galen, 
and all the {olid wits that have been 
ſince. So that ye have at firſt preat 
Suffrages for Ariftorle : For what can 

EE, bz 
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be more advantageous for that Philo- 
ſopher, than the teftumony of theſe 
great men , who have been all three 
particularly conſiderable, for the ſoli- 
dity-of their judgment, and the accu- 
rateneſs of their Criticks. That judg- 
ment which they made of Ariftoric, 
hath been followed by all thoſe who in 
the following Ages applyed themſelves 
to the diſcerning of the capacity of 
that profound Genius, |S. Jerom faith 
- that the mind of that Philoſopher hath 
been a kind of Prodigie of Nature, 
who knew all that man is naturally ca- 
pable to know. And Meatna a Spaniſb 
- Divine, pretends that the capacity of 
the Spirit of man cannot dive into the 
knowledge of Nature, as Ari/ffor le did, 
without the particular aſliſtance of a 
good or bad Angel. It 1s true, that 
beſides that that Philoſopher hath re- 

all that hath been ſaid in Natu- 
ral Philoſophy before himlelf, to ap- 
prove or to refute it ; there is nothing 
almoſt ſince to be found in that Science 
which is rational, that hath not paſ- 
ſed the tryal of his thoughts, and 

| M 
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whereof he hath not conceived the 
Principles. But ſccing men never al 
moſt ſtudy him by themſelves, or that 
he is not well underſtood by them , 
there are a kind of good people, who 
take ſometimes that which he refutes, 
for the thing he approves ; and that 
which he approves for what he refutes. 
This 100S contradictions in bis 
Followers, who to warrant themſelves 
by his authority, make him incline to 
their ſide, whether he will or not : and 
fo it is no wonder if themſelves be loſt, 
when they have put their Guide our'of 
the way. ; | 
| V 


But let us not be dazled with the lu- 
ſtre of the high reputation of that Phi- 
loſopher, let us neither liſten to the 
Voice of all Ages, nor to the Votes of 
all the Learned that have ſpoken in his 
favour, let us trye Ariſtotle by him- 
ſelf, ler us ſee in what manner he hath 
handled that Science of Natural Philo» 
fophy, which is the moſt comman 
Rock on which all Philoſophers ſplit : 
and that we may not be ſurprized, let 

| us 


us begin to judge of his Doctrine 

his Principles, | 00 ra. 
equitable in our ſentence, As he had 
a Wit beyond the common rate of men, 
fo he followed extraordinary methods. 
He begins by a kind of Hiſtory of the 
Opinions of all the. Philoſophers that 
weat before him, and that he might 
furniſh his thoughts with matter, and _ 
ſay nothing but what he hunſelf was 
fully informed of, he is willing to 
know all that others have ſaid onthe 
ſame ſubject. And inſtead of going 
ioto forraign Countreys to converie 
with the Learned, as P/ato did into E- 
gypt, Perſia and 7taly, there to ſtudy 
their ſentiments : Ari/forle ſhut himſelf 
up in his Cloſet, that he might exa- 
mine in private all that was written on 
Natural Philoſophy , and upon that 
examination eſtabliſh his Opinion, re- 
jecting what made againſt him, and 
making uſe of what he found for his 
turn, This was his firſt method. He 
affirms nothing but what he was ſure 
of, by the perfet knowledge he _ 
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of the Opinions of their Philoſophers; 
te Phys ar an abridgment of the 
Philoſophy of Pythopor.o, O- 


cells, Timens, Leucippes, Parmenides, 
ates, Meliſſus, Drmvocritas, and 
of others _ _ before him. The 
moſt Philoſophers ſpeak at ran- 
dom 2 they think \ apet or] 
alone dives into his matter, prepares it 
by overthrowing that which choaks his 
Opinion, and lays down nothing, «#H 
he hath firſt refuted that which is co 
trary to his Doctrine, and therein con- 
fiſted his chief Talent. That is the 
method which he takes to eſtabliſh his 
Principles. For having overthrown 
the Opinion of Parmenides and Me. 
Uſer, who eſtabliſhed an immoveable 
and infinite being for the Principle of 
all chings; having made appear the ab- 
ſurdiry of the ſentiment of Demrcritss, 
Empedecles , —__— and the o- 
ther ther Philoſophers, lays down his 
Opinion of three Principles, Matter 
Form and Privation, as the moſt 
proper merhod to illuſtrare the alrcra- 
tion 


b 
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tion which happens in Geacration , 
wherein men always conceive ſome> 
thing that receives, and ſomething 
which is received, that is to lay, a ſub» 
jet common to the Form which comes 
a-new, and to that which goes away : 
and that is*ſo true, that without it a 
new production cannot be conceived, 
Plare, who admits the ſame Principles 
as Ar:fforle doth, diſtinguithes nor Pri- 
vation from Matter as he doth, who 
is the Author of that diſtinion, and 
of it as his own Invention. That 
him ſay in the laſt Chapterof his 
firſt Book of Phyſicks, that moſt part 
of the errours of Ancient Philoſophy 
ed from this, that the faſt Phi- 

phers had not framed a diſtin &- 
Idea of Matter and Privation: 

and that which he calls Form, is no» 
thing elſe but the principle of the dil- 
poſitions, qualities and operations of 
every compound being , and which 
conſtitutes every thing in its eſſence 
ing it to be what it 1s: ſo that 
taking theſe three Principles of Ariſto- 
rle as a proper method to give a "_ 
® 
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of what occurs in all the mutations that 

| in Nature, and to facilitate the 
| knowledge which men ought to have 
thereof, they are preferable to the 
principles of all the other Philoſophers. 
And this is an abridgment of his general 
Phyſicks. : 


V. 

In the firſt Book, he lays down the 
method that he propoſes to himlelt in 
his delign , and ſeeing the knowledge 
of Nature is 1a it. ſelf obſcure, he pre- 
tends that men ſhould raiſe themſelves 
as by ſteps to clear and evident notions; 
from ſuch as are notſo, and that in 
that Science we mult delcend from ge- 
nerals ro particulars. He adds that in 
hmaing Raids & chal panicate 

enſible by their particular 
accidents and circumſtances. _ 
eſtabliſhed that method, in the reſt of 
that Book he refutes the principles of 
other Philoſophers to confirm his own. 
In the ſecond Book he examines what 
Nature is, and inquires into the proper 
 ſignification of that terme. In the (e- 
_ cond, third, fourth and fifth Books he 
treats 


” 
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treats of Cauſes, of Motion, and of 
Place, which are the attributes of a Na- 
tural Body. In the ſixth Book he ex- 
phins Quantity, whereof he makes an 
exact Treatiſe , he begins to give an 
Idea of the firſt Mover ia the ſeventh 
Book : and in the eighth he ſpeaks of 
Time which is the natural meaſure of 
Morion. ln the firſt and ſecond Books 
of the Heavens he deſcribes the Stars, 
the matter whereof they are formed, 
their Qualities , Motion, Scituation, 
Figure, and all that concerns the con- 
- ſtruction of the World: and in the 
third and fourth he treats of the Gra- 
vity and Levity of Celeſtial Bodies, 
and of the different Oninions that the 
Ancientsentertained thereof: and there 
he diſcourſes likewiſe of the Elements 
and their Qualities. In the firſt Book 
of the Meteors he explains all that 
happens in the Air: in the third and 
fourth, what occurs in the Earth and 
Sea; where he likewiſe treats of 
Winds, Thunder, Lightning, Exha- 
lations, Thunder-bolts, the Rain-bow, 
Falſe-ſuns or Parehlies: and in the _— 
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and Humudity, of ein of Sky 
CINE ——_—_— mixt bodt- 
es, wr mixture and temperament, 
lathe three Books of op ng he ex- 
plains its nature, and the operations 
thereof, aſwell by the external ſcales, 
as by the iaternal faculties. Ia the 
Becndd his hake natural queſtions he 


obſerves particularly all that concerns 


ing, wakipg, dreams, 
of dreams, © motion of Animals, their 
500, the lengeh and ſhortneſs of 
ife, old age, youth, reſpiration, ſick- 
neſs and health. The Hi of Anj- 
mals is his Maſterpiece, and the come 
of his Phyſicks ; io the four 
he hath included the different kinds 
of Animals, and in the five laſt he hath 
hinced at their divers manners of mul. 
: he hathenriched that work 
with an infinite number of 
ments, and curious Queſtions, . w 
one may find, if he narrowly obſerve, 
the firſt hints of the moſt part of the 
SEE whereof modern Phi- 
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Ns Trenile of Plyſiognomy, by 
QUrs, tis T 0 , hi 
mechanical Queftioas , ©g"4ors {any 

. the two Books of Generatian and Cor- 
ruption, the Book of the World, which 
he compoled for 4/exaxder, and 
other Subjects which he hath handled, 
wherein he rendred a Reaſon of every 
thing from the greateſt to the leaſt, as 
Nagenes Leertins obſerves. This makes 
me lay for Concluſion, that his Natu- 
ral Philoſophy is the moſt ample that 
beret ad reGrretnn 
ty , whoſe pro 
ity and comprehenſive genius hath 
femme) all — 


V | 

And ſo much may be ſaid in favour 
of Ariftotle : Let us now ſee what may 
be found amiſs in him. There is a 
great deal of confuſion in that Treatiſe 
of his eight Books of Phyſicks : The 
connexion is no-ways natural , there is 
nothing harder to be underſtood than 
the firit Matter , and the eduftion of 
Forms out of that Matter: the whole 
treauſe of Motion is abſtracted ; the e- 
ternity 
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ternity of Motion which in his eighth 
Book he pretends to prove by circula- 
tion is incomprehenſible, and all that . 
Book is too metaphyſicl. The Trea- 
tile of Time and Place 1s not purely 
phyſical, ſecing it can quadrate to Spi- 
rits. What he ſays of Time is borrow- 
ed from Archyt«s, as that which he 
ſpeaks of Motion is taken from Ocel/ur, 
and what he ſays of Vacuity from Ti- 
mens, 25 Patriciws has oblerved. What 
he affirms in the two firſt Books of the 
Heavens, in the Treatiſes of Comets, 
the Rain-bow, and of ſome other Me- 
teors, Is not found to' be true in all its 
Circumitances : Yet the fourth Book of 
Meteors 1s to be excepted, which ſeem- 
eth to be more exact than the reſt. The 
Scituation, which in the third Book of 
the Heavens he hath given to the 
ſphere of Elementary Fire, conform to 
the. Opinion of Le«cippas and Democri- 
tus, has not any Foundation : Pyths- 
_ was not of that opinion. In his 
econd Book of Meteors he pretends 
that the Earth under the Equinoctal 
cannot be inhabited ; which Experience 
proves 
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proves to be falſe. But what he teaches 
of the eternity of the World, how fal(- 
ly ſoever, is Gil more pardonable than 
the reſt, He could not conceive the 
Creator but in the way that we con- 
cave the Sun, which produces light at 
the very inſtant that it begins to be: 
and from thence there may be even 
great advantage drawn againſt the Ar- 
7145, Who could not comprehend the 
Word but with ſome kind of poſterio- 
rity to his Principle. So that the Er- 
rour of Ariſtorle might have furnithed 
Reaſons to rectihe the Arrians, who 
rhaps would not have loſt their way, 
if they had liſtnced to the Argument of 
that Pagan, although he was out of the 
way himſelf, Patricizes a Philoſopher 
of Fenice, in his Book of the Diicuſſi- 
ons of the Doctrine of Ariſletle , Ra- 
mis 1n his Phyſical Schools, G-(ſcndus 
in his Obſervations againſt the Peripa- 
teticks, relate a great many things in 
Natural Philoſophy, wherein that Phi- 
toſopher has been miſtaken, eſpecially 
in the order and conſtruction of Cele- 
ſtial Bodies, in the RY of Animals, 
in 


in the Anatomy of the _ of man, 
and in ſome other matters. I grant the |} 

modern Natural Philofophy 1s fo im- 
proved by Experiments, and by the 
help of new Inftruments, whereof it 
niches uſe, that it hath ſurpaſſed the 
Phyſicks of Ariſtotle in fome things, 
which have been more clearly difco- 
vercd in the progreſs of time : and that | 
the moſt part of the Opinions of anc1- 
ent Philoſophers,” contained in the ſe- 
cond Tome of the Works of Plutarch, 
- concerning the Heavens and Stars, are 
found falſe by Inftruments proper for 
Celeſtial Obſervations, that have been 
invented in theſe laſt Ages. Int fine, T 
grant * that Ariforle is leſs demonſtra- 
tive in his Phyſicks, than in the other 
parts, of his Philofophy, that his me- 
thod is not ſo exa, nor his principles 
ſo ſure. But that defe&t is more to be 
impured to the matter, than to the ca- 
city of the Workman, which ſhows 
it ſelf always equally vigorous in all his . 
Reaſonings and Reflextons. Reaſon it ſelf 
for all it is ſo univerſal, yet is limited in 
ſome Subjects: and one cannot tranf- 
7. a 


Natural Philoſophy. 175 


3 prefs thoſe limits, bur that he goes 
' F too far. 

_ VII. 

s-..| This is the judgment that may be 
1 tnade of all the Philoſophers, whether 

: ancient or modern, who have written 

, oft Natural Philoſophy. The Egypti- ” 
£ 


«ns have I|cit nothing on this Science, 
whereof there remains any trace, but 
ther Obſervations on the Heavens and 
| Celeſtial Bodies , which they under- 
? ſtood better than other people, becaule 


- |} the quality of their ſpirits born to Prog- 
r wa pe 

- noſticks, inclined them more to it. Sim- 
7 plitins lays that Cal:fthenes, at the deſire 
| of Ariſtorle his Kinſman,ſent into Greece 
6 Obſervations on the Heavens, made 
' by the Cha/deans, for above two thou- 
L ſand years before Alexander, Porphyrie 
S mM#lares us, that he ſaw theſe Oblerva- 
2 tions, What the Phenicians and Athio- 
< pians wrote on Natural Philoſophy is 


loſt, by the loſs of the Books of Dis- 
"8 ders; the Sicilian, from the fifth to the 

if eleventh. However the Grecians, who 
i have been the Maſters in all other Scicn- 
ces, have been likewiſe in this, whercon 
| N 2 they 
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they have written better than other 
people, and have been the firſt obler- 
vers of Nature. For Plutarch 1n rhe 
Life of Arcs faith, that Anaxaperas 
and the other Philolophers of 19ni4 of 
that time were only Naturaliſts. To 
ſpeak properly, the Aſſy #4»s under- 
{food no more but the firſt Elements of 
Aſtronomy, by the unexact Obſerva- 
tions which they made without Inſtru- 
ments, having no other way to meas 
ſure the motions of the Stars but by 
water-Glafſes, Amongſt the Greciaw 
Philoſophers Pyrhagoras , and Ocellas, 
Archit.cs, Timeaus, who were his Diiſca- 
ples, Hippocrates, Lencippas, and Dems- 
critus {tudied Nature, and wrote there- 
on more lexrnedly than others. Deme- 
critus is one of the greateſt Naturaliſts 
that ever was; to whom Au'ss Gellzas 
gives many Elogies. Empeadocles come 
poſed a Natural Philoſophy in Vert& 
according to the Principles of Pythage- 
ras, of which Lucretius (peaks as of a 
miracle, and whereof Ariforle and Dis- 
oenes Laertius make mention. Plats 
hath written hardly any thing on this 
part, 


part, which he hath not taken from the 
Pythagoreans, The Opinion of Deme- 
_ eritus, Which had many Followers be- 
fore and after Ariitorle, and which is 
revived by moſt part of the modern 
Natural Philotophers of note, 1s ſome- 
what more real and ſenſible by the Do- 
&rine of Atoms, than the Opinion of 
Ariſtotle of Matter, Form, and Priva- 
tion: but beſides that it cſtablithes a 
Matter, without eſtabliſhing a Work- 
man, that is to ſay, an Art without an 
Artiſt, that Doctrine which is much 
the ſame with that of Leucippus, falls 
into ſo great abſurdities when it is exa- 
mined to the bottom , that one hath 
much ado not to reject it. Socrates 
who found that the Sophiſts had abuſed 
that part of Philoſophy by their falſe 
argumentations, took another way and _ 
applyed himſelf ro Morality. So that 
what P/aro brings him in ſaying of Na- 
tural Things, is none of his, as Xene- 
phon alledges. The Book of Theophra- 
flus on Plants, is in the judgment 
of Fulius Scaliger, who hath comment- 
e&d on it, one of the loyelieſt pieccs of 
N 3 Natural 
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Natural Philoſophy, thar is to be found 
in all Antiquity, Zezo the head of the 
Stoicks hath nothing particular in his 
Phyſicks, but that he explains not hun- 
ſelf as others do, though his lentt- 
ments be rhe ſame. He ettablithes two 
Principles, God and Matter : He afhgas 
to the World a Soul lo ditfuled in all che 
parts thereof, that he makes it a great 
Animal. Lipſizs hath abridged the Phy- 
ſicks of this Philoſopher, as he hath 
his Morals. Epicurss 1s uncertain in his 
Phyſicks: he takes a ſingular way of 
his own in all things. Cicero thinks 
* that this Philoſopher, having addicted 
himſelf to Democritus, hath tpoiled his 
Opinion by what he hath changed in 
it: he taught Natural Philoſophy onl 
to ſecure himſelf againſt the fears whi 
Religion occaſions. Vacuity and Atoms 
are the principles of his Phyſicks. The 
Epicureans little underſtood the nature 
of Motion, becauſe they no ways un- 
derſtood the nature of Time and Place, 
whereof the cxplication belongs to the 
Metaphylicks. Notwithſtanding . of 
that, Zucretius hath preferred Epicarss 
to 
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eo all the other Philoſophers, and-hath 
ſer him off for the greateſt man thar 
ever Was: as appears by the Elogies 
which he makes of him in divers pla- 
ces of his Poem; and eſpecially in the 
beginning of his third Book, where 
he ſpeaks of him in a ſtrain, wherein 
never man was [poken of. * Amafanins, 
of whom Cicero makes mention, main- 
tains nothing different from Epicurss, 
whoſe Doctrine he deſcribes. Platarch 
cates a Book of Nature and Natural Be- 
ings, compoſed by Chryſippus, which 
Favor ings pratieth much. What remains 
of the Works of Natural Philoſophy 
written by the Greeks, is to be found by 
ſhreds in the Fragments of Diogenes 
Laertius, We are promiſed from Flo- 
rewce a Work, whole Author named 
Racelai, hath collected all that the An- 
cients have written on that Science , 
and which he reduced to fix and thirty 
different Syſtems of Natural Philoſophy : 
But ſeeing that Work which he hath 
written in /#a/ian, and which contains 
twelve Volumes , could not come to 
light before his death, it is to be feared 
N 4 thit 


”- __ " 


that it will not yet appear ſo ſoon, by rea» 


_  ſonoftheloſsthat Learning hath ſuſtain» 


ed by the death of Cardinal de Medzer, 
who alone might bave haſtened the un- 


preſſion, 
VIIL 


Though the Remans have not much , 
applyed themiclves to Natural Phulo- 
ſophy , the honour of which they 
ought wholly to yield to the Greets 
- there are to be found amongſt them 
earned Works on that ſubje&. There 
hath been nothing written in Zatime, 
in a more poliſhed and purer ſtile, than 

the Poem of Lucretizs« on the Phuloſo- 
_ phy of Epicerw ; which for the purt- 
ty of diction Larbinus prefers to Yir- 
gil.: but there is no piece more dange- 
rous for Morality, Cicero, who under- 
ſtood the Philotophy of the Grecians, 
and wrote of .it the belt of all the Re- 
mans, ipeaks thereof in ſuch a man- 
ner, that one cannot tell what opinion 
he was of : when we take him upright, 
we find that he addicts himlelt to no- 
thing, and that he diverts himſelf with 
evcry thing : but in fine, it is known 
thar 
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that Plato and Ariſiorle pleaſe him bet- 
ter than the reſt. Sexeca, it ſeems, 
hath not well obſerved a Didactick 
way in his Books of Natural Queſti- 
ons ; he makes too ſubtle Reflexions, 
where natural ſimplicity is only necel- 
fary: he affects too much to be moral, 
where he ſhould only be natural. No 
man hath written more in Latine on 
Natural Philoſophy, nor with greater 
elegancy, than Pliny: the fole Idea of 
his Work is the vaſteſt deſign that e- . 
ver entred into the mind of man. He 
is the univerſal Hiſtorian of Nature, 
who hath given his opinion of every 
thing, and well , he hath pickt up a 
thoutand things, that without him 
would have been loſt. But if we con- 
ſult the ſentiment of Sa/maſins in his 
Obſervations on Pliny, we ſhall find 
that that Author hath many times ſuf- 
fered himſelf ro be deceived by thoſe 
who furniſhed him with the Memori- 
als of his Hiſtory , that he hath ſome- 
times loſt the way himſelf, by affaying 
to go too far , that he hath been too 
credulous in following the Opinions of 

2 others 
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others, and too haſty to, fallow his 
owns that in his Rear tie takes 
ſomerimes py care of the beauty 
of words, than the veriy of things « 
and that the neceflity chat he found 
himſelf in of relying on the credit of 
others, makes his own to bequeſtion- 
ed. Not bur that he hath had Patrons 
in theſe laſt Ages, who pretend rhat 
molt part of the matters which-he pub- 
liſhed , and whereof men heretofore 
doubted, are found after {trict exami- 
nation to be true, Yet I think we 
ought to truſt more to Sa/maſiis than 
to thoſe others, who hath written more 
learnedly on Pliny than all that have 
one before him, and it muſt be ac- 
Catalan » that the work of Pliny 
is too large to be very exact. Howe- 
ver his Hiſtory is one of the moſt ad- 
mirable works of antiquity. ?Pletarch, 
Dioſcorides, Eltanins and Solinw, eve- 
one of them in their own way have 

by their Books likewiſe much enriched 
Natural Philoſophy : P/atarch is more 
a Moraliſt than Naturaliſt, Di!ſcorides 
more Phylitian than Philoſopher, E- 


lianus 
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lianus a batter Hiſtorian than Natura- 
hit, and So/inxs a greater Geographer 
than obſerver of Nature. Galen hath 
built upon the Natural Philolophy of 
Hippocrates whom he followed exactly, 
and hath taken many things from pl - 
. #y, whoſe Natural Hiſtory he ſtudied 
much. All the other learned of the 
following ages have divided them- 
ſelves according to the inclination they 
have had for P/ato, or for Ariſtotle , 
as Avicenns and Averroes have done : 
and that was likewiſe the party which 
the Schoolmen embraced in the Ages 
wherein their Se hath fAlouriſhed moſt. 
But moſt of them have ſtuck to A4ri- 
ftetle, notwithitanding of the Animo- 
ity and Jealouſies that (et them toge- 
ther by the Ears. The Schools with 
all the Arrogance which they infpiged 
into their Diſciples, have nar been ſo 
bold for the ſpace of three hundred 
rs, as to teach any thing in Natural 
Philoſophy, which was not conform 
to the ſcntiments of Ariftorle, 
I X. 
The Modern Natural Philoſophy 
| 25 began 


"283 Reflexions on 
an not to be formed , until the 
| laſt age. Galilews a Florentine Philo- 
'ſopher was the firſt that conceived ſuch 
a deſign, upon the notion that he had 
of the danger 2'ar of Lewcippus, He 
was a man of folid wit, who by the 
perfect knowledge he had of Aſtrono- 
my and Geometry, hath reaſoned bet- 
ter on the nature of Motion, than 
thoſe that went beforc him or followed 
after. He was the firſt that found out 
the proportion of the vibrations of ſuſ- 
pended weights, and of the accelera- 
tion of the motion of heavy bodies in 
falling, whereof he rook the princi- 
ples from Ariſforle. He was more 4 
Peripatetick than his Succeſlors : but 
in reforming the Ancients he hath ta- 
ken too modern an Air, For he fol- 
lows the Opinion of Copernicws in the 
Syſteme of the World, which he hath 
reformed : and by theuſe of the Telefſ- 
cope, he diſcovered many new Stars, 
he obſerved (pots in the Sun, he found 
Mountains and Vallies in the Moon, 
he obſerved waxings and wancings in 
. the Planet Yen, he ſhewed great 
ſtrength 
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50A. 9a in his reaſonings, and acquired 
ſlingu 


ar Reputation in /raly, where he 

was in a manner the founder of Mo- 
dern Philoſophy. Thus did Bacor a- 
waken the love of Philoſophy in his 
Country, He had a vaſt genius for 
Natural Philoſophy, but hath in no 
art which he treated of it, better 
lucceeded,than in his Hiſtory of Winds: 
though he hath been a little too credu- 
lous as to the memorials which were 
furniſhed him on that ſubje&t, The 
reſt of his Natural Philoſophy is not 
of the ſame force, though the Cha- 
_ racer of his Wit appear therein in all 
its features : and Ja he hath written 
on Nature hath not contributed a little 
to excite the minds of his Country-men 
to the love of that Science, and to the 
ſtudy of natural beings, which of 
atc has reflouriſhed in Eng/and,; where 
he hath found many imitators of the 
ono he had for Philoſophy. The 
hyſicks of Campanella, wherein he 
gives ſenſation to the moſt inſenſible 
things of nature, whereof he proves 
all the parts to be animated, is a Viſion 
to 
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to whictihe was ſubject, Teleſis is of 
his opinion in his treatiſe againſt Ge/ex, 
He 18 too _ in his deciſions, he na 
Ariftertle often very highly, bur with- 
—_—_ ng explained 
the Experiments of the Loadſtone bet- 
ter than any other. Harvey has reaſon- 
cd the beſt on the progreſs of the gene- 
ration of Animals, and the circulation 
of the Blood , as Fromond hath writ-: 
ten the beſt of Meteors, Saver of Co- 
lours, Merſemnas of Sounds and Har- 
mony, wills of the Brain and. its parts, 
Grew of the Anatomy of Plants. Floid 
hath little formd Reafon : and he might 
paſs for the Parace/ſur of Philoſophers, 
as Peracelſus for the Fl8:d of Phyſicians g 
for they are two Spirits much like one 
ME m—_— _ written well 
agamft the Natural Phifo of Flozd, 
Borellus 1s a good rmakmars re 4 and no 
bad Naturalift, but without any prin- 
ciple of Metaphyfick, which makes hin 
not ſare in his ſitions. Tho- 
m4 Hobbes hath ſhewed a great depth 
of wit in his icks ; but as he is 
one of the boldeft Epirarrans of _ 
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haſt Ages, and follows in every thing 
the principles of Epicerus, with- 
out any reſerve; fo hath he reaſoned 
ill about the Mind and its chief Opera- 
tions, the principle of which he attri- 
butes to Phantafms, and the Imagina- 
tion. Boile 1s a rational perſon, who 
hath applyed himſelf to the enriching 
of Natural Philoſophy by his Expert- 
ments and Reftexions, which have al- 
ways an air of (olidity. Gaſſendas is 
but the Reſtorer of the Phyſicks of 
Epitwrus , which he hath handled by 
Galitews his "principles of Motion, 
wherein he is altogether Galileiſt , and 
for rhe reſt an Epicurean mitigated by 
2 ptinciple of Conſcience: for he ac- 
knowledges the creation of Atoms, 
which Epicurss denys , he will have 
God to give them the Motion, Extenſi- 
on and Figure, which Epicarus aſcribes 
to themſelves: he admits of Provi- 
dence, which that Philoſopher allow- 
ed not. In fine, he makes Epricarus an 
honeſt man, becauſe he is ſo himſelf: 
but never man hath treated Ariftorle 
worſe, whom he calls ignorant, _—_ 
| an 
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and fancyful, for all he was himſelf io 
moderate. As to YVawhe/mont, who can 
find nothing rational in Ar:forle's Phy- 
ſicks,it muſt be acknowledged his judg- 
ment is not great : the truth is Paracet- 
ſ«s had infected os” ain 


Now after all, that we may do ju- 
ſtice to our Nation, and to the Me- 
morie of Deſcartes, we muſt acknow- 
ledge that his Natural Philoſophy is 
one of the moſt learned and accompliſh 
ed pieces of Modern Phyſicks: Ia it 
there are curious Idea's, and quaint 
Tmaginations: and if one mind it welt, 
there is to be found therein a more re- 
gular Doctrine, than in G«/:le«s or the 
Expliſh, and even more novelty and 
invention than in R—_ himſelf. In 
a word, it is a Work whereof the or- 
der is well excogitated : his Method is 
altogether Geometrical , which leads 
from principles to principles, and from 
propolitions to propoſitions. However- 
this is to be found fault with in him 
That he ſettles for the principle of a 
Natural Body, motion, . figure and ex- 
| tenſion, 
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tenfion , which are much the ſame 
with the Principles of Democritus and 
Epicarws : Whereupon it 1s ſaid, That 
Father Merſenne,who was his Reſident 
at Pers, having one day given out in 
an Aſſembly of the Learned, That Mon- 
ſieur Deſcartes, who had gained Repu- 
ration by his Geometrie, was project- 
ing a method of Natural Philoſophy, 
wherein he admitted Vacuity z that 
project was hiſſed at by Rebertval and 
ſome others, who from thenceforwards 
thought it would prove no great at- 
chievement. Father Merſenne wrote to 
him that Vacuity was not then a-la- 
mode at Paris: which obliged Deſ- 
cartes to deviie meaſures to keep in 
good terms with the new Naturaliſts, 
whoſe {uffrage he courted, and to ad- 
mit the plenitude of LZeucipprs : So 
through policy the excluſion of Vacuity 
became. one of his Principles. This . 
made Gaſſexdus ſtart new difhculties to 
him, ſhowing him, that it there were 
no Vacuity, motion, which was one of 
his Principles, would be impoſſible : 
becaule nothing moves if there be no 

O Void 
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Void for it, De{cartcs to ſalve that in- 
convenience, invented his thin ſubcile 
matter, whereof he made a kind of 
engine which he y dg to many 
thungs ; and thereby he reconciled the 
opinzon of Plenitude and Vacuity, ac- 
cording as he ſtood in need of either. 
Bur as Plenitude, and that thin (ubule 
matter got place in the Sylteme of Deſ- 
 eartes, meerly out of complailance to 
the reluh of the Age, and as an after- 
game ; lo his Philolophy ſeemed weak 
m the matter of motion, which is one 
of his Principles. For that Philofo- | 
pher taught that all motion was cre- 
ated with the World, that there was 
no new motion produced, and that it 
did no mere but ſhift from one Body to 
another : That the thin ſubtile matter” 
by its impulſe, cauſed all the gravity 
or levity of Bodies : That the alteration 
of heavy Bodies in their motion 
towards the center, proceeded from 
the {ame impulſe: That heat was 
nothing but the agitation of the 
articles of the Air put in motion 
y the ſubtile matter, which in his 
| Doctrine 
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Doctrine was a kind of a Spring fit 
torall things. That the Vegetation 
of Plants, and Generation of Animals 
is performed only by a fortuitous mo- 
tion of his little Bodics , as a Palace 
might be erected by a heap of Stones 
moved by chance : That there is no 
ſenſation in Animals : That theſe De- 
monſtrations of Joy, Sadnels, Amity, 
and Averſlion, theſc impreſſions of pain 
and pleaſure, that appear in them ,' are 
but the ctfects of a kind of Spring and 
Engine , that plays according as the 
matter 1s diſpoſed : That heat is not 
in the Fire , hardnels in the Marble, 
humidity in the Water , that thele 
things are only in the Soul, which finds 
Fire hot, Marble hard, and Water hu- 
mid, by its thought, and not at all 
by thele qualities, which are but Chy- 
mera's. In fine, Deſcartes, whowould 
have us begin, by doubting of every 
thing, to lay aſide all our notices, ſtrip 
our (elves of our Sentiments , of Cu- 
ſtom, Education, Opinion, of our very 
Senſes,. and all other impreſſions, that 
we may but learn ſome ſmall inconſt- 
O 2 derable 
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miles. And when, to give the rea- 
lon of things, he ſays, they happen by 
- a certain Figure, Motion, or Extenſion, 
he hath laid all; for he dives into no- 
thing, and for all he pretends to be fo 
great a Democritiſt , he underſtands 
not the true Doctrine of: Democritme. 
His Syltem of the Loadſtone with 
thelelittle hooked bodies, theſe hol- 
lowed and ipiral parts, is without 
foundation. His opinion of the Flux and 
Reflux of the Sea, by the impreſſion of 
_ the Atmoſphere of the Moon, is found 
falle by experience, for the parts of 
Water that are mere the Moon, iwell 
inſtead of ſinking,' as he faith. The 
explication which he gives to all the 
motions of the Soul in its paſſions by 
the Conjun&tion of Nerves and Fi- 
bres which are inlerted inthe (-/anduls 
pinealis)1s a Dream , tor there are no 
Nerves which terminate at. that glan- 
dule: he ſays nothing rational con- 
cerning ſounds. In tine, it may be 
jaid, that he is very like thoſe Pyrhago- 
1e4ns of whom Ariſtotle ſpeaks , who 
did 
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did not ſo much endeavour to give a 
reaſon of the things they explained, as 
to reduce Every thing to their own 
Principles and Syſtem.- However, as 
he made it his buſineſs rather to ſhow 
his Wit, than to diſcover the truth , 
fo when one is ſo rational as tobe ſatis- 
fed with probabilities , he may find & 
nough to ſatisfie himſelf in that Na- 
tural Philoſophy: yet that haughtineſs 
of his Diſciples. who call all other Pht- 
lofophers ignorants, is not to be appro- 
ved of: their minds are dazled with 
anew kind of Language , and there- 
fore they make a noiſe , as all novel- 
ties do, The obſcurity of his exprel- 
ſion encreaſed the number of his fol- 
lowers , for in matter of Doctrine that 
1s often found to be the beſt which is 
leaſt underſtood, | 
XI. 

The Natural Philoſophy of the Chy- 
miſts with their three principles, Salr, 
Sulphur, and Mercury, hath no Solidi- 
ty : they are narrow-(pirited Philoſo- 
__ who being unable to compre- 

end Univerſal Philoſophy, have ſtint- 
| O 3 ed 


298 Reflexions on 
cd themſelves to limited Subjes, and 
theretoſtinted their own Genius. They 
may be reduced to three orders. The 
firſt is, of thoſe that pretend to the 
knowledge of Nature in general: the 
lecond,.ot thole who prepare Reme- 
dies : and the third, of thole who ap- 
ply themſelves to the tinding out of 
the Art of changing of Metals, by gi- 
ving them cither new Figures , new 
Colours, or new Confiſtence, The 
firlt and ſecond may be rational, as 
Albertus Magnus , Van Helmont , and 
the Diſtillers are. The third are Ex- 
travagant : for to pretend to make 
new Creatures, is to invade the right 
of the Creator. As for the Cabaliſts 
and Judicial Aſtrologers , there is no- 
thing morc trivolous than their Natu- 
ral Philolophy : neither ſhall I ſpeak of 
the Phyſicks of Cardan, which are all 
contained in his Books of Subrilitie, 
But I cannot forbear. to take notice, 
that the Royai Society of England ; 

the Academy of Philoſophers lately 
cltaD'iii.cd at Pt1s , by Order of the 
King ; the Carcs of the late Cardi- 
nal 


A- 


Nataral Philoſophy. "J 93 


nal de Aedicis,to encourage the Learn- 
ed by hiscxample, and the new piece 
of Experiments which he cauled with- 
in thele tew years to be Printed at Flo- 
rence , have lo cffeually revived the 
love of Natural Philoſophy in the Age 
we live in, that nothing ſeems at pre- 
lent more in Vogue amongſt t 

Learned of Europe, than that ſtu 

which now-a-days reigns there Um- 
verlally., And Mzn have advanced in 
it with ſo much ſucceſs, that it may be 
faid, that within the ſpace of three- 
icore years, there have been made 
more new diſcoveries in Nature, by 
Experiments, Oblervations , and the 
Iavention of new Inſtruments of A- 
{tronomy, than had been made for a- 
bove a thouſand years before, For 
there is tound out an Art of obſerving 
all the different affections of the Ag 
by the Thermometer:there are new De- 
icriptions made of the Moon by a 
Map, which repreſents all its Monthly 
Appearances, and the Variety of the 
Phenomena Which the Shadow makes 
by Eminencies and Concavities like 
O 4 to 
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to Mountains and Valleys: there is 
found an Art to obſerve the Courtle of 
the Stars, with as great exactnels as the 
Motion of a Watch, or their ſhadow 
on a Sun-Dial: and it was in our Age, 
or but a little beforc,that Men began to 
find out Irregularites in the Motion of 
| Heavens, and Celeſtial Bodies: 
at is:to ſay, in the moſt regular 
works of Nature that God hath made, 
In fine, it ſeems that by that virtuous 
emulation,which hath been of late rate 
ſed amongſt the Naturaliſts of Ez- 
gland, France, Italy, and Holland, the 
World hath begun to change its Face, 
the Heavens to move on other princi- 
ou and by other Syſtems, the Air to 

more cleared by the knowledge of 
Meteors, the Sea to became more ealie 
tor Commerce by the Science of Na- - 
Vigation, the Earth to be better known 
by the perfect knowledge of Simples, 
mixt Bodies, Salts, and Minerals, and 
all Arts to be enobled by new diſcove- 
ries: at prelent there.is nothing ſtudicd 
but the finding out of new lights: in 
Sclcn.es, which have been darkned by 
the 
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the negligence of preceding Ages 
and the ſtudy of Experiments is raiſed 
to a greater height than even What 
ſhall I ſay of the wonderful Springs of 
motion 1n the Heart, the Circulation 
of the Blood, the Conſtruction of the 
Brain, the Univerſal Oeconomie of the 
Body of Man, wherein there are ſo m#* 
ny new ſecrets found out, of all the 
rare and late diſcoveries in Flies and 
- and other Inſects, whereof the Englith 
have compoſed a great Volume full of 
Obſervations, which hitherto have 
been almoſt unknown? It with the © 
ſame ardour they perliſt in the Study of 
Nature,by the Obſervations which they 
have begun to make za all parts of the 
World, where their Commerce give 

them entrance, they may be able ſhort- 
ly to publiſh a ſecond Volume of Na- 
tural Hiſtory worthy to be ſubjoyned 
to that of Plizy, If I. pretended to 
enter into the retail of all that is found 
out in Nature by ſtudy and the appli- 
cation of Modern Philoſophy, I ſhould 
never make an end. But I cannot for- 
get how much that Science is enriched 


by 
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by the Works of A-n/iewr de /a Cham: 
bre, chief Phyſician in Ordinary to the 
King, who adhering to the Doctrine 
of Ariſtotle hath written on Phyficks, 
more ſolidly than ©thers, and in a more 
florid ſtile. In ſodry and barren matters, 
there was never ſo much grace and 
beauty : and yet his politenets leflens 
not the force of his reaſons, nor does 
the flourith of his expreſſion take any 

thing off trom the Gravity of his matter. 
It may be (aid that he 15 the politeſt 
and moſt folid of all Modern Philoſo- 
phers, and that it Nature her elf 
would explain her lelt, ſhe would uſe 
no other terms. 

XII 

It remains now to be obſerved, that 
we may put an end to the Reflexions on 
Natural Philoſophy , what it is that 
may contribute to the perfection of thar 
Art, whereof men are fo fond of late, 
and what may hurt the progreſs which 
it ſo juſtly makes in the minds of men. 
As honour and emulation are chicfly 
the Soul of Arts and Sciences , fo they 
who have a Genius for Natural Philo- 

| lophy, 


Natural Philoſophy. 203 
lophy , whereof the knowledge is (o 


important for Society, cannot be too 
much- eſteemed. Yet they cannot be 
tufhciently warned to have a care of be- 
ing ſurpriſed by new Opinions, with- 
out ſtrict examination of them,. and of 
eſpouſing the ſentimenrs of others by 
- a Spirit of Cabal and partiality , they 
thould caſt off that Character, as one of 
the greateſt hindrances to the know- 
ledge and dilccrning of Truth. Let us 
exhort them to guard themſelves by the 
Lie and Experience of Things , that 
they may prevent pleaſant Errours, 
and lay aſide the natural prepolleffion 
that men have for their own Opimons: 
bur let us likewiſe adviſe them never 
to be too curious, without ſome lit- 
tle docility, nor ro be too docile, with- 
out ſomewhat of curioſity. For curio- 
ſity without ſubmiſſion leads men out 
of the way. ; and too great ſubmiſſion 
without curioſity guides men into igno- 
rance. Let them know thar Reaton 
and Experience are the two only ways 
whereby that Science is acquired : but 
that Reaſon without Experience hath 
ng 
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no lolidity, 25 Experience withour Rea- 
lon has no ex2ctnels. Ler them not a- 
mule themicives to latishe too much 
the publick curioſity by Novelties : for 
It is a vanity of the new Plulotophers to 
make. it more their buſineſs to ſay 
things that are agreeable, than uſe- 
ful. Theſe maxims are to be infinu- 
ated to the modern Philoſophers, to 
imprint on their minds that Character 
of ſolidity, without which that Science 
cannot be well handled, wherein there 
is nothing more to be avoided, than 11- 
luſton and uncertainty. Moreover, 
though there be hardly any thing more 
to be added to the general Phyſicks, to 
enrich them with new Principles and 
Methods , becauſe they confilt in a li- 
mited perfection : yet it may be ſaid 
that the ſpecial Phylicks are of fo vaſt 
an extent, that there may be always 
found new ways to raiſe them to grea- 
ter perfection. And for all the new 
Stars that are dilcovered, there will re- 
main {till more to be found out. - For 
that is a Stock, which, though it be fo 
much already drained by the Studies of 
ſo 
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{o many Learned, and by the ſeries of 
ſo many Ages, yet will (till prove in- 
exhauſtible, 

XIII. 

The laſt Reflexion which we have to 
make on this Science, regards the pro- 
cedure of Naturaliſts, who in their 
Realonings refer all things to Nature, 
pv ing it greater vertue than it ought to 
have, and ſtretching its power beyond 
the bounds that the Creator hath pre- 
{cribed to it. As Alcinaus, that Ara- 
bian Philoſopher, did heretofore, whom 
Averroes ranks among the greateſt wits 
that ever were , in efftet he knew ma- 
ny things: but he made a Treatiſe 
whercin he imputed to Nature, what 
is commonly attribured to Spirits, which 
are above Nature, that is to ſay, to An- 
gels and Demons. So did Perer of A- 
pono and Pomponaties, both great ſtick- 
lers for Nature, pretend that all that 
happened in {ublunary things, was but 
an effect of Celeſtial impreſſions, And 
as Galen referred every thing to the 
Qualities ot Temperament , Albertus 
Magn: to the Specitick Form, Marci- 
| cilins 
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liss Ficinus to Planets ; ſo peter of Ape- 
xo referred every thing to the Vertue of 
Celeſtial Bodies, and acknowledged no 
other Miracles but the changes ot Sea- 
ſons, as Ds Lozer afſures us. This gave 
occaſion to Baptiſta of Mantus to call 
him, Yerum magne ſed nimium audacs 
[apientie ; « great Philoſopher , but of 
goo preat boldneſs, That is the common 
infirmacy of {tinted Spirits, that believe 
nothing but what they comprehend. 
Momtanus (eems to be a Philoſopher of 
this Characeer : he is often incredulous, 
through a delire of being toomuch a 
Naturaliſt ; and he 1s the more dange- 
rous for Religion, the more he affets 
not to appcar {o. For by the ingenuity of 
plain common ſenſe, and of too civil a 

Philoſopher, he works greater effects on 

mens minds, with his negligent way of 
laying what he ſays. The Natural Phi- 

lolophy of Deſcartes raiſes not the 

Mind above the Senles : by Bodies alone 

heexplains the molt ſpiritual operations 

of the Soul: and an Eny/iſhman of late 

hath made appear, that in all the Rea- 
{onings of that Philoſopher there is a 


mechanical 


Natural Philoſophy. 207 

mechanical air that reduces every 
thing to the method of Art, for which 
he thiaks it dangerous to Religion. But 
(peaking generally, Natural Philoſo- 
phy, Medicine, logy, and Chymi- 
ſtry, {tick too much to Nature, to raiſe 
men to him who is the Author thereot : 
they allow too much to the Senles, to 
make men able to get above Senſe, and 
they harden the heart againſt the be- 
het of God, by accuſtoming men to 
conſider things by too low a view. Un- 
happy are the Philoſophers of that Ge- 
nius, Who ſubtilize on the Knowledge 
of the Creature, and ſtick at the belief 
of the Creator. That was not the Cha- 
racter of the ancient Philoſophers, who 
had not only higher thoughts than we, 
but raiſed themlelves above themſelves, 
_ that they might acknowledge a Sove- 
_ Realon, which they made the 
Rule of all their Reaſonings, and to 
which they ſubmitted their minds. In 
fhne, that we may make an end, let us 
oblerve our ſelves in the judgments 
we make of Nature, and judge of it 
with reverence, let us not decide too - 
boldly 
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boldly on its operations , whereof Man 
ought never to judge but with 
trembling. For to be ſhort, to cenſure 
Nature 1s to cen{ure God whole work 
it is, and to ſubmit the greatneſs of 
his Power to our Criticks, Wherein 
that Prince ſeemed Extravagant, that 
would have retormed the Fabrick of the 
World by a falile Guſto of Philoſophy, 
which he had learnt from the Arabrians., 
True Philoſophy, when it hath attain- 
ed to its higheſt pitch of perfection, 
judges of every thing __ fear, it 
ſhakes when it comes to decide, becaule 
it knows its own incapacity, by know+ 
ing the weaknels of the mind of man, 
But when it conſiders the. Works of 
God, it impoles filence on its Reaſon, 
and bends downwards all its know- 
ledge, as the Cherubims of the Pro- 
phert fold their Wings, and humble 
themſelves before God, that by their 
own humiluation they may reverence 
the greatneſs of his Majeſty, 
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aXxQcAturalPhiloſophy is the know 
d ledge of natural and ſenſible 
things: and Metaphylicks 1s 
= the Science of things pure- 
ly intellectual, All other 
Sciences have a dependance on this ; 
tor it ſerves them for Foundation and 
Method, and without. it there is no- 
thing known but imperfectly, That 
is perhaps the Realon which obliged 
Ariſtotle to call that Science the true 
beginning of Philoſophy, and the no- 
bleſt' of Sciences. As 1t 15 taken up 
only about the thoughts, by a view 
P abſtracted 
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abſtracted from corporeal and incorpo- 
real beings,10 it railes it {elf above ſenſe 
and matter : it leaves the quantity of 
Bodies to the conſideration of Geome- 
, and their other qualities to Natural 
Philoſophy ; that it may imploy it ſelf 
only about —_ ſeparated trom their 
Individual Singularity, fuch as are Sub- 
ſtances, Accidents, Relations, Oppo- 
ſitions, and all that can be conceived 
by an abſtra&ion. from Matter : agd 
that it may only conſider beings that 
are purely ipiritual, ſuch as, the Soul, 
Spirits, Angels, .and even God him- 
telt: wherein it hath ſomething of Di- 
vinity. It is for that Reaſon alſo that 
Ariſtotle calls it- Divinity or Natural 
Theology. The end of this Science 
1s the finding out of pure and abftrac- 
ed Verity : thereby it perceives things 
in their original,that it mav know them 
ro the full: it enters into the retail of 
all particular Species, which it redu- 
ces to their principles ; and that retail 
15 almoſt infinite :, this is the Reaſon 
that without it all the knowledges of 
man are but ſuperficial and imperfeR, 
| becauſe 
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becauſe there is not almoſt any truc de- 
moiutration without its Principles, 
II. 

[The deſign of Ariftor/c in his Meta- 
phylicks is to give Principics to other 
Scieuces, which they cannot have of 
themiclves, and to cſtablith a princi- 
pal vertuc, which might lerve tor a 
Rule to all other Verities. That Phi- 
lolopher hath writtca twelve Books of 
Mctaphylicks, whercot the three firſt 
are preliminary to that Science. In the 
{rſt Book he teaches, that Memory is 
formed from Senle, Experience from 
Memory, and Art and Science toge- 
ther from Experience. He ſhews thar 
Sapience being a perfect knowledge of 
the firſt Principles, is preferable to Sci- 
cnce, that nothing is known as it 
ihould be but by the caulcs ; and that 
the ancient Philoſophers have ſome- 
times {aid well, without knowing the 
reaſon why , becauſe they were not 
methodical in their Science. He teaches 
that the impreſſions receiv'd from Edu- 
cation and Cuſtom are great hinderan- 
ces to the knowledge of Truth , and 
P 2 that 
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that to know a-right, we muſt ſeek 
out the method moſt convenient for 
the Science we inquire into, He de- 
clares in his third Book, That to begin 
to know we muſt begin to doubt : and 
that to know Truth a-right, we muſt 
know Falſity and Untruth : There he 
refutes thoſe that explain Nature by 
Fables, deſigning thereby Pythayoras 
and P/ato, In the ſame Book he exa- 
mines if one Science may propoſe all 
other Sciences for its object. He ends 
with the Notion that he gives of Subs 
ſtance ; and enquires if there be any 
other Subſtangxes beſides what fall un- 
der our Senſes, ſuch as Ideas and firſt 
Matter. Having made this preparati- 
on of Queſtions neceſſary to his de- 
ſign, he treats in the fourth Book of 
the Principle object of Metaphyſicks, 
which is Brzng , abſtracted from Mat- 
ter, in.ſo much as it is Being. In the 
fifth Book he explazns the various At- 
tributes of Being, and gives a general 
notion of the terms of Metaphylicks. 
The (ixth Book is another Preliminar 

to the following Books, In the {event 

Book 
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Book he explains the Nature of Sub- 
ſtance, which is the tirſt of Beings, 
what 1s eſſential toit, and wherein it 
differs from an Accident : In the cighth 
Book he diltinguithes%t into Subſtance 
material and Subſtance immaterial, 
There it 15 that he ſpeaks of the Sub- 
ſtantial Form, of the Numbers of >y- 
thagoras, and the Ideas of P/at0, which 
he pretends to be no-ways ſubſtantial, 
The ninth Book is an Explication of 
the  diflerent kinds of B:1n79, of the 
Being actual and the Being poſhble, of 
the Act and the Power, A-tas and Po- 
tentia, of the notion and difference 
thereot , and ends the Book by a Dil- 
courſe of True and Falſe, In the tenth 
Book he tells what Unity is, which is 
the firſt property. of a Beino, he thews 
the oppoſition between Plurality and 
Unity, he explains how and how many 
ways one thing is contrary to another, 
and all the Doctrine .of Contrarics, 
which is the ground of the moſt part 
of the Principles of Meraphylicks, In 
the eleventh Book he repeats a great 
many things already Jaid down in 

” 1 the 
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the third and fourth Books, and a- 
mong(t others, the Method of right 
doubting, to attain to right knowing : 
for he that doubts hath a greater dit 

ſition to know Truth, than he that 
doubteth not : becauſe he grounds not 
the aſſurance of his judgement, but up- 
on the clearing of his uncertainnies. 
Having proved Subſtantial Forms, he 
teaches in the rweltth Book that there 
are Subſtances ſeparate from Bodies, 
and that there are Spirits. All that Dil- 
courle tends to the demonſtration of a 
firſt Mover, and to the eſtablithment of 
a Deity. The two following Books 
were not come to light in the time of 
Thom as AQuUiInd, Peſſevin in the third 
Book of lis Bibliotheck pretends that 
they are none of Ariftorle's : but fecing 
ther: 15 to be fonnd in them the fame 
Chara tcr, the t1me Wit and the lame 
reaſoning. ali the Learned »re of a con- 
trary opigton. Itis truc, that in his 
thirtcenth Buuk there ore reretictons 
abci;t the Numbers of 2; .2-0y i, and 
the Idea's of P/1t- + Butthe forirteenth 
Bouk 1s a Collec01 of Axiums, Prin+ 
ciples, 
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ciples, Diviſions and admirable Defi- 
nitions, which he hath gather'd our 
of the former Books. . And though his 
Metapliyſicks be rank'd in no very 
exact order, and that in many places 
thercof there be (everal repetitions ; it 
is notwithſtanding a fountain fertile in 
Notices, Reaſonings, Maxims, and Veri- 
. ties, which are rarc overtures for other 
Sciences: and there is nothing more 
neceſſary for a Philolopher,who would 
know things intimately, than the Me- 
taphylicks of Ari/tor/e. 

* - —_ 

What 15 more to be wondered at in 
this Work, Arz//or/c 15 the firſt Founder 
of that manner of Reaſoning by way ot 
abſtraction, and of ipeaking ot Imma- 
terial Beings, of Spirits, and of God 
himſelt. For the Philoſophers that went 
before him, ſpake ot {uch things with 
little folidity, It 1s truc P3thapoy, is 
learnt from the Hebrews, by the com- 
merce that he had with the E25p:/ 47 
the Unity of one God, and emglit it 
the Grec/ans. But as the EoNptions were 


naturally myſterious and viſionits , 
P 4 Pyth, i 
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Pythagor w took from them the moſt 
part of their Viſions, concerning Sp1- 
rits and Intelligences, to which the 
Egyptians aſſigned lictle ſubrile Bodies, 
wherewith they tilled the World. And 
Pythagor.cs was the firſt who by that 
imagination gave occaſion to all the cx- 
travagancics of the Caha/i/l s about 3. 
rits, and to all theſe Fables, whereof t 

Author of the Caba/is hath endeavour- 
cd to renew the Notion 1n thele laſt 
times. Plato, who leems to lay down 
that Doctrine in his Dialogues of Eps- 
nomis and Cratilus, took it from Py- 
thagor.cs, and emo the Stoick had it 
trom Plato, as Lipſius relatcs at length. 
Apulerus pretends that P/ato of. all the 
Ancicnt Philolophers, hath, diſcourled 
beſt of God, of Providence, of divine 
matters, and of ,Spirits, It muſt be 
granted that he appears more know- 
Ing in that kind of Science than any of 
the reſt , but ſeeing he learnt of Pytha- 
20r.45 moſt part of what he delivers on 
that ſu'ycct, it 1s not ſure to follow 
him. Tertullian ſays, That the Plate 
pills aſſi;n'd cycn a Body to God, c 
well 
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well as the Sroicks, Ariſtotle, who had 
more reality in his thoughts, ſpeaks in 
another ſtrain. He had the Art to purge 
the Verities that he learnt in the School 
of Pythagor.xs from the raveries of the 
Pythacoreans, As tor Epicar:ss he makes 
Gods of (ov ridiculous a ſhape, that by 
owning of them he overthrows them. 
Zeno makes his Wite-man (lo indepen- 
dant of Providence, and lo equal to the 
Gods, that thereby he renders them 
contemptible: For he leaves Men to 
think ot them what-ever they pleaſe. 
Chryſippes wrote ſome Treatites of the 
Gods and: a Deity ; whereof Plutarch 
ipeaks in his Morals , but they are loſt : 
It is probable he ſpeaks no otherways 
of them, bur in the ſentiments of Zero. 
There is nothing in all Antiquity lo ra- 
tionally written on that ſubject, as the 
Books of Crcero concerning the Nature 
of the Gods. His fentiments are as 
right, and his doctrine as found, as the 
Doctrine of a Pagan can be. But that 
which makes him (peak better than 0- 
thers is, becauſe he followed the No- 
ctrine of Ariſtotle, and made ule of his 
argu- 
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arguments, to prove a Providence, - Se- 
zeca (peaks of 'a Deity bur like a halt- 
knowing man ;z the Idea that he gives 
of God, as an univerſal Spirit that ani- 
mates the World, 1s not exa&t: bur it 
ſeems reaſonable what he ſays, that 
the ſame injury is done to the Gods,not 
at all ro believe them, as to believe 
them to: be other than what they are, 
and what they ſhould be. All that hath 
been written ſince by the later P/aton- 
its under the Emperours carrics no {o- 
lid character. The moſt part of the 
Greek Fathers, who were all almoſt P/a4-. 
toniſts, are not exact in what they tay 
of Angels and Spirits, by reaſon of the 
falſe notions that they learn'd in the 
School of Plzre. Since the eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity, the Exiſtence of God, 
the Immortality of the Soul, its ſtate 
of Separation from the Body, good and 
bad Angels,and the other moſt eſſential 
truths of our Religion are ſo illuſtrated, 
that none can now doubt thereof with- 
out impiety. Pomponatins in the laſt _ 
Age, wrote 2 Treatiſe of the Soul in a 
train that drew upon hum the cenſures 
of 


the Metaphyſicks. 219 
of Rome. Agprippa Ipeaks like an cx- 
travagant in all the diſcourlg which he 
made of God, Religion, and Intelligen- 
ces, in the third Book ot his Secret Phi- - 
loſophy. Rams exceedingly {lighted 
the —_— wherein he ſcems 
not very judicious, He would have 
joyn'd ro the Body of Philotophy, the 
knowledge of the Liberal Arts, that he 
might more (ecurcly cut off the Meta- 
phyſicks. But amongſt that fearful 
multitude of Writings  hatch'd in the 
duſt of the Schools of thele laſt A- 
ges, there hath been nothing compo- 
ſed with greater penetration and capa- 
city, than the Metaphylicks of Suarez 
the Fe/uir. That piece, which con- 
tains all the (ubtility and force of the 
Schools, is one of the wondertul pro- 
dutions of thele laſt times. Ir cannot 
be roo much recommended to young 
Divines, who by a falle appetite to a 
new method forſake the Scholaſtick 
way in their diſputes, that they may 
become Hiſtorians : becaule it 15 lets 
tronhle to them to make an oſtentation 
of their memory, than to give proots 
ol 
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of their judgement. There hath been 
in theic laſt times a croud of Commen- 
tatours, who in a profound ſhle have 
written on the Metaphylicks of Ar:- 
ſtotle : amongſt others Fon/eca 2 Portu- 

weſe Jeluit. Sir Kene'm Droby 15 to0 
abſtract in his Treatiſe of the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul. The Met iphyſical Me- 
ditations of Deſcartes have been held in 
reputation z for he hath dived into 
theie matters more than others. In 
his firſt Meditatian he reaches man to 
doubt well, that he may know a-right : 
he proves in the ſecond, that the 
Thought is more ſenſible and better. 
known than the Body. The third is a 
Demonſtration of the - Exiſtence of 
God. The fourth, a Method of di- 
ſcerning of Truth and Falſhood. The 
fifth treats of the Eſſence of material 
Beings. The fixth explains their Exi- 
ſtence : and the Concluſion 45 a real Di- 
ſtin&tion betwixt the Body and the 
Thoughts, tor the eſtablithing thar 
great Principle, / rhink, therefore Jam, 
to which may be added his Aniwers to 
the Objections of Gſendzs , which 
have 
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have the ſame force as the reſt of his 
Works. wills an Engliſh Phyſician 
hath written rationally of Separated 
Forms, There are not many Works 
compoſed in thele laſt times of ſuch a 
nature: wherein the Speculations of 
Natural Philoſophy takg up the minds 
of men, more than ch of Metaphy- 
ſicks, Ir were to be wiſhed that men 
would employ them in ſubjects that are 
capable thereof : but the Idea and De- 
ſign of ſome Speculatives is not to be 
approved, who mingle too much Me- 
taphyſicks with Religion: which ought 
to be handled more plainly, and in a 
leſs abſtracted manner than other ſub- 
jects ; becauſe there is nothing more 
real, nor more ſimple. 
I'V. 

Though this Science be ſo much en- 
quired into already by the Works I 
have been ſpeaking of, yet it Woh 
{till be more improved by Reflexions 
that might be made on the Principles 
and Realonings of Ariſtotle, becauſe 
what conſiſts in Conceptions and I- 
deas cannot be limited : bur there 1s 
need 
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need of a diſpoſition proper for Re- 
flexion and reaſoning in ſuch an eflay: 
for that Science reaſons, and reflects 
on its realonings more than others. 
Yet it meets likewiſe with great Obſta- 
cles in its procedure z whereof the 
firſt is, that it marches ( to ulſc the 
word) by wa not much frequented, 
and by unknown paths, having no- 
thing ſufficiently cſtabliſhed 5 tor at 
hath hardly any true Definition , or 
exact and compleat Diviſion : and ſee- 
ing it gives. occaſion to many doubt- 
ings, it furnithes Matter of Diſpute, 
there . being none of the Principles 
thereof that can be univerſally agreed 
upon. The ſecond obſtacle is the aa- 
tural timidity of the mind of man, 
which looks upon Metaphylicks, being 
abſtracted from Matter and Senſc, to be 
above its ſtrength : whereby it be- 
_ conf@ like to thoſe timorous and ill- 
aſl ravellers, who go by ways 
that they know not. The third Ob- 
Racle is, a great number of hard and 
barbarous Terms, obſcure and perplex- 
ed Dchntions, thouſands of Concep- 
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trons and Reaſonings hatched in the 
Duſt of the Schools, which render 
that Science deſtitute of the uſual 
Charms of other Sciences. The fourth _ 
1 a ſtock of wrangling, and a heap of 
thorny and diſpleaſing Queſtions, fitter 
ro confound than inſtruct the mind. 
The laſt Obſtacle is, rt rarity of Spi- 
rits fit for that Science. Spirits that are 
either too protound or too tuperticial are 
not proper for it. By the too great pro- 
foundnels of meditation men are apt to 
fall into a black and melancholick Phi- 
loſophy : as it happened to Agrippe in 
his Metaphylicks. And by the vivacity 
of an atery and ſuperficial wit, they are 
apt to evaporate in empty and ſpongie 
imaginations : as it befel Carden, who 
wandered among the Viſions of the 
moſt chymerical Philolophy in the 
World ; and as it happens daily to wits 
that have no foundation. Ther@hath 
lately come abroad a Treatiſe 'of Meta- 
phyſicks, printed at London, and com- 
ſed by Henry More, which overturns 
all the Reaſons that Deſcartes makes uſe 
of to prove the exiſtence of God, and 
which 
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which overthrows the moſt part of his | 
Meditations. That were no great mat- 
ter, if that Exg/i/þ Philoſopher did not 
wound Deſcirtes in his Religion, when 
he declaims againſt his Natural Philo- 
lophy, which he would have paſs for 
Libertiniſm, as well as that of Mr. 
Hobbes. The Carteſians, who are jea- 
lous of the honour of their opinion, 
have Reaton to make their zeal flath out 
againſt that Author, by juſtifying the 
reputation of their Maſter, There 
might be a great many other Reflexions 
made, it theſe Metaphylical Ideas were 
not ſo ob{cure. Let us now lee, before 
we end this diſcourſe, what 1s the ule 
that is to be made of Philoſophy in 
matters of Religion, which ought 1n- 
deed to be all the fruit of it, For men 
are not over tender of Religion, when 
once they become Philoſophers. 


The end of the fifth Part. 
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Reflex1ons 
ON 
The Uſe which is to be made 


PHILOSOPHY, 
Matters of Religion 


I. 


> He firſt Inſtrument that Re. 
of [99 ligion makes uſe of to prove 
jj 1t5 maximes, 1s Reaſon , and 

=_— RKkcaſon cannot be rightly 
employed but by Philoſophy, which 
reduces it into method by giving it 
principles. It is therefore m——_— 
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that p—_ it (clf ſhould be ſound, 
that it may itamp a right Character on 
the mind, and conduct it ſecurely in 
a way, which one cannot miſtake or 
lale without Eternal Ruine, And 
therefore it is that LafTantins ſays, that 
Philoſophy is of great. uſe to a Man, 
when he hath once got ſome Tincure 
- of Religion, But Men may eaſily a- 
buſe fo advantagious a means , by the 
bad uſe that the mind of Man may 
make of it, when it yields to the con- 
dud of paſſion, intereſt, or prejudices. 
This made Calicles in Plato fay, that 
Philoſophy taken the wrong way was 
able to {poil Religion. There is there- 
fore great circum{pettion to be uſed as 
to that. Faith is an Heavenly Unai- 
on, that will eaſily corrupt in a mind 
infeted with falſe Do&rine. And as 
any Liquor would be ſoon ſpoiled in an 
_ Veſlel : fo nothing is more ca- 
able to alter the purity of Religion, 
Som the impurity ion: where- 
with it is received, It is not that one 
muſt needs be a Philoſopher, to be a 
Chriſtian, nor that the Wiſdom of the 
World 
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World is a rule to the Wiſdom of Hea- 
ven. But that the reaſon of Man being 
ſubmitted to Faith , Faith how Divine 
ſoever it be, condelcends to make uſe 
of Humane Reaſoning, to bring Rea- 
ſon to its Obedience. So that 1t can- 
not be abſolutely pute, if Philoſophy, 
which is the Inſtrument that it makes 
vle of, be not ſo likewiſe. This obliged 
Sr. Paul to admoniſh the Primitive 
Chriſtians ro beware , lj} any Man 
fronld ſpoil them through Philoſophy, and 
vain Deteit, throwwh the Traditions of 
Men, according tb the Radiments of the 
world, and not after w=_ The 
World was fo infeted with the difte- 
rent opinions of fo. many Philoſophers, 
that a Chriſtian needed all his Wrts a- 
bout him to guard himſelf from that 
danger. For Tertwltan obſerves, that 
the Primitive Herefies ſprang only 
from the opinions, wherein thote that 
were the Authours of them had been 
bred. Philoſophy ill underſtood, ſaith 
St. Awouſtin , tiade the Egypians 
Worthip the Sun and Stars. The Ya- 
lemt intans, againſt whom St. [rene 
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writes,came out of the School of Droge- 
nes and Epicaris; the Gnolticks out of 
Plato's ;and theManichees our of that of 
Pythagor as. Martian became Heretick b 
the Doctrine of Zems, and Manes too 
the principles of his opinion from a 
Saracen Philoſopher , whom St. Fpr- 
phanius mentions. St, Ferome aſſures 
us that it was the Morality of the Sto- 
icks that made the Pelagians fall into 
errour. But what happened in the 
Primitive Ages by that manner of de- 

ndance which Religion hath on Phi- 
olophy , is come to pals inthe laft. 
Poſſevin oblerves, that it is incredible 
how many Libertines and Herericks 
the reading of Averroes made in Es- 
rope. Alphonſus King of Caſtile cen- 
ſured the Workman-ſhip of God , by 
Criticifing on Nature, and grew imp1- 
ous by the ſtudy of the Arabian Phi- 
loſophers; and by the pleaſure he took 
in the ravingsot a Spaniſh Jew , who 
found out the motion of Trepidation in 
the Firmament.  Agrippa ſpoiled his 
ſpirit bythe reading of Porphyrie , Pro-. 
cls, and Pleſſws,that is to ſay, by: the 
| Phi 


the Uſe of Phioſophy. 229 
Philoſophy of Plaro, as he himſelf 
confeſſes. Cervetws a Spaniard, and 
Secin!rs an Italian , made only uſe of 
Philoſophy, to make Innovations in 
| Religion. And it is pretended that 
the Philoſophy of —# 090 was at 
firlt. well received in the North , be- 
caule it ſeemed to favour the opinion 
of Calvin, which is in greateſt Vogue 
there: for the principles of that new 
Philoſophy as 4 Man to believe that 
the Creature in its freeſt Actions , as 
only by the impulie of the Creator, 
and that it is God alone that wills in 
-the willings of Man. In fine, nothing 
tends more to the corruption of the 
Heart, than the corruption of Do- 
arine z and there 1snothing that over- 
throws Religion, ſo much as the vain 
Reaſonings of a falſe Philolophy, Ir 
is not by the School of Errour and Ly- 
ing, that one becomes a Diſciple of 
truth : neither was it by the incon- 
ſtancy and levity of Humane Opini- 
ons, that the Apoſtles became the Pul- 
lars of Faith. That was alſo the rea- 
ſon that moved the Fathers in ſome 
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counlels,to order the Profeſſors of Phi- 


loſophic not to teach any Doctrines 
that were prejudicial to Religion. 
1 


It much concerns a Chriſtian then, 
not to make uſe indiffcrently of every 
kind of Philoſophy, ſeeing the ule of 
it may prove fo dangerous: it is even 
Prudence to make ture in the choice 
that 1s to be made amongſt fo many 
different opinions, as have paſſed cur- 
rent in all Ages. But what affurance 
15 there amidit ſo many clouds wherein 
Truth 1s commonly wrapped up? to 
which may be added the obſcurity of 
Natural things; the weaknels of the 
Spirit of Man, the erroneoutſnels of the 
Judgement of the Senſes naturally Im- 

us: ina word,Opinion and Pafſi- 

on, whuch are perpetual hindrances ro 
Natural evidences , as well as all theſc 
idle and curious Speculations, to which 
Philoſophers are ſubjeR, 8& which ſerve 
more for oftentation and the Pomp of 
Science, than the conduct of the Mind, 
and edification of manners. Whence 
appears how empty and vain Humane 
wy > Wail- 
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Wiſdom is, whereof all the Light can 
only ſerve to ſeduce and lead Men out 
of the way : Becaule, ſaith St. Auguſtin, 
God hath concealed Truth from Man, 
as well for the punithment of his crime, 
as to inſtruct him of his query, Where: 
fore that we may not miſtake our 


- ſelves, let us begin to ſtudy what 15 c9 


be believed, before we (ct our ſelves 
Realoning, Let us regulate the ule of 
our Faith, that we may regulate the 
ule of our Reaſon: ct us be Chriſtians 
before we be Philoſophers : let our firſt 
Wiidom and our chicf Philolophy be 
ourReligion.Men learn toreaſon byPhi- 
lolophy , but they learn to ſubmit their 
minds to Reaſon and eternal Verity, by 
Chriſtianity, Let us know the dutics 
thereof by the ſtudy of the Law, which 
is, ſays St. Chryſoſtom,the rule of Know'- 
ledge and Truth : That we may learn 
that method of Reaſoning which may 
be moſt (urtable to it, let us apply 
our ſelves to the Dodtrine of the Go- 
ipel, which the pride of ahs a Philo- 

ophers could never comprehend, and 
pur Reaſon will ſettle it ſelf upon ſo 
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ſolid a foundation : becaule there is 
nothing but Faith,that can give bounds 
to the mind of Man, ſtay the incon- 
ſtancy of his Realon, and fix it on its 
obje&t. Ler us not expole our lelves 
to the agitation of our vain Realon- 
ings, which arg apt to carry us fur- 
ther than we (hhuld go. Happy 1s he, 
o admidit the waves ot this Sea, 
which is always toſſed with the er- 
rours and opinions in Religion that 
reign in the World, hath taken the 
courie to {tick clole tothe immoveable 
foundation of the Word of God. 
III. 

Religion 15 then the firlt Principle 
according to which Humane Wiledom 
15 to take its meaſures: fo that all the 
different methods of ancient or modern 
Pluloſophy, all the new Syſtems of Na- 
tural, and all the new Maxims of Mo- 
ral Philotophy,may be good, if they be 
not contrary to it. For the Golpel 
ought to be the rule of our ſentiments. 
What 1s not conform coo that Rule, 
leads to diforder. The Doctrine of 
Plats or Aviſtot /e,Gallenias or Deſcartes, 
15 Not to be eſtcem'd, but in ſo much 

| as 
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as it favours Religion , which ſhould be 
the firſt of -all Philoſophies. Let us 
forlake all the reſt , for all other Scien- 
ces are but illuſion, and every other 
Light bur a tranſitory flaſh, fitter to a- 
mule our curiolity than to ſatisfie our 
mind. To ſpeak properly, we know 
things bur as 1n dream, and are igno- 
rant of them in effet: Yea, and we 
would pitty our own ignorance, if our 
vanity kept it not trom our Knowledge. 
The molt trivolous Queſtion in the 
World, divided all the minds of Anti- 
- quity: and after almoſt three thouſand 
Years of dilpute,- it is not as yet well 
decided, Thales and'his Diſciples un- 
til P/ato, favs Plutarch, have denied a 
Vacuity in Nature, thoſe that follow'd 
atter, to begin with Democritres and 
E1icari4, and to continue until our new 
Atomilſts, have taught ic. Men dil- 
| pure thereon ſtill every day, and come 
to no agreement. That degree of Cer- 
tainty, which was heretofore with ſo 
many Realonings ſought for 1n the A- 
c:demy, tended only to uncertainty. 
In fine, the knowledge of Man ſtag. 
gers always indoubting and _— 
an 
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and Truth is only.come into the Warld 
by FESUS CHRIST, Faith alone 
can teach that Divine Philoſophy, 
which none of the Great Men ot the 
World have been able to kaow. To 
open our Eyes to ſo pure a Light is the 
way to be illumunated.It was not by the 
force of Syllogilms and Arguments 
that Men were convinced of rhat Phi- 
lolophy ; but by the Simplicity and Ig- 
norance of thoſe that publiſhed it in the 
World : the Greeks and Romans (ub- 
mitted all their pride and haughrtineſs 
of mind to the Goſpel , whole vertue 
was ſo powerful, that it made its Firſt- 
Diſciples its greateſt Votarics. It is 
Faith then, which ought-to make all 
the Wit and Knowledge of man: for 
he that ſhall follow his ownlUnderſtand- 
ing, will undoubtedly loſe himlelf, 

| | I'V. 

Faith having undeceived man of the 
counterfeit | <—y_ S, Which ſhined 
in the Philoſophy of the Heathens, it 
accuſtomed him to diſpute no more a- 
bout thoſe things, which Gad hath not 
{ubmirted roReaſoning,and taught him 

that 
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that it is better not to know what God . 
hath thoughr fit to conceal from him, 
and with a reverent ignorance to adore 
the Secrets, which he hath not reveal- 
ed to us, than to undertake to ſound 
that Abyls of knowledge, by the raſh- 
neſs of our conjeftures, and the. faint 
views of our Reaſon. To this Divine 
beam of Faith, the Faithful took plea- 
ſure to ſacrifice all theſe infolent curio- 
fities, which made them too raſhly ex- 
amine the works of God, by examining 
of Nature, and to ſtifle all the pro- 
ſpe&s of that proud Reafon, which ad- 

i& them to the Creature, to make 
them revolt againſt the Creatour, It 
was by the raysof that moſt Heavenly - 
Light, that the Chriſtian came to un- 
derſtand that it was better to be ſub- 
miffive, than to reaſon” in matrers of 
Religion , that the ſmalneſs of Wit was 
ſomewhat more advantageous to make 
a man a Believer, than all the force and 
acutenefs of Underſtanding, and that 
the ſimplicity of Faith was preferable 
to all the luſtre and reputation of Sci- 
ence ; becauſe that the works of God, 
which 
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which carry the greateſt marks of his 
Omnipotency and Character, are thole 
which we leaſt underſtand: ſo that there 
is nothing more reaſonable than ro 
humble Reaſon, and to ſubmit it to the 
direction of Eternal Reaſon, which is 
the Rule of all other Reatons,, and the 
rather, ſeeing that there is no kind of 
Science, which depends not on ſubmilſh- 
on, that it may ſettle it (elf by its Prin- 
ciples. Is it juſt that Men ſhould exer- 

iſe a kind of tyranny upon our belicf 
and yo our minds, for things inditfe- 
rent, ſuch as are Arts and Sciences, and 
that we ſhould take our freedom as to 
m_—_ Wearetold things incompre- 

iblein the name of Deſcartes, from 
which we reap no advantage, we take 
them on their bare word :. And having 
moſt credible Myſteries delivered to us 
in the Name of God, which aſſures us 
of Eternal Life, ſhall we not believe 
them? V. 


When Reaſon is once {ubmilive,Phi- 


* lofophy whichis its rule may be uſeful 


toexplain it. That is the brit ule that is 
to be made of Philoſophy in Religion, 
Soit was that Anatolins B,of Laodicea,S. 
Ferom 
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Ferom,S.Aupuſiin, Theodoret ,Didymus of 
Al:xanaria, Boetins, S, Fohn Damaſcen, 
and many others, began firſt amongft 
Chriſtians to give vogue tothe Philolo- 
phy of A4ri/ter/c : which afterwards was 
continued by the Fathers and Divines 
in the Church, to defend the Chriſtian 
Religion againſt Paganiim and Herelie, 
And thoughour Religion benort groun- 
ded on human Reaſoning , but on the 
ſ1mplicity of a pure Faith, which is al- 
ways oppoſite to the weak and corrupt 
mind of Man : yet it is lawful to under- 
prop that Faith by all the force of Hu- 
man Reaſon, when once it hath begun 
to give law unto Reaſon, And lo does 
God Almighty, who draws light out 
of darknels, ſpeak to us by the Mouth 
of Men, as by the moſt proportionate 
inſtrument to the weakneſs of our Un- 
der{tandings: and yet that Inſtrument 
diminiſhes nothing of the Dignity of 
him that employes it. The moſt pro- 
fane tures are as ſs many voices 
which pybliſh the Glory and Holineſs 
of the Creatour; and (he is even moſt 
ftupid and dumb in Nature ſerves to 
inſtruc us in th: knowledge of God: 

. | and 
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and ſhall ws words , -w reaſon, 
the terns and expreſſions of Ariſtotle, 
| be madeuſe of by us in {| 64 of 
Religion, becauſe they are the words 
and expreſſhons of an Heathen ? What 
reaſon have we to boggle at them, af- 
ter that all the Learned and PiousMen, 
who knew and lived in the purity of 
Chriſtian Religion as well, it not ber- 
ter then we, have ſo employed them ; 
ler us ſtick to a Cuſtom Authorized 
to us by the example of theſe Holy 
Men. And whatever may be objected 
to us, let us never give cavelling A- 
theifts , and the Enemies of our Re- 
ligion, the ſatisfation to change the 
Language of the Church, by the uſe 
of new Philoſophies, which Men would 
bring in credit , ſeeing that the Anci- 
ent Philoſophy, belides terms of Ex- 
ining, may likewiſe furniſh Re- 
Fen with a Method of Reaſon- 
ng. | 
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VI 


Beſides: the terms and method 
which Philoſophy may furniſh Religi- 
on With, to ſerve it as an Inſtrument 
in what it thinks and fays, it may like- 
wiſe afford it reaſons, to arm thoſe that 
defend it, and diſarm its Adverſaries, It 
was Philoſophy that firft began to o- 
pen the great Bookof the World, for 
an inſtruction to the Learned, and Un- 
learned and by the beauty of the Crea- 
tures, to declare to all the Nations of 
the World , the Greatneſs and Power 
of the Creator. It was ſhe that by her 
Leffons raiſed the Spirit of Man from 
the Knowledge of lo many wonders, 
to the knowledge of their Original, by 

« diſcovering to him the Cauſe of thele 
admirable Effetts. It was Philoſophy 
which made Man underſtand that voice 
of the Heavens and Stars,which declare 
the Glory of: God, that he might come 
tothe knowledge of his greatnefs. By 
that marvellous ſucceſſion of Day and 
Night, by that conſtant and uniform 
revolution of Seaſons, by that Order 
and Harmony of Elements, and of - 
the 
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the parts that compoſe the Univerſe , 


as by the loud found of a Trumpet, 


that Scicnee publiſhed 'the Divinity of 
ſo great a Maſter , by expoſing to view 
the lineaments of ſo pertect a work. Ic 
was Philoſophy in fine, which taught 
Pythagoras, Hippocrates, Socrates, Plato, 
and Arilorle , who were the folidelt 
Heads of Antiquity, the Unity of the 
Godhead , whereof they theinlelves 
were.convinced by the bare and {imple 
+ contemplation of this great Theatre 
of the World. But that which (erved 
to inſtru theſe Great Men in fo im- 
portant a truth, ſerved only to puzzle 
and confound the proud minds of a 
great many ſtinted Souls, who, as. St. 
Paw! ſays , became vain in their , 
thoughts, and their fooliſh heart was 
full of darkneſs, and when they profel- 
ſed themſelves to be wile , became 
Fools: becauſe they rendred to the 
Creature, the Honours that were onl 

due tothe Creator ; by the wrong uſe 
that they made of their Reaſon and 
dog 6 They applied themſclves 
to the ſtudy of Nature, without reve- 
rencing 
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| —_— the Authour thereof, Thus it 
hapned with Epicerws, who pretended 
that Natural Philoſophy was tit for no- 
thing but to ſtifle all theſe kinds of 
fears which the imprefſions of Rceligi- 
on may caule in the Soul, On the 
contrary P/ato made uſe of Natural 
PhHoſophy only ro prove the exiſtence 
of » by the exiſtence of the 
World: as a Workman is known by 
his Work, And Ariſtst/e reduces al- 
moſt all his reaſonings about motion, 
to that admirable demonſtration of a- 
firſt mover, which Avicenne takes to 
be one of the moſt evident demon- 
ſtrations of the Phyſicks of that Philo- 
 ſopher. Sotrue it is, that it is but on- 
ly an infirmity of mind , that makes 
Men ſo-uneaſily believe what is propo- 
ſed to them by Religion. For when 
. onehath reaſon, it is no trouble to him 
to ule it, by ſubjefing the ſame in 
ſuch ſubje&ts , where it ought to be * 
ſubmiſſive, 2 
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| VII. "age 
Theſe »re the chict uſes that may be 
made of Philoſophy in matters of Re- 
ligion , wherein it may likewiie give 
weight to the Reaſonings that are em- 
| ployed for eſtabliſhing the maxims 
thereof : it may ſerve to unmask 
Impoſtures , the errour whereof dif- 
| on it ſelf under ſo many different 
apes: it may repreſs that immode- 
rate liberty , whith cho Wile of the 
World take to themſelves of inquiring 
t00 Curiouſly into matters which ex- 
*ceed their capacity : it teaches Rea- 
ſon not to ſtartle at things which ſeem 
moſt incredible, when it hath once 
been able to make 1t perceive the Au- 
thority of God, by reviewing theſe ad- 
mirable Idea's of the Virtue of the 
Goſpel, wherewith a (mall number of 
Fiſher-men by their ſimplicity triumph 
over all the Wiſdom of Athens and 
Rome, and by their Patience and Humi- 
lity render themſelves Maſters of the 
Miſtreſs of the World. In this man- 
ner it was that Origex, who thought 
himſelf obliged, as Ewſebiu« aſſures us, 
to 
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to juſtific his conduc in his applicati- 
on tb the ſtudy of Pagan Philoſophers, 
as not unbeſceming a Chriſtian, made 
uſe of Philoſophy, and gave even rules 
how to uſe it, by ſhewing Chriſtians, 
thatMen ought only tobe Philoſophers, 
to ſettle themſelves in the Faith , and 
therein to become impregnable: by the 
ſame principle gras, err) that Phi- 
loſophy ought nor to be conſidered, but 
.. as an Inſtrument of Religion. What he 
explained to them by that judicious re- , 
flexion,was the ſame that St.Clement of 
Alexanariahad done before him:laying, 
thar it ſeemed God was pleaſed to give 
a pattern of that conduct,by what he in- 
ſpired into the Iſraclites, when he orde- 
red them to make uſe of the riches and 


ſpoils of Egypr, to adorn the things that - ' 


concerned Religion and his Worſhip. 
For Origen recommended nothing ſo 
much to the Chriſtian Philoſophers, as 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures 
and to read them with an attention ſu- 
table to the Heavenly Truths which ſo 
Divine Books contained, that they 
might attain tothe knowledge of Sa- 

R 2 cred 
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cred Myſteries, by ſingleneſs of heart 
and humility of mind. And inſtead 
of dilputing about Religion , as Men 
diſpute about indifferent things in the 
Schools , he would have Men adore 
xvicth reverence the Majeſty of _ 
Myſteries, and believe incompreheal!1- 
bility with ſubmiſſion, Thus it was, 
that that Learned Man made uſe of 
progruns Sciences, and Secular Philo- 
ſophy to guide his Diſciples to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to raiſe them to: Faith , as 
St. Ferom aflures us. | 
VIII. 

Theſe Terms, that Method,and theſe 
Reaſons, which Philoſophy may fur- 
niſh Religion with, would not be ſuffi- 
cient , it it did not likewiſe give it a 
kind of dilcretion, to prepare the mind 
to the Light of Faith, by the Light of 
Nature, which is the firſt principle of 
the operation of the Soul, For it hap- 
pens that Man is often deceived, and 
that unhappineſs may proceed, ſaith 
St. Auguſtin, from the weakneſs of his 
Heart, though it proceeded not from 
the wickednels and preſumption A 
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his mind, . And ſeeing the Philoſopher 
is more ſubject to thar than the ſimple 
ignorant, that Holy. Father concludes 
in the ſame place, that Man ſhould nor 
become a Philoſopher, but that he ma 
think on Eternity which 1s his ex 4 
That gave occalion to Thomas Aquinas 
to begin his Treatile of Religion a- 
 gainſt the Genziles, by this Queſtion, 
What ts the Oblization of the wiſe 
May, and the chief duty of a Philo- 
ſopher: and he concludes, that it 1s #o 
ſearch the Verity, which is the Original 
of all Ferities , as he proves by the 
Teſtimony of Ariſtorle, That was 
likewiſe the chict ſtudy of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, who were Philoſophers; 
and.not only made uſe of their Philo- 
ſophy to find our the Truth of Religi- 
on: but likewiſe to teach it to thoſe 
who were ignorant thereof, and to de- 
fend it againſt thoſe that attacked the 
ſame. In that manner did St. Fu/tin, 
Tatian his Dilciple, Arhenagrras , and 
Clemens Alexandrinus, who were the 
firſt Philoſophers of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion , employ their Philoſophy to 
R 3 main- 
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maintain their Fairh,by juſtifying their 
Condud againſt the Cleats of Pa- 
gans, and overthrowing the falſe noti- 
ons that were put into the minds of 
the le. In that manner Tertullien 
made his Zeal manifeſt in that admira- 
ble Apology, which he made of Reli- 
gion z where amongſt ſo many other 
reaſons, which ſo juſt a cauſe as that 
which he handled might furniſh him 
with, the life of Chriſtians was one of 
the chicf, that life ſo pure,(o holy,ſo far 
above ſenſe, that fidelity,diſ-intereſted- 
neſs and Charity wherewith all their 
actions were animated , which made 
them pray for thoſe that perſecuted 
them, And in fine, their innocence ſer- 
ved him asa living Image of the Holi- 
neſs of the Goſpel they preached,to ſtop 
the mouth of Errour and Impoſture.0- 
rigen took another Mcthod againſt Ce/- 
ſs, who having been a Jew turned Pa- 
gan.He proves the Verity of Chriſtiani- 
ty by the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt : by 
making appear.that nothing is objected 
—_ us Chriſt, which may not be 
jected againſt Aſoſes.Seeing that Fe- 
fus Chriſt, cannot be the fulfill; "o 
eiC 
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the Law; as he is, but it muſt the 
ſtrongeit proot of the Authority of the 
Law-giver. For, it he be not the 
Truth , the Law and all the Prophets 
are but a Lie. St. Hippolitus makes 
ule of another Argument : Te canner 
concetve, (ays he to Un-believers , the 
manner how ye are forme, and ye 
dare pretend to know the Eternal Ge- 
— the Sox of God, It is not 
by curiolity , but by ſubmiſſion that 
one becomes a Believer. Faith ma- 
niteſts its Light only to him who can 
blind his reaſon : and for all its ob{cu- 
rity, it delerves adoration even of thoſe 
who underſtand it not.. Among the 
other Arguments of Minutivus Felix, 
there is not any ſtronger than this: The 
belief of an Infidel leading only to 
doubting and uncertainty , he ſhould 
do as does a Traveller, who fads him- 
ſelf amongſt many ways, and know's 
not the right. If he be wile he ſtops, 
not darin; to follow any of them in 
the doubr that he is in, and being una- 
ble co follow them all:which Libertines 
do not , who having no other ground 
R 4 for 
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rainty , yet ſtil] purſue the wrong way 


and perſiſt in their Errour , being un-. 


able to take the reſolution, which the 
fillyeſt people do in their moſt ordina- 
nary affairs, not to act on any doubt z 
for it is prudence to endeavour to be 
ſure in what one- doeth, It 1s upon 
the Vanity and Falſity of Idols, and the 
extrayagance of the Pagan Religion, 
that St. Cyprian, Arnovins , Lattantinus 
Is Scholar, Exſeb:us Biſhop of Ceſare, 
and St. Cyril of Alexanariz eſtabliſhed 
the Chriſtian Religion. The Treatiſe 
of Theodores concerning Providence, 
and St. Angul! ins Book of the City of 
God, are molt Learned and Solid Apo- 
logtes for our Faith , full of profound 
Learning and admirable Eloquence, 
And this was the way that all the Fa- 
thers almoſt emploved their Science 
and Philotophy, every one in his own 
Mcthod to defend Chriſtian Religion, 
which was attacked by all the evice 
of the powers of the Earth , by all the 
Learning of P:gan Philoſophers , and 
by all the wickedneſs of Hereticks. 
As 1 4 


for their Libertiniſm, but their uncer-- 
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IX. 

But as the primitive Chriſtians were 
more taken up to defend their Religion: 
againſt its Enemies, and to be always 
ready for Martyrdom by a pure and 
holy Life, than to unfold the Myſte- 
ries of our Faith: fo the moſt of 
the ancient Apologiſts contented them- 
ſelves to juſtifie their Belief againſt the 
calumnies that were raiſed againſt it, 
without explaining the ground of their 
Religion, that they might not =_ 
tane holy things, by diſcovering them 
to Infidels, Ir was neceſlary in the In- 
fancy of the Church to veil from the 
World corrupted with Tdolatry , the 
new Spirit ot our Faith, whereof the ' 
Pagans were' not capable, But; ſince 
our Eyes 1n theſe laſt Ages have been 
accuſtomed to the light of the Goſpel, 
it hath been thought more fit to unfold 
the Sanity of our Auguſt myſteries, 
than to obſcure them under ambiguous 
terms ; and this hath been the courſe 
that the later Apologiſts have follow'd. 

Thomas Aquinas in his Work againſt the 
Gentiles, ſhews in the firſt three Books 
| ws 
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of it, That there is nothing in the Chri- 
ſtian Faith but what is conform to the 
light of Nature: and ia the fourth he 
teaches, that though it be highly eleva- 
ted above the wit of Man, yet it' con- 
- tains nothing contrary to Reaſon.__S«- 
vanarola gathered all that is ſolid 
in the Fathers on that ſubjeR: to which 
he hath added this argument which is 
properly his own. If our Religion be 
not true, a Chriſtian is the moſt mon- 
ſtrous thing ia Nature :* he is wile and 
a fool at ſame time, wile in his 
manners, a fool in his Belief: his mind 
is erroneous , and his heart upright. 
His Will is orderly, and his Reaſon ir- 
regular, his Underſtanding is out of the 
way, though he have innocence and 
probity for its guides. In fine, he 
is but a _ -podge of Truth and 
Falſhood, of Purity and Corruption. 


In the ſame manner, ſays that Divine, 
If FESUs CHRIST be not God, 
he is at the ſame time the moſt holy and 
the moſt flagitious Perſon that ever 
was. For it is the greatelt of crimes 


to deſire to be taken for a God, when 
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one-is not, How could it be, that fo 
much Vertue ſhould be founded on fo 
t Injuſtice ? that the proudeſt Man 

. ta ever was ſhould be the Maſter of 
the moſt perfe&t notion of Humility 
that can be? that ſo holy a Doqrine as 
the Goſpel ſhould be the Work of an 
Impoſtor ; and that fo perfe& a Mora- 
lity, ſhould be eſtabliſhed on fo yu 
a Wickednels? The Treatiſe of the 
truth of Faith compoſed by Ladovicws 
Vives, is an Abridgement of all that 
| the Fathers have written upon Reli- 
ion, reduced into Method. One of 
is ſtrongeſt A ts, is the accom- 
| pliſhment of the Prophecy of Hoſes 
concerning the deſtiny of the Fews, 
which he handles in his third Book, 
and whereof Saint Auguſtin ſpeaks in 
the cighteen Chapter of the 28. Book 
of the City of God: but which ſeems 
not to be ſet off to all its adyantages by 
Vives, for there is nothing more con- 
vincing to a ſolid mind, than a Pro- 
hecy delivered near a thouſand' years 
ales it come to pals, and which is 


» literally verified throughout the whole 


World, 


7 x* 
World, for above thefe ſixteen hun- 
dred years. The Work of Marcilius 
Ficinws is nothing almoſt but a proof of 
che Divinity of F ESUS CHRIST, 
juſtified by the Prophets of the old Te- 
ſtament, by the Miracles of the New, 
and by the truth of the Do&rine which 
ignorant men without paſſhon or inter- ' 
have preached, who never deceived 
- any,nor were ever deccived themſelves. 
I wave the Writings of a great 
many modern Apologiſts, which are 
every-where exrent,for proof of the ve- 
rity of Chriſtian Region ; Which hav- 
ing been once ſettled upon the foun- 
dation of the Word of God, has ſtood 
unſhaken amidſt the Revolutions of 
Empires, fortifying it ſelf maugre the 
tempeſts raiſed againſt it in the World, 
no other defence bur that of Pati- - 
ence and Modeſty. What I have ſaid 
of others, may ſuffice to give a Chri- 
ſtian Philoſopher an Idea of the ule he 
ſhould make of his Philoſophy, in imi- 
tation of thoſe Great men, who have 
only employ'd it for the eſtabliſhment 
defence of Religion, For all things 
| we 
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well conſidered, that is the only ſolid | 
and real enjoyment of this Life, The 
truth is all things elſe, being tranſitory 
and periſhing, the true Wildom is to 
think of Eternity, and to be a good 
Man is the beſt of Philoſophics, 


